December 21st 2017
2018 SCHOOL TERM DATES
SCHOOL VISION
To build a community that empowers, challenges and inspires learners to foster their
creativity and talents, developing the skills to fulfil their dreams in an ever-changing
world.
...THINK...IMAGINE...BECOME...

Term 1: 29 January (school
teachers start) to 29 March
2018(Thursday) *
First Day Term 1 for Students –
Tuesday 30 January 2018
Term 2: 16 April to 29 June
2018
Term 3: 16 July to 21 September 2018
Term 4: 8 October to 21 December 2018

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,
Well, we made it! Thank you so much to our wonderful school
community of staff, students, parents and friends who have all
worked together to make 2017 another amazing year at Sandy
East. We are a very special community which I am extremely
proud and privileged to lead. This is the final newsletter for the
year and the last one ever for many of our Level 6 families.
The headline news this week is certainly the announcement by
Philip Dalidakis of $7.8 million for the construction of our Master
Plan. Yes you heard right $7.8 million – how proud we are of all
School Councils and staff over many years to have achieved
this great feat.
Philip Dalidakis has worked determinedly for our school to
achieve this funding and we thank Minister Merlino for the faith
he has shown for our future development.
I also acknowledge Murray Thompson, MLA Sandringham, who
has also worked tirelessly for our school over many years to
achieve this end.
I recognise past School Council Presidents’ Colin McGuinnessSmith, Ben Solly, Steve Pleasant, Marcus Harvey, Geoff
McRobinson and currently Belinda Wilson. I also value Assistant
Principals Pam Anderson, Kendra Parker, Lynne Kemp and currently Genevieve Casonato and Facilities Committee members
Karen Roberts, Andrew Newton, Russell Bennett, Kate Hornsby

2018 CURRICULUM DAYS
Monday, 29th January
Monday 12th February
Friday 9th March
4th Day TBC
No students at school on these
pupil-free days
Term 1 2018 Important Dates
Thursday Feb 1st—Welcome
Morning Tea
Tuesday Feb 6th—School Photos
Tuesday Feb 13th—Meet the
Teacher 1pm-7pm
Friday Feb 16th—Welcome
Picnic 5.30-7.30pm
Sunday Feb 18th—Level 4
Working Bee
Feb 19-23 L56 Canberra Camp
Mar 15-26—Japan Tour

and Andrew Charlton who have all been on board with me to achieve this feat.
Our 4th Master Plan has been the lucky one! The school appreciates the work achieved by
staff at INDEC and VSBA as well as DET Facilities team at Southern Region.
Mostly I thank the amazing staff and parent community for their patience, support and faith
that eventually we will achieve our dream of more acceptable learning facilities for our
Sandy East students. Thank you one and all. Think…Imagine…Become.

Dean Sherr
Electorate Office Manager
Office of Philip Dalidakis MP
Member for Southern Metropolitan Region:
Phone: (03) 9557 1500
Fax: (03) 9557 1522
Address: 281 Centre Road Bentleigh 3204
Email: dean.sherr@parliament.vic.gov.au
MAJOR SCHOOL UPGRADE FOR SANDRINGHAM STUDENTS
Students at Sandringham East Primary School will have a new competition-grade stadium and gymnasium
next year thanks to a $7.8 million injection from the Andrews Labor Government.
Stage one of the project will see a new stadium built, which will house a competition-grade gym, as well as music and art facilities, staff facilities and a canteen.
The upgrade’s second stage will comprise a new state-of-the art, double-storey classroom building to support a
range of teaching activities. Landscaping will also be done to boost outdoor learning activities.
Sandringham East Primary School was one of 35 schools to share in $12 million in the 2016-17 State Budget
to undertake detailed designs and planning. This latest boost will provide the infrastructure.
The State Government is upgrading schools and building news ones under its commitment to provide safe and
state-of-the-art facilities for all students.
The Government is investing billions of dollars to make Victoria the Education State – a state where every
child, in every community, in every school, has access to a great education.
Victoria’s school building boom has delivered more than 1,200 school upgrades and 56 new school projects
across the state, supporting almost 5,000 construction jobs for Victorians.
Quotes attributable to Member for Southern Metropolitan Philip Dalidakis
“This new facility will provide a big boost to the Sandy East Primary School family with great new spaces to enrich students’ learning experience in and outside the classroom.”
“It is part of our Government’s plan to make sure every student has access to the latest facilities and modern
teaching to give them a great start in life.”
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Changes to our classroom locations.
Because of the funding news we have, as a staff, agreed that the least change is better for students. Our decanting plan will be put in place as of Term 1. The only class to move at the end
of Term 1 will be 5/ 6 C who will move to the hall from Term 2 onwards. NOTE the OOC Foundation class (Miss Ransom’s) will now be located in the Japanese room.
All level 1 and 2 students will be located in the JLC
Level 5 / 6 boys’ class will now be located in the relocatable building next to the Japanese
room but in term 1 there will still be space allowing for break out learning along the corridor.
Performing arts will relocate to the relocatable next to the roofed sand pit.
Japanese and Art will pack most of their resources in containers which will be on site soon and
their lessons in term 1 will continue in the Art Room with Japanese in the single room next to the
office (where Foundation OOD was this year).
A Term 2 plan is ready to cater for Japanese, Art, Staffroom and Sick Bay so we are already well
prepared and looking ahead. Thank you to staff who have been so busy preparing for these
moves. Their dedication is very much appreciated.

We farewell the following staff as mentioned in last week’s newsletter…
Von Singleton and Catherine Boulton from the Office
Tanya Tsiakos our library assistant has been appointed to Dingley PS
Michelle Smith who is moving to Osborne as AP for term 1
Meaghan Woods who is also returning to her position at Osborne PS
Anthony Klvac who will be working with other schools and SEPS for 2 days a week.

Staff News
Congratulations to:
Karen Roberts who has been appointed Acting Assistant Principal for next year
2018 Learning Specialists teachers – Ryan McCullough, Claire Parsons and Trudy Gau.
Literacy Leader Kristy Cullen and Social / Emotional leader Eileen Thompson.

Farewell to the Class of 2011 Preps- My farewell message to our level 6 graduates.
We celebrate your past achievements and look forward to the endless possibilities ahead for
you. There are many highlights to a student’s journey through their seven years of primary education. The most memorable is, undoubtedly, the first day at school and how you reacted to
the other students in class who have now become your peers and friends.
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Back in 2011 you met Meanie the turtle in my office and I read a story to you. Every teacher
has watched and guided your learning and individual progress with interest. Throughout
these seven years teachers have been caring and supportive in bringing you to the place
you are today, along with your loving families.
My story for you now is “Wonder”. It’s about beginning school and Auggie the main character has a tough time because of how he looks. He gets bullied and is socially isolated,
no one wanting to be his friend. No one wanted to get to know him and see his character
and strengths, because of his looks.
The Principal Mr Tushman in the story Wonder says; “The best way to measure how much
you’ve grown is what you’ve done with your time, how you’ve chosen to spend your days
and who you have touched. That is the greatest measure of success.
Always try to be a little kinder than necessary. If every single person in this room made it a
rule that wherever and whenever you can you will try to act a little kinder than necessary –
the world would really be a better place”.
What wise words. “Wonder” inspires us to be better children, better parents, better citizens
and aspirations to carry into our future. When you reflect on this past year look at where
you are now and where you have come from you have good reason to celebrate – I hope
you can be proud of your achievements … your many different skills, talents and abilities –
some academics and some sportspeople, and some wonderful, caring students who have
provided great leadership for Foundation buddies and your peers.
Graduating from primary school to the exciting and eagerly awaited adventures of secondary school and life beyond will be successful if you heed what we have taught you at
SEPS, and remember to be grateful, empathetic, compassionate and mindful.
I hope secondary school provides you with many new friendships, excitement, successes
and challenges. I congratulate you, our graduating students, and wish you the very best in
life and I hope that you will pursue your dreams and always remember the good times at
Sandy East when you think… imagine… and become great citizens of the world.

Now to farewell our families who are also graduating from SEPS (those who have no more
siblings). These Parents have helped to make Sandy East a better place with countless tasks
attending excursions, camps, working bees, helping in classrooms and with sports, many as
class parents and PFA, mothers & father’s day stalls, graduation for last year’s graduates …
the list is endless.
Families we will miss at SEPS are; Andrews, Badcock, Davis, Devereaux, Hornsby, Kidd,
Mikolajunas, Rowlands, Scott, Sutherland, Vickary, Wood-Rich, Keetley, Kirchner, Landells,
Lennarz, McDonald, Main, Wills, Arellano, Boyle, Christodulakis, Fiek, Gilhooly, Hatigan, Hilliard, Ishiawa, Johnson , Smith, Stewart, Trapani and Woolley.
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A special mention to the following families for their work above and beyond which is very
much appreciated.

Sandra and Lex Dickson
Jane and Jolly Good
Russell and Susan Bennett

Chris and Vera Capel
Julian and Carolyn Cowley
Shannon and Chris Pankhurst

Belinda and David Wilson

Belinda’s excitement at the
funding news!

Library help – countless hours of covering books, PFA
Relocated and rebuilt the sand pit, Support from Rotary,
Jayne Class parent / PFA
Gardening and building – Mr Marco’s garden and so much
around the school – Indigenous garden, front garden and
fence, paving.
Chris has been a phenomenal support for our school cooking program and programs in the junior years.
School photography
Working Bees – Always so helpful with Chris welder extraordinaire. No one can gurney the veranda better than Chris –
so meticulous. Chris single handedly shovelled the new sand
into the roofed sandpit.
Belinda member and President of PFA, countless working
bees, excursions, graduating dinners, mothers and father’s
day stalls, and classroom helper over the years.
Gardening, especially the area outside the JLC that she
cared for and watered regularly and more recently the
neighbours fence line with the new trees.
David rallied when we had no on-one turn up to plant our
new trees – always a support to Belinda to enable her to do
what she has done over so many years.
Belinda on School Council for many years and now President. Facilities Leader for several years.
Involved in Master Planning – we were up to the 4th one –
including meetings with politicians and Ministers culminating
in an announcement on Dec 18th for $7.8 million for our stadium and classrooms.
Belinda has been a loyal, trustworthy and valued friend to
SEPS and to me personally – I will miss you so much and
know that you will always have your heart at SEPS, watching
how we progress and develop.

Classes 2018
Students visited their new classes and met their 2018 teachers yesterday and we welcomed
new students to the school as well as our new staff. Our transition to new levels also gave
students a feel of what is to be expected in their classes next year.
Christmas Cards
Mrs Van Etten and students have made and delivered some amazing Christmas cards to our
neighbours with a lovely rhyming verse. Many neighbours have spoken to us about their
appreciation of this lovely thought at Christmas.
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Our creative neighbour Jocelyn wrote back to us:

Working Bee
Congratulations to Level 2 families for winning the working bee lunch. You have done well to
achieve this feat – thank you all for your hard work to make our school grounds safe and well
maintained. Their special prize has been chosen for today – students have voted for chips,
potato cakes and an icy pole – not a healthy choice but a Christmas treat!

End of Year Reminders for Families
Please ensure any outstanding 2017 payments are finalised now.
2018 Student Requisites are arriving this week, so please prioritise payment of your
child’s student requisites now. So that they can have them ready for the school year.
School Sport commences in the first weeks of 2018 for Level 4 - 6 students. For students to
attend, payment of the Sports Levy must be made by February 2018.
Thank you to our families who have already responded to the 2018 Family Payments & Contributions which covers the above requests. However, if you have not received notification we
urge you to contact our school office so that you too are aware of the requests for 2018.
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Giving Tree
Thank you to our generous SEPS families who have brought gifts for the
Giving Tree which Family Life will distribute to families in need within our community. Sandy
East families have been donating in this way for many years so this is a great Christmassy task
to do with your children, who can empathise that there are others who need help at this time.
Gratitude and Empathy are taught as part of the Resilience training for students.
The New Year
Teachers and staff will be back at school preparing classrooms in late January and on Curriculum Day January 29th will be working with Justine Izard. Our level 3 / 4 double story classroom will land on Jan 11th and be completed internally by Jan 22nd. There may be external
finishing touches but it will be ready to go for students I am told.
We will see you all again at SEPS next year on Tuesday Jan 30th with a leadership assembly
when our leaders for 2018 will be announced.
Thursday Feb 1st we welcome all parents, particularly new parents, to a PFA morning tea after
school drop off.
Holiday Greetings
I wish you a very Happy Christmas and New Year with your family and friends and hope you
enjoy a relaxing and safe holiday break. I look forward to an exciting year ahead.
Regards to all,

Laureen Walton
Principal—Sandringham East Primary School

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT SANDY EAST THIS WEEK?
Art
Over the last couple of weeks levels 3-6 created
some beautiful Christmas cards in art for our school
neighbours. The idea was to think about giving and
being thankful to those who are part of our community.
Here are some elves delivering the cards in
Miller Street.
Julie Van Etten- Visual Art
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Reprinted from Bayside Leader, Tuesday December 19, 2017.
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Extend OSHC at Sandringham East Primary School

ANNOUNCEMENT
We are delighted to announce the launch of a brand new and exciting platform for families.
The Parent Portal will cease to operate at the conclusion of Term 4 Before and After School Care
and will be replaced with a reliable, flexible, and user-friendly platform named LookedAfter.
All families requiring bookings for the Summer Holiday Program and/or 2018 Before School Care and
After School Care (existing and new families) must create a new account with LookedAfter.

https://www.lookedafter.com/
Recap:
We had a great week celebrating Christmas! We made our own Christmas crafts from recyclabe materials to begin the week. We also made Christmas pegs out of craft materials. We then painted different types of Christmas paintings and made decorations for our Christmas tree. It was great seeing
everyone's designs! We ended the week with the end of term party.
Caitlin and the team at Extend
Our Extend Superstar is...
Harry H. for showing great listening skills and trying your hardest to achieve your goals. Keep up the
great work!

Enjoy your break and have a great Christmas and New Year.

Caitlin and the team at Extend

PARENT PORTAL: extend.com.au (until 22/12/17 then https://www.lookedafter.com/ )
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