
  

 

SCHOOL VISION 

To build a community that empowers, challenges and inspires learners to foster their 

creativity and talents, developing the skills to fulfil their dreams in an ever-changing 

world. 

...THINK...IMAGINE...BECOME... 

February 22, 2018 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

Newsflash—Level 4 Working Bee a resounding success! 

22 families and 8 staff enjoyed a great morning completing an amaz-

ing amount of work – thank you all for your commitment. 

Welcome Picnic 

Thank you to our school community who had so 

much fun at the Welcome Picnic. Kaboom staff 

were a hit with students once again and it was 

lovely to see parents mingling and chatting on a 

beautiful evening weatherwise. 

Parent Information—’Play is the Way’ Mar 8 at 7pm 

Parents are invited to an inspirational evening with Play is the Way 

guru Wilson McCaskill.  Every year after Wilson’s presentation I have 

parents saying “I wish I had come” after learning from other parents 

about his messages which apply to all families. 

Our amazing specialist and support teachers will provide babysitting 

for all school aged children—unfortunately no pre-schoolers though.  

Booking information will be available shortly to enable catering of 

your SEPS school aged children. 

Note School Council have funded this workshop so please take ad-

vantage of this great opportunity. 

Meet in the classrooms next door to the staff room/opposite the art 

room for this not to be missed opportunity. 

Communicating Professional Practice Days to our School Community 

The Department has developed the following information for some 

questions that parents may have about professional practice days. 

The aspiration to lift student outcomes across Victoria is at the heart of 

the Education State reforms. Quality teaching and school leadership 

are our two most powerful levers for achieving this aspiration. Support-

ing this aspiration, the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2017 

includes one professional practice day per term for full time teachers 

(pro-rata for part-time employees), for a teacher to be released from 

their scheduled duties to focus on the improved delivery of high quali-

ty teaching and learning. 

In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focus-

ing on improving the achievements of learners across Victoria, wheth-

2018 CURRICULUM DAYS 

Friday Mar 9 

No students at school on 

these pupil-free days 

Community Meetings 

Sub Committees 6pm Mar 6 

Fundraising 7pm Mar 6 

School Council 7pm Mar 13 

PFA 9.15am Mar 5 

Term 1 2018 Important Dates 

 Thursday Mar 8, 7pm—

8.30pm Parent Only ses-

sion ‘Play is the Way’ 

 Mar 13—JSC Funky Hair 

Day raising funds for Leu-

kaemia 

 Mar 16—Walkathon 

 Mar 18—Level 2 Working 

Bee 9am—11am 

 Mar 23—Bogan Bingo, 

parent only function 

CAMPS 

 Mar 15—26, Japan Tour 

 May 2—4, Camp Arrabri, 

Level 3 & 4 

 Aug 6—10, Ski Camp, 

Level 6 (optional camp) 

 Oct 12—Sleepover, Lev-

el 2 

 Nov 29—Dec 3, Woora-

binda Camp, Level 5 

HUNGER BUSTER 3.30—3.45pm 

 Mar 2—Home Group 4A 

 Mar 16—Home Group 4B 

 Mar 23—Home Group 4C 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 

Mar 5—last opening of our sec-

ond hand uniform shop prior to 

relocation.  Opens approxi-

mately 9.10am. 

2018 SCHOOL TERM DATES 

Term 1:  Ends 29 Mar, dismissal 

2.30pm 

Term 2: 16 Apr—29 Jun 

Term 3: 16 Jul—21 Sep 

Term 4: 8 Oct—21 Dec 
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er it is through improving the quality of educational services or changing the way we teach. 

The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop and improve the skills 

of our teachers. 

The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional, passionate 

teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills to meet the needs of their 

students. To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our teach-

ers too; we are committed to providing professional development opportunities for our teacher work-

force. 

Teachers will spend four days per year further developing their skills in areas that are aligned to the 

school priorities. Students will directly benefit from these improvements in their daily learning. 

SEPS teachers are taking time to improve their delivery of teaching and learning through the profes-

sional practice days as follows for term 1: 

 

The professional practice days are part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2017. Each 

full time teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year), to focus on the improved deliv-

ery of high quality teaching and learning.  

We know children sometimes find it different when their home teachers and level team is away from 

the classroom. Equally, it’s important that teachers take the time to focus on improving their profes-

sional practice because their learning directly impacts on your child’s learning experience. 

There is a learning plan in place to ensure that the education at SEPS continues as usual. 

We have planned the days so that there is minimal impact using known CRT’s to SEPS who are familiar 

with students and will follow the planned school programs.  Published information re-

garding ‘Teacher Professional Practice Days’ from the Department of Education & 

Training can be viewed by clicking here. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Laureen Walton. 

2018 Foundation Polos—Sale! 

We have a limited stock of 2018 Foundation Polos available for sale from the school of-

fice.  These polos are now selling for $20 (below cost price). 

Second Hand Uniform Shop Relocation Sale 

Our fabulous second hand uniform shop will have its final opening on March 5 before being relocated 

elsewhere in the school.  To help in moving there is a ‘relocation sale’ at the final opening which starts 

at approximately 9.10am (immediately following assembly), closing approximately 9.30. 

Team/Teachers Date 

Foundation Thursday March 15th 

Level 1 Wednesday Feb 28th 

Level 2 Wednesday Feb 21st 

Level 3 Monday March 5th 

Level 4 Wednesday March 13th 

Level 5 / 6 Wednesday March 14th 

Specialists Art Wednesday March 7th
 

PE Tuesday Feb 20th
 

Perf Arts Thursday March 22nd half day 

LOTE Wednesday Feb 28th 

http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Teacher_Professional_Practice_Days.pdf
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Library snippets 

Von’s ‘special quest’ to restore our library to its former glory is well on the way. But 

she needs your help.  We are seeking more volunteers to attend one off/regular 

morning ‘working bees’ to sort and order the books on the shelves. Thank you to those stalwarts who 

have already committed their time which is much appreciated. 

Fancy a social chit chat, coffee and a little community service? 

Why don’t you come along? Even if you can only spare 15 minutes, all help would be appreciated. 

When: Tuesday and Wednesday mornings  

Where: Library      Time: Between 9.00 and 10.40am 

Coffee and tea will be provided while you work. There’s sure to be some laughter and merriment while 

supporting a very good cause. 

PLEASE see Von in the library if you are able to help. 

Alternatively, let the Office Staff know and we will record your interest. 

School Council Elections – Information for Parents 

SEPS had four Parent positions for School Councillors to nominate for positions which will end in two 

years—2020. 

Three parent positions have been filled by Scott Bundy, Michelle Ferguson and Alida Williams. 

Jenny Dare and Claire Parsons have filled the DET positions. 

Congratulations and thank you to these new School Councillors. 

One more vacancy is available to be filled with another call made for nominations BY today (Thursday 

22nd) at 4pm.  If there is more than one nomination an election will be held. 

Timeline of Election 

Closing date for new call for nominations:  4pm Thursday, February 22 

Candidates and nominators will be posted:  4.30pm Thursday February 22 

Ballot papers will be prepared and distributed:  Monday February 26 

Close of ballot at:  4pm Monday, March 5 

Vote Count:  After 4pm Monday March 5 

Declaration of poll at:  9am Tuesday March 6 

Master Plan News 

 As part of the decanting we are preparing the relocated room next to 

the sandpit for OSHC. 

 Extend have applied to use this new location and next week we will relo-

cate the kitchen for them. The Extend staff are excited at the opportuni-

ty to set up and refresh in this new location. Tradesmen will be here next 

week to start & hopefully finish this work. Parents will be able to drop off and pick up entering 

through the Miller Street laneway. 

 Performing Arts are also relocating to this classroom. 

 Tenders are still open so no news yet re the builder. 
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 Furniture and resource removal is continuing and all staff are very busy with this huge task. 

 The first aid room has been relocated to the southern end of the JLC 

 Mrs Willis’s class will be relocated to the hall in the second last week of term. 

 Negotiations are still underway for the relocation of Art and LOTE programs. 

 There is a possibility that the old wooden classroom with Miss Ransom’s class may be 

demolished and the Mod 2 outside the office be relocated to that space….a pos-

sibility not probability at this stage (fingers crossed!) 

If there are any questions please don’t hesitate to contact Laureen. 

Look before you lock: a new campaign to highlight accidental leaving 

Raising awareness of 'fatal distraction' and its role in child safety. 

Accidentally leaving a child in the back seat of a car with potentially devastating 

consequences can happen to anyone—the only safeguard against it is to Look Be-

fore You Lock. The Department’s Look Before You Lock campaign—an Australian 

government first—aims to raise awareness about the phenomenon of ‘fatal distrac-

tion’, a condition that affects our short-term memory capacity. 

The condition occurs when stress, extreme exhaustion or a change in routine over-

loads our short-term memory system.  For parents, it can result in children being unintentionally left in 

cars, with potentially devastating consequences. 

Associate Professor Matthew Mundy, of the Monash Institute of Cognitive and Clinical Neurosciences, 

is Australia’s leading expert in this type of memory loss.  He worked closely with the Department to de-

velop the campaign. 

‘Short-term memory failure, when our brains become overloaded with things to remember, can have 

disastrous consequences,’ Dr Mundy says. 

‘It can cause parents and carers to accidently leave a child in a car, which can result in serious injury 

or, in extreme cases, the death of a child.’ 

Dr Mundy, who recently became a father himself, says early childhood professionals have an im-

portant role to play in helping parents and carers understand the potential dangers. 

He recommends checking in with parents or carers who seem distracted or have ‘… a lot on, too 

many tasks, trying to juggle many things at the one time,’ he says. 

‘And try to look out for people distracted by life events because we know a change of routine can 

impact on short term memory — that could be changing schools or child care.’ 

The Look Before You Lock campaign aims to encourage parents and carers to develop new habits to 

minimise the risk, such as checking the backseat every time they get out of the car. 

Mother of 12-month-old Zara, Poi Khoon Lai, recently took part in a photo shoot for the Look Before 

You Lock campaign. 

‘I really want people to remember to check the car before they lock, especially when they have a 

second baby,’ she says about allowing Zara to be in the campaign. 

‘I have nearly forgotten Zara a couple of times — your brain doesn’t work — especially with a new-

born.’ 

Dr Stacey Gabriel, Prevention and Health Promotion Director, said the Look Before You Lock cam-

paign had been developed in direct response to recommendations from the Victorian Coroner. 

‘Target audiences are primarily parents and caregivers of children aged 0-5, and early childhood, 

health, parenting support stakeholders and MCH nurses,’ she says. 

A fact sheet on short-term memory failure, its causes and potential consequences, and advice on 
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TERM 1, LEVEL NEWSLETTERS—Click below to view 

Foundation Level 1 & 2 Level 3 & 4 Level 4 & 5 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

Our Term 1 calendar is available for download by clicking on the icon 

how parents and carers can minimise the risk of fatal distraction has been developed with input from 

Dr Mundy. 

Over the next month, Look Before You Lock will be promoted through radio, billboard and online ad-

vertising, and public relations activities.  Posters have been sent to Maternal and Child Health centres 

and early childhood services. 

For more Look Before You Lock information, videos and tips on how to create a safer routine, see: ed-

ucation.vic.gov.au/looklock  

By Ali Morrow  Senior Communications Advisor, PESG - Communications 

I hope that our SEPS community enjoys another wonderful week of learning and fun at SEPS. 

Regards, 

 

Laureen Walton 

Principal—Sandringham East Primary School 

COMPASS NEWS 

Online Permissions Take a Win! 

Today the Level 3 & 4 Experience to Scienceworks scored 100% with all attending students complet-

ing an online permission slip.  We thank all the parents that worked through any issues they had with 

Compass to get this result over the line. 

Notifications – Clarification 

We have had feedback from some parents that they find the consistency of Compass communications a little 

confusing. We have spoken with the Compass managers and would now like to clarify a couple of things for 

you: 

 Notifications on the App 

You must remain signed into the Compass App to receive these notifications (not have the App open, but 

signed in) AND you will need to turn on notifications in the settings of your smart phone.  All parents with 

these settings enabled will then receive ‘push notifications’ sent by the school (push notifications are the 

instant message alerts). 

 Emails via Compass 

Presently, when we send an email via Compass only Parent ‘A’ of a family receives the message. 

In the case of students whose mum & dad live separately (and the school has been informed), Parent A of 

each of those families will be alerted. 

Compass & Sandy East School Website 

Over the coming weeks we will be working on a Compass knowledge base which will be accessible from our 

school website to assist with the use of Compass. 

Compass Feedback 

We are presently making recommendations to Compass to ensure communication is effective. 

We greatly appreciate the constructive feedback from families, thus assisting us to refine and improve Compass 

communication to suit the school’s needs and expectations. 

http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Term_Newsletter_Foundation.pdf
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Term_Newsletter_Level_1_and_Level_2.pdf
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Term_Newsletter_Level_3_and_Level_4.pdf
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Term_Newsletter_Level_5_and_Level_6.pdf
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Community_Calendar.pdf
http://education.vic.gov.au/looklock
http://education.vic.gov.au/looklock
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BUSY PARENTS—VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION 2018 

To find out more about Busy Parents Contributions please click here. 

SEPS are participating in the Coles Sport for Schools program where 

every $10 spent gains a voucher to go toward new sporting equip-

ment. A collection bin has been placed in the schools foyer 

http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Busy_Parents.pdf
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Busy_Parents.pdf
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT SANDY EAST THIS WEEK? 

FOUNDATION 

In Maths we have been exploring tens and ones through memory games, sums and tens tow-

ers. We have also begun learning about graphs and how to represent class data, such as our 

favourite colour. 

Science has seen us head out doors to discuss what we see in the sky and then record our 

findings through drawings and independent writing. 

It has been great to hear that students have been reading their take home books each night 

and using their THRASS charts at home as it has given them the confidence to challenge 

themselves to write independently during all lessons. 

We’ve been practising our writing in lots of different ways. Here are some 00B children who 

wrote some words that rhyme with ‘cat’ on whiteboards and are copying them onto the 

bricks with chalk!  We’ve been learning about some words this week that have the same let-

ters and sounds as ‘ant’, as well as writing about picture story books we love like Grug, Pos-

sum Magic and Pig The Pug. 

LEVEL 1 & 2 

Our chicks are growing every day and we are loving looking after them! We have been 

learning about their lifecycles and have enjoyed watching them grow from hatchlings into 

chicks. 

This week we have begun our focus children during Investigations and the level 1&2 students 

are excited about their new investigation areas in the JLC. 

The students have been looking at narratives this week and have been sharing narrative sto-

ries in class. Students have begun planning their own stories, which we cannot wait to read in 

the next few weeks! 

Take-home books are in full swing and students should be bringing a new book home each 

night. It is really important that all students are reading every night! 

Have a great weekend! 

LEVEL 3 & 4 

Wow, can you believe it’s the end of Week Four already? Term One is just flying and the stu-

dents are learning so much! This week they were buzzing with excitement for our Science 

Works excursion today. 

In the classroom, the students have been working hard on their learning. In Maths groups, we 

LEVEL 5 & 6 INTERSCHOOL SPORTS 
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are looking at addition and subtraction. During Reading, the students are practising a variety 

of comprehension skills and in Writing they have been learning about the structure of a narra-

tive as well as using their newly created Personal Writing journals.  As well as looking forward 

to Scienceworks, the students have also been very excited to be involved in conducting an 

experiment as part of our Science unit. 

The students have also loved using their laptops more frequently during class. Please remem-

ber to ensure that laptops are charged overnight and sent to school with a full charge to en-

sure that they can be used optimally. 

Looking forward to another amazing week next week. 

SPORTS 

The Seaside District Sports Association enters a Girls and 

Open Tennis Team in the School Sport Victoria (SSV) Tennis 

championships each year.  Two singles entries are entered 

in each of the Open & Girl’s Competitions representing the 

Seaside District. 

Selection is determined through a District Tennis Tournament 

held at the Royal Avenue Tennis Courts, Sandringham on 

Tuesday March 20th. 

To enter these trials students MUST be playing competition tennis.  Their coach must supply 

formal verification of club membership and grading. 

Cost is for the day is $13.00 per student. 

Please see Mr Dave Richardson if your child is interested in participating. 

LOTE 

Authentic Japanese learning with our Japanese intern 

Marin Sekine is spending four weeks working as a Japanese teaching assistant at Sandring-

ham East. From the very first class, the students have had many questions for Marin-sensei 

and it is clear that they will learn a great deal about Japan and Japanese culture from her.  

It is always wonderful to have extra help in the classroom. Marin-sensei has written a brief self-

introduction for everyone. If you see her in the schoolyard, please say “Konnichiwa”. 

“Konnichiwa!!” I’m Marin Sekine. Please call me Marin-sensei.  I came from Tokyo to teach 

Japanese culture.  I have played Kendo for a decade and I can play basketball.  If you have 

any questions about Japanese culture or Kendo, feel free to ask me. Thank you. 

Christmas cards from our Japanese sister school 

Late last year Level 5 and 6 students wrote letters to students at our sister school in Yoko-

hama, Japan. We have received some gorgeous Christmas cards in reply. Unfortunately, 

they arrived just after the end of the school year.  However as soon as the Level 5 and 6 stu-

dents return from camp they will be writing back. 
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WHAT’S COOKING THIS WEEK? 
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EXTEND—BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Extend OSHC at Sandringham East Primary School     

Recap: 
We began the week with a team Jenga competition. We then designed our own card games. We also had great fun having an Uno tour-
nament with each other. We then used craft materials to make lots of cool designs and then we made our own comic strip. It was great to 
see what everyone made!  
 
Caitlin and the team at Extend 
 
Our Extend Superstar is... 

Jacob N. for following instructions and having great listening skills at Extend. Keep up the good work!  
 
Next week’s activities: 
 
Monday 26th February 
 Word search competition 
 
Tuesday 27th February 
 Drawing competition 
 
Wednesday 28th February 
 Painting 
 
Thursday 1st March 
 Paper go karts 
 
Friday 2nd March 
 Cotton ball craft 
 
PARENT PORTAL: extend.com.au 

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE 

Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help successfully raise 

confident, happy and resilient kids.  There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial 

and error from raising children. 

Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why First Borns 

Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it.  Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in 

newspapers and magazines across Australia.  Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full 

website. 

Read Michael Grose’s latest article—‘Working closely with your child’s teacher this year’ by clicking 

the INSIGHTS logo below. 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf
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FOSTER CARERS NEEDED 

If you have thought about foster care, please get in touch and ask the questions you have always 

wanted to... 

Ring:   Key Assets 1800 932 237 or 1800 WE CARE 

Email:   info@keyassets.com.au 

Websites:  canifoster.com.au  keyassets.com.au 

COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES:  The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School do not 

endorse the products or services of any private advertiser.  They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information con-

tained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

mailto:info@keyassets.com.au
http://canifoster.com.au/
http://www.keyassets.com.au/
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Autumn School Holiday Program 

Our new Autumn program is packed full of great activities. Have you filled out the 2018 Annual Family Enrolment? If not you can complete here now. 

Bookings open 10am Wednesday 28 February 
Bookings close 5pm Wednesday 21 March 
 
Make sure you read our updated Terms and conditions and refund policy. 
Head to our website for further information. 

https://bayside.formstack.com/forms/2018_annual_youth_services_program_enrolment
https://www.bayside.vic.gov.au/school-holiday-program

