School Purpose - Vision & Values: To build an inclusive community where our children are active
learners, critical thinkers and creative explorers.
Think… Imagine… Become
School Values:
1. Care - Care for self and others as well as our physical environment and learning spaces
2. Aspiration - Seek to accomplish something worthy and admirable, try hard, pursue excellence
3. Respect - Treat all others with consideration and regard, respect another person’s point of view
Always Our Best
April 23rd 2020

Dear Parents, students and friends,
It’s been another week of learning for all of us, but I hope that within this you can enjoy
the beautiful autumn weather and share some thoughts of gratitude with your family and
friends. We all have things to be thankful for even in these difficult times.

Please read Compass for all information and communication.
I understand there is much to learn and read but we feel it’s better to be informed.
Home Learning
Please keep looking on Facebook where we are sharing your home learning experiences.
Thank you to School Councillor Scott Bundy for his diligence in loading these for us.
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Reminder...
“I would like to point out that any material produced by the school, MUST
NOT be shared, reproduced or published in any other way, without the
written consent from the school. I ask that you consider our staff in this
context. The learning tasks developed, accompanied by the videos, is work
that we have put a great deal of effort into. We do not post this work in the
online environment for praise or public scrutiny – the only purpose is to
educate your children. You can imagine how vulnerable and exposed our
staff will feel if videos of themselves are shared (even if the intentions are to
highlight how wonderful our lessons are) – just as your professional
documents and files are not for public display, neither are our teachers –
please privilege them their privacy. If I am made aware of this breach of
privacy, I will be addressing this with parents/carers directly. I know you will
respect and understand this request.”
Regards,
Laureen Walton
Principal

Today some sharing…
“Hi everyone at SEPS, we hope you are doing well!
We are still very much enjoying the videos from our teachers, and are grateful for the
hard work everyone is putting in. Our classroom looked like this today, a little extra help
with writing, and making cinnamon scrolls for investigations - lots of doing words and fun!
Take care and looking forward to seeing you all soon, The Lewis Family
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Anzac Day Saturday April 25th
Teachers will include some learning about Anzac Day this week with students. It is imperative, despite the COVID-19 pandemic, we still remember those who made sacrifices so
that we can live freely in our wonderful Australia. The Anzacs did so much for us and
many people don’t realize what they went through - we have got what we have now in
our country because of what the Anzacs sacrificed and to pass on that Anzac spirit to
the next generation is so important.
I read that it is a suggestion to stand in your driveways at dawn or 11am and observe a
minute’s silence. We will remember them!
The Australian War Memorial Anzac day service is scheduled to proceed and will be
broadcast on the ABC from 3.30am AWST.
SEPS still working on keeping the school maintained and safe.







The Schools community Grant project for the front of the school is now complete
finished by the School Council funding of tanks and irrigation.
Holiday care of the Vegetable area and trees has been a great job by Mr Klvac. As
a qualified arborist Anthony is caring for/replacing some of our new trees which are
pot bound. One is already dead and others are on the way. Anthony has also
trimmed the front yard trees so that the gutters don’t get clogged with leaves and
our tanks can fill.
Geoff and Joe are continuing to maintain the grounds to keep it spic and span taking the opportunity to clear behind buildings disposing of lots of rubbish. Last Friday
the bin was filled in a day so lots happening to clear unwanted rubbish.
Wednesday the Guttervac people cleaned all our gutters, another necessary task.

School Council
We are all experiencing so many “firsts “!
School Council is no exception with our first virtual meeting last Tuesday.
We elected the School Council President - Alida Williams, and Vice President – Scott Bundy. Congratulations Alida and Scott. SEPS is fortunate to have you at the helm. Alida has
completed her President’s report below – a must read please.
Anxiety and Coping With the Coronavirus (from the Child Mind Institute)
Thank you to Sabine our SEPS school counsellor for this article.
https://childmind.org/article/anxiety-and-coping-with-coronavirus/

Extra Curricular Possibilities - Parent choice
Good afternoon, The Junior Engineers team is seeking to support our Victorian schools
and their communities in Term 2 with our newly developed online coding classes.
In the midst of COVID-19 many students are missing out on valuable time spent with their
friends and teams in after school sports, dance classes and other activities.
Our weekly online coding classes are designed to bring students together from all over
Victoria to learn valuable coding concepts and skills from the comfort of their homes.
Attached is a flyer for you to distribute to your community to inform the parents of this exciting opportunity. Your support and collaboration is greatly appreciated.
Should you have any questions regarding Junior Engineers and how we can support your
school with online professional development in digital technologies, please contact us
me or visit: www.jnrengineers.com.au
Thank you for supporting our little Aussie business in this time, we wish you and your community good health!
Kind Regards,
Driss Regague
Partnerships Manager

Code Camp After-School is also now available online! Another Parent Choice.

Our team has been working around the clock over the past few weeks to create a new
online program that encapsulates the fun and engaging learning environment that children across Australia expect when attending one of our courses. The holidays have given us a great opportunity to test our online courses with over 2,500 students taking part in
paid one-hour sessions. We are confident we have got the formula right!
We will be running our online sessions on Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday afternoons
and also Saturday mornings so parents will have a variety of times to choose from. Children will be supported through the tutorials with our Live Tech Support Team which is
made up of our very best facilitators.
The program starts week commencing 27th April for 8 weeks. Due to our reduced facilitator costs, we want to pass those savings on to the parents. The new online after-school
price is $160.
Parents can book in by following this link: https://www.codecamp.com.au/online-afterschool-programs
We also have a new digital flyer that details the new online program and how parents
can book into their sessions. It would be greatly appreciated if you could please share it
with your school families and post on any school social media accounts or apps. You
can download the flyer here: https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1ZKSRNKXgFo7dtTf0EpJ6NBvrVLlKIo-d

If you or anyone you know needs help:
Lifeline on 13 11 14
Kids Helpline on 1800 551 800
beyondblue on 1300 224 636
MensLine Australia on 1300 789 978
Suicide Call Back Service on 1300 659 467
Headspace on 1800 650 890
QLife on 1800 184 527
Please contact me if you just need a chat and a virtual coffee.
Quote of the week…

“Being able to persist is not the most important thing –
the ability to start over is.”
F. Scott Fitzgerald
Enjoy another week of learning at home.
Kind Regards,

Laureen Walton – Principal

School Council News – April 2020

What a crazy year 2020 has proved to be thus far hosting Sandringham Primary school
community which demonstrated our wonderful community spirit, and now we are dealing with Home Learning because of the COVID19!
As a School Council we were thrilled to be able to get back to ‘business as usual’ in a
virtual sense this week.
We welcomed new school councillors Jess Rath, Paul Wratten, Roberto Mastrandrea
and Ryan McCulloch to the team, and were easily able to fill our office bearer positions
for 2020.
Usually we would also properly farewell our outgoing school councillors but we’re saving
that for a face-to-face opportunity in the coming months. I’d like to acknowledge the
very rich contribution made by Simone Smith, Michelle Ferguson, Jen Hill, Greg Jennings
and Jenny Dare and thank them for their service to the school. They have all volunteered their time and expertise over a number of years and will be missed.

School Council achieved much over 2019 and we’d love you to take a quick look at the
School Council Committees Report which highlights the work that has been done. The
breadth of work is vast, and whether it’s the high-profile fundraising events like the Seaside Fair, to the behind the scenes slog of reviewing policies and oversight of finances, all
areas contribute to the tapestry of our school.

Snippet from Annual President’s Report…
“There have been many achievements within the sub-committee areas in 2019, which I’ll
leave to each area to highlight in their reports, but I’d especially like to highlight the work
of a few committees in particular. Fundraising had a gargantuan year with their usual
full calendar of activities but this year culminating in the amazing Seaside Fair which involved an extraordinary amount of work from an army of volunteers. A huge thank you
to Simone Smith and Angie Derrick for leading the fundraising team so ably and enthusiastically. Our Facilities sub-committee also had a super busy year not only managing adjustments to facilities during the building works but planning for all the work associated
with the project completion. Thank you to Michelle Ferguson for her role in passionately
leading this committee, and Greg Jennings for all his work on our contract development
for use of our facilities. The number crunchers in the Finance sub-committee were another team with the extra pressure of stretching the dollars needed to fund our landscaping,
stadium seating, ga-ga pit and the long list of extras we’ve needed. Thank you to Jen
Hill for diligently leading this team and leaving us with money in the pot for the other project plans currently in the pipeline. I’d also like to thank Jenny Dare for her tireless work
on the Policy and Planning sub-committee. Simone, Michelle, Greg, Jenny and Jen have
completed their term on School Council and I’d like to thank them for their rich contributions and service to the school”

We also endorsed the school’s Annual Report which reports on the progress of the
school over 2019 covering FISO improvement strategies, student achievement, student
engagement and well-being and financial position. The annual report will be shared with
you electronically but can also be found on the website.
http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Annual%20Report%202019.pdf

Introducing our 2020 School Council:
Alida Williams

President

Child in Level 4

Scott Bundy

Vice President, leader of Community Partnerships subcommittee and member of Facilities sub-committee

Child in Level 2

David Brown

Treasurer

Child in Level 5

Roberto Mastrandrea

School Councillor and leader of Facilities sub-committee

Child in Level 1 & 3

Kerryn Kohl

School Councillor and member of eLearning subcommittee

Children in Levels 1, 4 & 6

Jessica Rath

School Councillor and member of Community Partnerships sub-committee

Child in Level 1

Dan Newton

School Councillor and member of Community Partnerships sub-committee

Children in Foundation and
Levels 3 & 5

Angie Derrick

Community Member and acting leader of Fundraising sub
-committee

Child in Level 3

Lisa Holmes

Community Member and Acting PFA President

Children in Levels 3 & 5

Paul Wratten

School Councillor and member of eLearning subcommittee

Child in Level 1

Laureen Walton

Executive Officer

Principal

Russell Watson

DET Member

Assistant Principal

Ryan McCulloch

DET Member

Acting Assistant Principal

Claire Parsons

DET Member and leader of eLearning and member of
Policy & Planning sub-committee
Minute Takers

Staff

Cath Campion
Wendy Franks

Education Support

* Principal and Assistant Principals participate across all sub-committees
School Council brings a diversity of views and experience across the SEPS community,
and we welcome parent contribution on our sub-committees. In fact, WE NEED YOU!
With many of our long-term committee members having moved on, we need your expertise and input on our committees. You are welcome to join our monthly subcommittee meetings, whether it be as a regular member, or an occasional contributor. Sub-committees are where the real action happens - proposals, discussions, investigations - with recommendations then taken to school council for endorsement.
For an outline of the scope of each sub-committee, please visit http://
www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/school-council.html If you are interested in participating, please email the office and we’ll get in touch with Webex virtual meeting details.
Sandringham.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

The sub-committees are:
Meets monthly on a

Next meeting

Finance

Friday at 8am

1st May

Facilities

Tuesday at 5.15pm

5th May

eLearning

Tuesday at 5.30pm

5th May

Community Partnerships

Tuesday at 6pm

5th May

Policy and Planning

Tuesday at 6.30pm

5th May

Fundraising

Tuesday at 7pm

5th May

PFA (Parents and Friends)

Meets monthly on a Monday at 9.15am

tba

And in case you’re wondering what it is that we do….

What is the function of School Council?











Overseeing the development of the school’s annual budget and ensuring proper
records are kept of the school’s financial operation.
Participating in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan.
developing, reviewing and updating policies that reflect the school’s values and
support the school’s broad direction outlined in its strategic plan.
Raising funds for school related purposes
Maintaining school grounds and facilities
Entering into contracts
Reporting annually to the school community and the Department
Creating interest in the school in the wider community
Representing and taking the views of the community into account
Regulating and facilitating after-hours use of school premises and grounds

School Council does not…








Manage the school
Employ ongoing teaching staff
Represent sectional interests
Determine class allocations
Discuss individual issues between teachers and students and/or parents
Purchase land or buildings
Enter into hire purchase agreements or obtain credit or loan facilities, unless authorised by the Minister

If you’d like to know more about the operations of a School Council, please visit http://
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/
schoolcouncils.aspx

In other news….
Oval Regeneration
Thank you to all those parents, staff and students who participated in community feedback regarding our Oval Regeneration Project. We received considerable feedback
with views across the spectrum in terms of preferences and ideas. From within that feedback, we had parents emerge with expertise in various areas and we thank them for allowing us to gather further information from those sources. Although School Council has
been exploring alternatives and collecting knowledge for some time, the community
feedback has highlighted a few areas where we would like to take the time to probe
further before progressing to any decisions. We will keep you updated on developments. In the meantime, our oval is enjoying a little holiday from the many young feet
and we are exploring the possibility of a quick ‘facelift’ for the dirt patches during this hiatus.

Thank You Staff!
We commend our school staff and leadership on their incredible effort in designing, supporting and guiding our students’ home learning. Their practice is continuing to evolve in
order to best meet the needs of different students and different households (while managing their own as well). Well done and thank you for an amazing contribution.
Thank you to parents and carers for your support as well. It has been and will continue
to be a challenging year for all our families. Please don’t hesitate to contact us with
feedback and input. As a School Council we endeavour to be inclusive and unbiased
and to represent the needs of all our stakeholders. We’re very much looking forward to
the day that we’re all back at school to be able to chat with you in the schoolyard or
over coffee at SEPS cafe!
In the meantime, stay safe everyone.
Alida Williams - School Council President

SEPS needs your know how
Do you have a bit of ‘know how’ to share with our school?
SEPS School Council are looking for people to join sub-committees
eLearning
Do you have an interest in technology and a passion for ensuring our kids have a great
foundation in eLearning? Based on feedback we get at info sessions, we know there are
many parents with these skills. Please join Claire Parsons for monthly meetings 5.30pm
Tuesdays.
Policy & Planning
Do you have great attention to detail, and skills to help review and update our school
policies? We have a review schedule and the team works throughout the year to look at
a few each month to ensure they support our great governance. Please join us monthly
on Tuesdays at 6.30pm.
Fundraising
This committee is looking for a whole new team of difference-makers. Whether you're a
great organiser or a ‘behind the scenes’ getting-things-done type parent, we desperately need you. We're keeping the plan simple this year, but the team needs to pass on
the baton. Please join Angie Derrick monthly on Tuesday evenings at 7pm.
Finance Committee
If you love numbers and want to contribute to financial planning at SEPS, please join David Brown for monthly meetings on Fridays at 8am.
School & Community Partnerships
This super committee looks at things like marketing, communication, social media and
relationships with our external partners. There’s always something engaging to discuss
and work on. Please join Scott Bundy for monthly meetings on Tuesdays at 6pm.
Facilities
The projects in this group are endless, however the discussion is always vibrant and highly
productive. If you’ve got skills in project management, building, landscaping a love of
rennovating, or if you just have an interest in ensuring our school environment is the best
it can be, we’d love your input. Please join Roberto Mastrandrea for monthly meetings
on Tuesdays at 5.15pm.
Parents & Friends Association
Did you know that you don’t have to be a class rep to be part of this association? Anyone is welcome to attend the monthly meetings at any time (it’s always a great way to
get a school update). But if you can’t get to meetings, pitching in to help with PFA
events will also be of great help. Please join Lisa Holmes monthly on Mondays at 9.15am.
“I wondered why somebody didn’t do something. Then I realised I am somebody”
Unknown
If you can help, please email us and request the SC Committee meeting video link at
sandringham.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
The pay’s not great, but the rewards are plentiful.
Sandringham East Primary School

Think • Imagine • Become

Community News
Hi SEPS community,
I just wanted to share this picture with you, of another group of deserving recipients of
our Lucky Ticket Easter Eggs. The medical staff from Monash doing front line testing for
Covid-19 welcomed our donation of eggs. Thank you to Mel Withington for distributing
and thank you, from the bottom of our hearts, for the amazing hard work you and your
colleagues are doing.
For those that missed last week's newsletter or Facebook. After much deliberation on
what to do with our donated eggs and contacting many charities to see if they were
able to receive these items, many of which could not, we ended up donating to
Sandringham Hospital, Sandringham Police Station, Moorabbin Fire Station and Monash
frontline nurses. A small gift to show
SEPS appreciation of the work performed by these dedicated individuals. The fireman who recieved the
eggs on Easter Saturday happened to
be the same crew that were on the
night of the Sandringham Primary
School fire, what a coincidence!!
Thank you to all the SEPS families that
donated eggs and I'm sure you all
agree they ended up going to many
deserving people.
Kind Regards

Lisa
PFA Acting President.

Community Support
One of the attributes of Sandringham East Primary School is our strong community. We
come together to support the children, the school and each other. There is no greater
need to come together and support each other than now. As such we’ve decided to
help our families promote their businesses in our newsletter. As of next Thursday the 30th
of April we will be running a classified section for businesses to promote their products
and services to our families. This will be in the form of short text blocks describing what it is
you do and how to contact you. We ask that your text is limited to 200 words max.
Please send through your text in an email to Sandringham.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Attn: Wendy Franks

Click here to view the whole article.

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help
successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children.

Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why
First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.

