Vision: To build an inclusive community where our children are active learners, critical
thinkers and creative explorers.
Think… Imagine… Become
Values: Care Aspiration Respect

-

Always our best

Dec 19th 2019

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,
Well, we made it! Thank you so much to our wonderful school community of staff, students, parents and
friends who have all worked together to make 2019
another amazing year at Sandy East. The trials and
challenges we overcame with the building works
shows what fantastic students, teachers and parents
we have in our very special community which I am
extremely proud and privileged to lead. This is the
final newsletter for the year and the last one ever for
many of our Level 6 families.
Reflection of the 2019 school year…
Thank you so much to our wonderful staff, parents
and community who have all worked together to
make this another amazing year at Sandy East. We
are a very special community.

Upcoming Events & Activities
 19 Dec - Picnic BYO 5.30pm + SEPS
Carols 6.30pm
 20 Dec - 1pm Assembly - 1.30 dismissal

2020 Week 1 & 2 Events
 28 Jan - Curriculum Day
 29 Jan - First day of school for students except Foundation Students
 29 Jan - Leadership Assembly
9.00am
 30 Jan - First day of school for Foundation students plus FoundationParents - Welcome morning tea
9.00am
 5 Feb - Foundation Maths Assessment day
 7 Feb - Hunger Buster 5/6A

We have enjoyed another BIG year for us. The move
during the year into our new learning spaces was a great effort thank you all. I am proud
that spaces are now working well for students with our learning in classrooms. Excursions,
camps, Market Day, Graduation, and the many opportunities to celebrate our talents in
specialist’s classes have been amazing learning opportunities for students this year. It has
been wonderful to see the presentations of learning in Foundation – Level 2 Investigations,
and the Level 3 - 6 Education Research Projects (ERP’s).
For teaching staff it has also been a year of professional learning with co teaching, leadership and modern learning spaces our focus. The Learning Specialists have worked hard
to support the SIT team and teachers through mentoring, modelling, and coaching. Critical friends Adam Voigt, Misty Adoniou and Tracey Ezard, as well as our own expertise
within our teaching staff have ensured our learning progress. Teacher’s focus is always on
students and their academic and social / emotional learning.
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I am proud of all the quality teachers and leaders we have at SEPS who I can always rely
upon, thank you. The respectful and reliable support from Assistant Principal Russell Watson has been fantastic.
I appreciate the committed office staff in Cath, Leanne and Wendy, who are always on
hand to trouble shoot and look after our welfare, and support the whole school initiatives. Education Support staff show their care and concern for students and support our
staff as a whole through First Aid, Stop and Go and student care.
Our School Councillors are each so special with dedication – leading committees which
ensure our school is the best it can be. PFA is another wonderful team who support the
school in so many ways. What an extraordinary Fundraising team we had presenting
such an amazing Seaside Fair and raising over $34,000 bringing the fundraising total for
the year to $69,702.

I do value and appreciate what you each do to make Sandy East the place to be – the
place with a fantastic community and vibe!
At SEPS there are always excitements, celebrations and inspirations that keep me wanting to come to work every day. The joy on student’s faces as they achieve new learning
is so special.
I hope that you all have a safe and happy Christmas and New Year and a restful holiday
with family and friends. We will see you back on January 29 th for a 9am assembly in the
stadium. Thank you all for your remarkable contributions.
Principals for a Day
Five students ( Kate, Jack, Hudson, Jasper
and Leo )were excited to be Principal’s for
a day on Wednesday. They enjoyed corporate dressing and performing the many
tasks that a Principal does each day.
Some of the jobs they thought we did
were: lots of tough decisions, water the
plants, fundraising, decide what classes
we’re in and what classes the teachers
have, looking after Meanie the turtle, making sure we are a sun smart school, answer
the phone, have meetings, asking for money from the government for our new buildings, and lots more.

I’m sure they learnt so much about
being a Principal/ Assistant Principal
which we hope inspired them in their
future careers. They enjoyed their
“business lunch “, something that we
don’t do but it was a treat for them.
Russell and I were so pleased to get to
know these students today and they
are a credit to their families – well
mannered, respectful, showed gratitude and generally good fun. We
look forward to our next Principals at
the close of term 1.

Staff farewell
On Friday we farewell Anthony Klvac and Connie Antenucci.




Anthony will experience teaching at other schools as a Relief teacher and I’m sure
we will see him and Tommy back at SEPS. We will miss Anthony’s great contribution
to caring for our school in so many ways – most Sundays Anthony is at school looking after Ollie the turtle, caring for the chickens, checking out his lovely lawn and
preparing for his students. Come back soon!
Connie is celebrating her appointment to Surry Hills. Thank you Connie for your work
with our students. What passion we see in these lessons. I acknowledge Connie’s
great work to move from the Extend building to set up her new room so brilliantly,
thank you. We wish you the very best in your new school Connie.

Staff on leave in 2020
We will miss these teachers and look forward to their return in 2021





Robyn Hall is having a well-earned break to have time to pursue other interests.
Tessa Duscher is moving to experience life in Canada for a year.
Jenny Dare has been offered an experience in her former career until November.
Aaron Armitage will take another year of leave to travel and explore warmer climates.

We welcome our new teachers to SEPS 2020








Megan Ferguson teaching level 1 coming from Taralgon PS
Sarah Buckingham teaching level 3 coming from Parkdale PS
Andy Coutts teaching level 4 coming from Mordialloc Beach PS
Dani Pellicori teaching level 1 coming from Glendal PS
Johannes Scherpenhuizen is returning to teach Performing Arts
Jana Hain and Lisa Fennessy returning from Family Leave will teach level 2
Eileen Thompson returning from Family Leave will share with Simon Hargreaves in
level 2

Congratulations to:
Rhiannon Harris-Tudor and Ed on the arrival of a beautiful little daughter.

Classes 2020
Students visited their new classes and met their 2020 teachers yesterday and we welcomed new students to the school as well as our new staff. Our transition to new levels
also gave students a feel of what is to be expected in their classes next year. It was great
to see the excited students looking forward to their next year level. Every student will
bring home a letter and map for your information.
Soiree
Last Tuesday evening we were proud of
Katani’s singing students who performed
brilliantly and confidently showing how
much they have learnt this year and how
much they enjoy learning singing from
Katani. What a talented teacher we have
in Katani who has just released “Midnight”
on Spotify – well done all.

Graduation for Level 6 students
There are many highlights to the journey over seven years of primary education. The
most memorable is, undoubtedly, the first day at school and how since then students
have developed relationships and friendships with peers and teachers.
There are many personal memories of school at SEPS and our students will recognise they
were a part of our amazing building developments and the first students to work collaboratively in the new learning spaces, as well as the first graduating class to celebrate in
our stadium.
They have been a wonderful cohort of many different skills, talents and abilities – some
academics, sportspeople, some wonderful caring students who have provided great
leadership for your peers and Foundation buddies.
Our level 6 teaching team provided wonderful teaching, care and sound guidance to
complement the work of all SEPS teachers in previous years. We celebrate the way you
have learnt from your mistakes, because you can’t succeed if you are not prepared to
take a risk. When you take risks you are bound to stumble somewhere along the way,
but that is the way we learn to cope with new learning and new challenges.

Our graduating students can depart in the knowledge that Sandy East has served them
well. No doubt our young people will go on to a variety of exciting and rewarding careers. I hope the values and friendships developed during your primary years will continue to provide support as they face the adventures and challenges of secondary school
and beyond.
We congratulate each of you and wish you the very best in life.
We hope that you will pursue your dreams and always remember the good times at
Sandy East when you think… imagine… and become great citizens of the world.
We also take this opportunity to thank our graduating families who will no longer have
siblings at our school – those who have contributed to the life of Sandy East over many
years.

John Arbuckle has been on School Council with great contributions developing policies while Ruth helped us with grant writing.


Gary Forrest was Treasurer on School Council for many years with Alison a great
worker for PFA.



Kellie Haddrick established and led the School Council community partnerships
committee.



Jen Hill is our current treasurer on School Council and we will greatly miss her expertise.



Nicole Livingstone, with thanks for speaking to politicians to help secure our funding.



Victoria Steele has covered countless books in the library for us and assisted us in
the office.

Thank you.
We also appreciate the support from the following families who have been contributors
on PFA, Class Parents, helpers for working bees, school sport, excursions & camps, and
will be leaving SEPS this year:
Adams, Barby, Campbell, Chau, Davies-Gray, Dennis, Douglas, Escott, George, Gloster,
Holden, Hunt, Hunter, Ignatova, Lewis, Macs, Mc Kinna-Shoji, Meadows, Nuttall, Oldham,
Preston, Quinlan-Watt, Scott, Thatcher, Wells, Westerfur, Yardley.
Thank you all for your contributions and I wish you all the very best and hope that you
stay in touch with us at SEPS.
Final Assembly will celebrate our level 6 graduates and commence for all school community at 1pm on Friday Dec 20th in the stadium. All students will have their belongings
there and parents will collect children after assembly. All families are invited to final assembly starting promptly at 1pm with consideration of the hot weather so it may be a
shortened assembly as we say farewell to students and families leaving SEPS.

Reunion of buddies from 2013
How fantastic to see these buddies reunite after seven years when they met up again at Graduation on
Monday. What a lovely story that Finn was connecting again at Owen’s graduation.

Lost Property
There is a pile of lost clothing and lunch boxes in the
office foyer – please take the time to check these
belongings before they are disposed of.

Pre-Christmas clear out at home
Before the new load of toys arrive from Santa at your
home we would love you to check and see anything
that may no longer be required, that can be used in
classrooms.
The Foundation, Level 1 and 2 students would love
any excess good quality picture story books, lego,
dress ups, wooden blocks, magnetic connectives or
construction items. Many thanks for your support.
Reminder - Sandringham East Class Parent Representatives 2020
Usually we have two parents who support each other in the role. The nominated Class
Parent Representative (Class Rep) provides a very important function in our school community. The role is one of liaison between the class teacher, other parents in the class,
and the school council committees, with a purpose to help foster good communication
in the school and to assist in the development of the school community.
We invite you to nominate yourselves as a 2020 Class Rep, keeping in mind the following
considerations:


The Class Rep (or a delegate) FROM EVERY CLASS should be able to attend Parent
and Friends Association meetings, so as the parents in their class are well informed
about what various school committees are doing.



The Class Rep should be able to delegate, so the whole school community can
have an opportunity to contribute to activities.

The Class Rep should have the required time to dedicate to this important role to ensure
successful lines of communication, which are generally via email.
Please let Lisa Holmes know with a note to the office addressed to Lisa if you wish to be a
2020 Class Parent. NOTE 2019 Class parents must let Lisa know if you DO NOT want to
continue next year.

End of Year Reminders for Families
Please ensure any outstanding 2019 payments are finalised now.


2020 Student Requisites are arriving soon, so please prioritise payment of your child’s
student requisites now so that they can receive them ready for the school year.



School Sport commences in the first weeks of 2020 for Level 4 - 6 students. For students to attend, payment of the Sports Levy must be made by February 2020.



Please note the term 1 dates in the class letter sent home with students.



Book your baby sitters for the informative not to be missed evening with Wilson
McCaskill on Feb 20th from 6.30 to 8.00pm regarding our Play Is the Way program.

Thank you to our families who have already responded to the 2020 Family Payments &
Contributions which covers the above requests. However, if you have not received notification we urge you to contact our school office.
Click here to view and download the 2020 calendar for Term 1
Please like our facebook page and share with
family and friends who take an interest in the
school’s improvements and news.
Quote of the week supports our Play Is the Way Program at SEPS:
“ The main tool for raising children is commonsense. Be wary of those who would make a
science of commonsense.”

Wilson McCaskill
The New Year
Teachers and staff will be back at school preparing classrooms in late January and on
the Curriculum Day, January 28th staff will be planning and learning. We will see you all
again at SEPS next year on January 29th with a leadership assembly at 9am where our
leaders for 2020 will be announced and presented with badges by Brad Rosewall, member for Sandringham.
Holiday Greetings
I wish you a very Happy Christmas and New Year with your family and friends and hope
you enjoy a relaxing and safe holiday break. I look forward to another exciting year
ahead.
Regards to all,

Laureen Walton
Principal

Click here to view the full article

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help
successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why
First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.

Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website.

Extend OSHC at Sandringham East Primary School
PARENT PORTAL: extend.com.au

What’s Been Happening?
Hello SEPS friends and families!
During our last week of Term students have enjoyed engaging in science, sports and
art activities such as skittle science, artistic Mandalas, Cricket, Christmas Craft and
Cheesy Nachos! These activities saw children demonstrate and further develop their
creativity, imagination, problem solving, investigative, team-work and communication
skills.

On Monday we used our amazing creativity skills to draw rainbow patterns on Reindeer templates, creating intricate and very beautiful Mandalas. On Tuesday we continued our lolly experimenting - this time with Skittles! We watched in awe as the colour
from the lollies made a beautiful rainbow in our bowls. On Wednesday we made
Christmas cards for family and friends, writing lovely holiday messages and drawing
and painting awesome art onto them. We hope you like them!
During our time outside this week we played lots of Cricket - practicing our batting,
bowling and fielding skills. On the Last day of term we celebrated our awesome year
at Extend with Cheesy Nachos (our favourite!) and a movie!
Our holiday bookings for Summer 2019/20 are now open! Check out the super awesome and action-packed timetable at https://www.extend.com.au/holiday-program/
sandringham-east-primary-school
Sun Smart Notice - We all need to remember to bring a hat to Holiday Care so we can
be a sun smart crew at Extend!
We hope you have all had a wonderful and fun-filled year at Extend and we look forward to seeing you on on the Summer Holidays!
A Very Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays from Bethany and the SEPS Extend Crew (:

