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Here is the link to the GoFundMe page to support funding the lawyers. https://
gofund.m7e/c11c4d3c

Dear Parents, staff and students,
What an exciting week we have had. We will wait until Friday to distribute this final
newsletter to have the level 6 graduation news after Thursday’s graduation.
The Carols night on Monday was an amazing success with a packed house and some
very excited students, not to mention Rufus and Santa’s helper. Thank you all for your
support.

Our Principal’s For A Day ( Principal Harry and Principal Lachlan) were very busy but
rewarded with a lunch at The Italian Café. They were so impressed that they were out of
the school. Mind you Russell and I never get to have lunch out, so we enjoyed the treat
as well. Our “Principals” Harry and Lachlan sorted books for the classroom libraries,
delivered the special gift of the beautiful book that is going to all students and visited
classrooms to talk about the expectations for students to complete the year in a positive
way. We loved their happy chatter and enthusiasm to experience our work with Russell
and myself.

Thank you for your work this year
The end of the 2022 school year should be marked with a sense of both satisfaction and
optimism. The challenges of this year have been well-documented and you need no
reminding of them, I’m sure.
But it is worth saying again what an extraordinary job has been done by all working in our
schools to maintain school operations, keep students learning and support their wellbeing
through the most trying of circumstances.
David Howes
Deputy Secretary
Schools and Regional Services
Reflection of the 2022 school year…
Thank you so much to our wonderful staff and community who have all worked together
to make this a year to remember with our exciting celebrations of the 90th birthday of
SEPS.
We are a very special community which I am extremely proud and privileged to lead. We
started off with a bang with everyone enjoying the welcome picnic. We have focussed
on the wellbeing of students and staff. We have been recovering from our individual
effects of Covid and unfortunately there are still cases within our school community. We
have managed camps thankfully, with a level 2 fun day held in place of sleepover.
Market Day was achieved with an amazing result by level 6 students with a fun day and
impressive results.
Critical friends Misty Adoniou and Adam Voigt, as well as our own expertise within our
teaching staff, have ensured our learning progress. We farewelled Adam Voigt after 4
years of our partnership learning about The Restorative Approach.
Our teacher’s focus has always been on students and their academic and social /
emotional learning. I am proud of all the quality teachers and leaders we have at SEPS
who I can rely upon, thank you. Our specialist programs provide experiences for our
students and with the added Wilko’s science this year what fortunate students!
Assistant Principal Russell has shown amazing strength and dedication throughout this
year in support of myself as well as the school and we congratulate him on achieving an
Acting Principal position at a sought-after Bayside School – Beaumaris PS.

The successful shade sail grant was actioned with the amazing outdoor classroom
available in the front garden. Not so good is the battle we are having with developers our concern about overlooking, shadowing and child safety is being fought currently
with a VCAT hearing scheduled on Feb 13th. School Council have worked hard on their
committees and currently are focussed on gaining the best we can from the VCAT
proceedings.
I appreciate the committed office staff in Wendy, Leanne and Sharon, who are always
on hand to trouble shoot and look after our welfare, and support the many requests
made of them.
Education Support staff show their care and concern for students and support our staff
and students as well as through First Aid, Stop and Go. Sabine has continued to support
students with their welfare. and families. We have benefitted many families through
CASEA at our school this year. Marco has got the vegetable garden up and running
again. Jane has steamed on throughout the year and the library is looking well loved.
We cannot forget that Joe and Geoff, work tirelessly to keep the grounds so well
maintained and safe for students. I do value and appreciate what everyone involved
with SEPS do to make the school such a great place.
Our focus for 2023 includes:

And so much more to come……….
I hope that you each have a good rest and come back refreshed, renewed and ready
to take on 2023. Have a safe and happy Christmas and New Year and a restful holiday
with family and friends.
Farewells
I wish our leaving staff the very best in their challenges and endeavors in new ventures
which I hope are fulfilling. Kate Hallowell is also having a change next year and Michael
Herron is moving closer to home.
Russell will be a great loss to all of us. He is such a loyal, trustworthy, and dedicated
Assistant Principal, and friend personally. Russell just loves Sandy East and we have
enjoyed many laughs together. There will be many new things to tackle as Principal, but
Russell knows I am always on the end of the phone. We wish him well in his new challenge
and he’s not too far away. Thanks Russell, for all that you have done over four years of
hard work for the SEPS community. We’ll miss you so much Russell. Russell becomes
number 9 in the Principal Class promotions from Sandy East, with SEPS a successful
breeding ground to share such great leaders amongst other schools.
Staffing 2023
Students met their new teacher and classmates on Wednesday and should have brought
a letter home to you. Please check their bag if it hasn’t reached you yet.
Be advised that we are working hard to secure teachers for the two classes in level 5 and
6. We already had an advertisement on Recruitment Online but that doesn’t close until
next Sunday evening.
Along with the Assistant Principal process we will try to secure answers and inform you
ASAP, but fingers crossed!
Our Specialist staff and Education Support staff are outlined below.

2022 Achievement
The Semester 2 reports will be uploaded on COMPASS for parent viewing and
celebration on Monday 19th December.
Students experienced a “Step Up “Day spending time in their new level with current level
teachers. This gave them an understanding of the curriculum they will experience in
their new level.

Parent Helpers Morning Tea Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!
What a scrumptious morning tea spread the staff provided, thank you all.
Thank you to everyone in our school community for working together to make Sandy
East a better place. Thank you to the many parents who have organised the many
events which our school community have enjoyed. School Council also deserves a wellearned thank you for their hard work this year particularly with the difficult work re the
development.

What would we do without the enormous support we enjoy from the many friends and
helpers who work for the benefit of Sandy East students? This is certainly a great strength
of our school and ensures that our community culture of helping each other is alive and
well.

We appreciate the work and support from parents, friends, and community for:

Books – We are thankful for the generous donations of children’s books for SEPS class
libraries and for Sandringham Lions. Thank you all so much for your generous donations.
Our classrooms and Lions are very grateful. Remember if during the holidays you some
clearing to keep your books until school is open again on January 27th.
2022 Graduation.
What a treat it was for our level 6 graduating students to be able to celebrate with
parents on Thursday!
Message to the level 6 students from Mrs Walton…
When you first started in 2016 – how enthusiastic and ready for learning you were. How
exciting when you reached 100 days of school. And then there were so many events
over your seven years at SEPS, camps being so popular. The pandemic threw a spanner
in the works and you showed your resilience after 6 lockdowns and with remote learning
over your last years. I am so proud of you all with that amazing market day which raised
$5662 for your graduation today and for a gift towards the purchase of a either a new
Sandy East marquee or the newly named house banners. All the very best at your
secondary schools and keep in touch with us at Sandy East.

The story about the tiny frogs….

We bid a fond farewell to many amazing SEPS families from our graduating class who
we’ll miss at Sandy East.

A huge thank you ALL as Class Parents, PFA members, helpers at camps and excursions
and all round supporters who make our school such a great community – thank you all.
Of significance is the dedication of Alida Williams who has given so many years to Sandy
East. Alida Williams has been both PFA and SC President extraordinaire, leading the SEPS
community through the pandemic years. Alida has been such a committed and valued
member of School Council and we have seen her love of SEPS and pride in all that has
been achieved on Alida’s watch. The school community are indebted and thankful for
leading our school community through difficult and challenging times.
Andrew Charlton and James McConkey have both been valued members of School
Council as well, making a difference with their contributions - thank you both.
Sophia Ali’s work in so many aspects of our school is noted and valued. Sophia is
always at events, helping at fundraising and running the second-hand shop. Thank you,
Sophia, for your enormous contribution to SEPS.
We still have many of you with siblings still involved which is great.
We wish all our leaving families the very best and hope that you always remember the
good times at Sandy East.

Seyed Abdollahi and Atousa Rezazadeh
Johanna Lehtomaki and Johnathan Arnold
Susan Pekin and Cameron Baillie
Carmen Barnett and Glenn Reither
Christal and George Belayiannis
Melanie Bray
Glenn Zeeuwe
Louise Paech and Michael Campbell
Rebecca and Jonathan Carstens
Natalie and Nick Charakas
Andrew and Kylie Charlton
Georgina and Jason Cooper
Gabi Reichart and Matthew Cootes
Simone Den Boon Sommers
Jochem Den Boon

Peta and Richard Dyke
Karen and Mark Eppel
Richard Evenden
Ivy McKenna
Patrick Garton
Nicole Mahoney
Joanne Crampton and Grant Greenway
Rosalind and Peter Stirling
Julie McDonagh and Pascal Hickey
Michelle Stephens
Ali Jahiu
Minivere Beqiri
Kate and James Leplaw
Sophia Ali and James McConkey
Vivian Mianji
Keyan Mianji
Katie and Bruce Miller
Katy and David Milne
Cara and Lucien Morel
Kim Ten Hacken and Damien Munro
Sarah and Mark Murray
Genevieve and Kannan Nair
Seyed Davood and Maryam Zalpoor
Joanne and Charles Newell
Sharon and Simon Oliver
Amanda Payton
Bennjamin Payton
Daniel Sullivan and Laura Wells
Alida and Roland Williams
Eva Winterburn-De Cocq and Andrew Winterbur

Quote of the week

LOTE

What a great year we had in Mandarin class! I cannot believe it has already come to the
end of the year.
This year, I saw so much personal and language growth from Level 1 to Level 4 students.
Many students came to me and told me how they found Chinese so hard to learn at the
beginning of the year, and now they are so much more confident. I can see the
confidence on their face. Students are more open to speaking the Mandarin language
and are more willing to give it a try. Their hard work has been rewarded with excellent
results across the levels. I am so proud of their achievement in this subject.

In 2023, SEPS will have the Mandarin Program across the school from Foundation to Level
6. I look forward to having a great year ahead with the whole school and having some
fun cultural learning with Level 6 students.
I wish all the SEPS community a Merry Christmas and a Happy Holiday! See you all in 2023.

Best Regards,
Zhao Lao Shi (Mrs. Zhao)

Art
ART NEWS!
We have had a fabulous year in art in 2022, with the highlight being our art show ‘Shine’
where the students really did shine! Thanks to all the families who have given me such
wonderful support and positive feedback for this event and throughout the year. And of
course, thanks to all the students who put so much effort into showcasing their amazing
artworks. It truly is a joy to be part of their creative journey.

We have been having lots of fun in art creating beautiful reindeers to help give some
Christmas cheer! Here are some delightful ones from 2A.

Smocks!

Art smocks will be coming home this week and need to be washed please, then returned
on the first day of school in 2023. Please make sure it has your child’s name and class
clearly marked.

Thanks, Julie Van Etten, Visual Art.

Foundation
Just like that, it is over! The incredible Foundation students of 2022 have almost finished
their first year of primary school. We still remember the first day, waiting in the garden
eager to meet their teacher (and us our class) and have their first day of school. I
remember students finding it hard to hold their pencils, not being able to pack their bags
or remove their jumpers and struggling to write their names or read a word. But now, all
the above seem like a distant memory (well almost).
To say we are proud of each student is an understatement. It has been a delight
teaching your children and watching them grow and change this year.
On Wednesday they had their first session in the JLC, spending time with their new class
and teacher. We are excited to see the continual growth in year one and know they are
ready for the step up to new and exciting challenges and adventures.
Finally, how great were the carols! The children performed beautifully singing and signing
in Auslan.
Well, that’s it from us, signing off for 2022.
From Mrs Fitness, Ms Parsons, Ms Leal and Mrs Foster, thank you for a wonderful year, you
should be extremely proud of your children, I know we are.
Have a wonderful summer break.

The Foundation team.

Level Happenings – 3/4

Level 3 and 4 were proud to present their ERP to parents during our Expo on Tuesday.
We appreciate the support of our community, who came in large numbers to see our
final ERP for 2022. It was also wonderful to share the Carols night with families, what an
amazing night. Our final celebration for 2022 is our sports day party on Monday, at
Spring Street oval. We hope the weather is kind.

LIBRARY

The library is now closed for student borrowing for the
year.

Please return all books to the library before the end
of next week.
A fee of $20 will be requested for all books not
returned by 19th December.
Thank you.

COFFEE VAN NEWS
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