School Purpose - Vision & Values: To build an inclusive community where our children are active
learners, critical thinkers and creative explorers.
Think… Imagine… Become
School Values:
1. Care - Care for self and others as well as our physical environment and learning spaces
2. Aspiration - Seek to accomplish something worthy and admirable, try hard, pursue excellence
3. Respect - Treat all others with consideration and regard, respect another person’s point of view
Always our best

Feb 13th 2020
REMINDER: We have noticed an increasing number
of students in our grounds early in the morning.
Please remember that children are not supervised
until 15 minutes before the commencement of the
school day.
Dear Parents, Students and Friends,
Our second week hosting our dear friends of Sandringham Primary continues to be a positive reflection on the community spirit of both schools. Once
again, how proud we should be of the unity which
has ensured this “merger” has been a successful one.
In particular this positive approach has ensured the
students, parents and staff of Sandringham Primary
have felt welcomed at a time that continues to be
challenging. I think it is also important to recognise
the way our students at SEPS have embraced this experience, which is clearly evident as we walk through
the grounds at recess and lunch to see the blend of
green and gold along with the blue uniforms.

Upcoming Events & Activities
 17 - 21 Feb - Canberra Camp - Year 6
 20 Feb - Parent Information Night Play is the way - 6.30 to 8.00pm Click
here to RSVP
 25 Feb - Lvl 4-6 House Swimming Carnival - GESAC
 27 Feb - House Swimming Back up
Day
 3 Mar - Parent/Volunteer Training 2.15
- 3.15 & 6.00 - 7.00pm
 4 Mar - District Swimming Carnival MSAC
 4 Mar - 2021 Enrolments Open Evening - Click here to RSVP
SCHOOL COUNCIL
 17 Feb - PFA
 18 Feb - Committees
 25 Feb - School Council Meeting
HUNGER BUSTER
 21 Feb - 4A - In the Canteen

We also acknowledge the incredible support we
have received from all members of the Bayside community, including many local schools whose principals and teachers were here to help with the set up
of the new classrooms, and since have kept us in
their thoughts by providing regular morning teas.
1

WORKING BEE
1 March - Foundation parents/families - 9
- 11am with Sausage Sizzle

We are very aware of the challenges faced by the increased traffic and thank you for
your patience, understanding and co-operation. We continue to work with Bayside
council on solutions for this and will keep you updated.
Last Friday we appreciated a visit from Clarke Martin, the Mayor of Bayside, who visited
all classes to ensure students knew their resilience was valued. Bayside Council has also
provided a youth activities program on Tuesdays, which was enjoyed this week by Level
6 students from both schools at the Sandringham College oval. We will work towards
each year level having the opportunity to participate as the term progresses.

Dad’s Annual Cricket Match
Our annual cricket match with SEPS dads is on this Sunday from 12pm at Chisholm reserve and this year will celebrate our current partnership with Sandringham Primary, with
all money raised going towards the Sandringham Primary recovery. It will be great day
and we hope you can make it to cheer on our SEPS dads.

School Council Elections
On Monday you received notification of our upcoming school council elections via
Compass with attached details for this very important role in our school governance.
Nomination forms can be obtained from the school office and must be lodged by 4pm
on 17 February 2020.
Laureen has acknowledged our retiring parents as follows:
(Note: These parents still have the right to renominate.)
“Alida Williams who has been an extraordinary Member and such a prenominal SC President.
Michelle Ferguson who has capably led Facilities over the building project and our current next steps for the grounds.
Scott Bundy has been the Community Partnerships leader who has put so much into the
marketing of our school organising the amazing signs to show our plans, developing Facebook.
Jen Hill has been an amazing Treasurer whom we thank for her work and handover to
David Brown.
Greg Jennings has been instrumental researching the stadium use and has documentation ready to be communicated – great job Greg.
Community member Angie Derrick is our amazing joint member of fundraising who did
an amazing job with the fete and is currently organising the Colour Run”
Level 6 Canberra Camp
Our Level 6 students are on the road to Canberra early next Monday morning and have
a wonderful 5 days ahead of them. Their tour will include visits to Parliament House, the
National Mint, the National Institute of Sport and the Dinosaur museum, as well as a great
deal of fun.
Thank you to Joh Fitness and the Level 6 team for organising such a great experience.
DET ADVICE REGARDING REGIONAL FIRES
Please be aware that when planning camps and excursions we always seek and follow
DET advice. Our duty of care to our students is paramount in all our decision-making. The
current DET advice affirms that as bushfire affected communities across the state commence the long road to recovery, the education sector has a role to play in supporting
local businesses get back on their feet through camps and excursions.
We will continue to work closely with the Department to ensure student safety and remain vigilant in monitoring local conditions.

PLAY IS THE WAY - Parent Information Evening
We are pleased to announce that Wilson McCaskill, the founder of “Play is the Way”,
one of SEPS’ key well-being programs will be visiting our school on Thursday 20th February.
Wilson will be working with our teachers in the afternoon. In the evening we invite parents and carers to attend an information evening at 6.30pm to enhance your understanding of this vital program.
PLAY IS THE WAY is a methodology for teaching social and emotional skills using guided
play, classroom activities and an empowering language. This parent information session
gives participants a hand-on experience of the Play Is The Way methodology.
Attendees will participate in activities that illustrate the benefit of the guiding principles
and reflective language. Through their own reactions, parents and carers will discover
why the games make a powerful tool for social and emotional learning. The session will
further enhance your understanding of your child’s experience at school.

A Trybooking link for this event has been sent to you on Compass.
https://www.trybooking.com/BILDF
SEPS “Meet the Teacher” Interviews
We really appreciated your attendance and participation at our “Meet the Teacher’ interviews on Tuesday evening. Our teachers valued the opportunity to discuss your child’s
first days in 2020 classes and to reflect on how we can continue to support their learning.
88% of parents in Levels 1-6 attended which indicates SEPS parents’ engagement in their
children’s education. Foundation teachers are continuing to meet with their parents on
Wednesdays.
SEPS Welcome Picnic
It was lovely to get together to celebrate the beginning of the school year with our Welcome Back picnic as everyone relaxed in our beautiful outdoor spaces, enjoying the
picnic and all the fun of KABOOM on the oval. Thank you so much to Lisa Holmes, the
PFA and all the volunteers who gave us this opportunity to celebrate the beginning of
the 2020 school year.

SEPS PICNIC

Good News re Local Schools Community Grant for SEPS
We have been awarded the Local Schools Community Grant with $200,000 provided to
each Federal electorate from Tim Wilson’s office. SEPS has benefited with $18,000 granted for our project. We applied for this to upgrade our front entrance to the school. We
are most grateful for this opportunity to enhance our entrance to the school.
SEPS Parent Information sessions – parents only, no children.
These speakers are inspirational and integral to our school programs. Please make child
care arrangements so that you can attend each of the sessions below – you won’t be
disappointed.
Play Is The Way with Wilson McGaskill
Feb 20th 6.30-8pm.
Click here to book or go to www.trybooking.com/BILDF

Restorative Practice/Relationship Building with Adam Voigt
March 25th 7pm
Click here to book or go to www.trybooking.com/BILQS
View Adam Voigt’s video Invitation for SEPS parents - https://youtu.be/_HlkRaIvNew
‘Learning How to Learn’ Program Focus
There will be a ‘Learning How to Learn’ focus in all programs, setting the scene and protocols, organisation, responsibilities and expectations for the year. These will be discussed taking into account our school’s values and expectations and our mantra Is it Safe?

Is it Fair?

Does it Show you Care?

Our students are teaching the SPS students our motto too.
Parent Payments
Thank you everyone for your prompt attention to these payments. It is expected that all
2020 payments are made in full by the start of the school year unless you have elected
the staggered payment option.
Levels 4, 5 & 6 Sport Levies must now be paid so that your child can attend the House
Swimming Carnival. Bus and entry has been paid in advance by the school in good
faith. School Council appreciates your attention to these payments. Payment options
are Compass portal, QKR, BPAY, Cash and Credit Card.
Parents who have difficulty meeting their financial requirements are encouraged to confidentially discuss their situation with myself, Laureen Walton, Principal.
Sun smart policy – ‘no hat no play’. All students and staff to wear their school sunhat
please until May 1st.
Peanut Policy – Students/staff are not permitted any peanut related food items at school
as we have several students who have allergic reactions to peanuts and peanut products.

Permission Forms
We will electronically ask parents to update their personal details in Compass.
Permission forms will be distributed to students and are to be completed by parents in
hard copy and returned to class teachers BY Monday Feb 10th. Congratulations to 4C
the first class to return them all. Who will be the next?
Canteen at SEPS – Wednesdays and Fridays – order through Flexi Schools
https://www.flexischools.com.au/
SEPS Parent Meet the Teacher Interviews
Feb 11th “Meet the teacher “ 1.30 - 7 pm onwards for Parents in Level 1-6. Parents can
register for a 10 minute chat, with teachers being the listener to learn more about students – details have been sent via Compass.
Incidental / Informal Chats with parents occur regularly after school as teachers are outside farewelling students at 3.30pm. To send an Email to teachers please send via the
school Email address marked attention to the specific teacher.
SEPS Parent Helper Programs - Investigations and Literacy / Numeracy
In Library on Tuesday March 3rd. Two sessions will each have the same content with the
following sessions 2.15 - 3.15pm and 6 -7pm.
Remember Coffee Mornings for all parents - Sandy PS parents welcome
Coffee mornings are a SEPS feature with our coffee van opening for coffee and a chat
Monday – Friday every week from 8.15am. Parents may purchase a coffee card from
the office.
Morning Drop Off Zone for SEPS
The morning drop off zone in the circular driveway is a service provided by School Council and staff. We request parents be efficient with children ready to alight, preferably on
the passenger side, and move into the playground through the library door.
ONLY students who are dropped off from cars are to enter through the library doors.
Drop Off zone on MONDAY (assembly days) opens from 8.35am; doors will close at
8.50am.
Drop Off zone TUESDAY to FRIDAY opens from 8.45am; doors will close at 9am.
Please bring cars up close to the dotted line so that others may also come in behind you
to avoid traffic jams in Holloway Road. Ensure that children have bags on laps ready to
alight from the passenger side door.
It is requested that all other parents and students enter and exit via the driveway, not the
office foyer, so that parents who have business at the office can have some privacy.

Parking Reminder all parents
Bayside Council and Traffic Management regularly patrol to ensure that parking is within
the law. Parking around all schools is more difficult now but please consider safety for
our children. It is a good idea to park a little further away and walk to school.
The circular driveway is only for those dropping off 15 minutes prior to school starting for
SEPS students. There is a 2 minute zone where parents can pull up and drop off students
in Holloway Road. However, parents should not leave their cars and go into the school
grounds when in this zone, as that will take longer than the allowable time of 2 minutes.
Circular Driveway all parents please note
PLEASE do not enter the circular driveway after school. This area belongs to Sandringham College who very generously allow us to use the space for our drop off zone in the
mornings. This area is not for parking or waiting either before or after school. Please respect this request which is a safety issue for our students.
NOTE: parking in the SEPS driveway is not appropriate either.
Scooters and Bikes – all parents and students
Please note that if students bring scooters and bikes to school they are NOT to be ridden
within the school grounds or in the laneways. We have so many children and parents
before and after school in our school grounds who don’t want to be injured by a scooter
or bike. A reminder that the bike shed is locked at 3.45pm sharp so please make sure you
remove bikes/scooters prior to that time. Note that the school takes no responsibility for
the security of bikes and scooters – however we do our best to ensure that they are secure.
Sustainability at SEPS
We have a focus on sustainability which means teachers will empower students in:


Conserving energy by turning off lights and technology when not in the classroom.



Conserving water – containers to be placed under drinking taps.



Doors closed for heat retention in winter.



Paper conservation and recycling.



Healthy eating – food scraps to composted/fed to the chickens.



Teachers do NOT let students take rubbish (playlunch & lunch wrappers) from classroom – only unwrapped food is to go outside so we have a rubbish free school.
Nude food is encouraged at all times please.

Timetable & Bell Times
Morning Bell Times
8.50am Mondays – Whole School Assemblies
9.00am Tuesday to Friday
The School day is divided into 6 x 50 minute sessions
9.00am – 9.50am
9.50am – 10.40am
10.40am – 11.10am RECESS
11.10am – 12.00pm
12.00pm – 12.50pm LUNCH
(lunch is eaten in classrooms with teachers 12.50pm – 1pm)

1.50pm – 2.40pm
2.40pm – 3.30pm
Three SEPS and three SPS teachers are on yard duty at recess and lunchtimes and one
teacher before and after school.
Learning areas are open 10 minutes prior to the bell when students can prepare for the
day by putting their bags away and checking the communication board for the day.
Any children in the school still playing after 3.45pm MUST be fully supervised by a parent.
Click here to view and download the 2020 calendar for Term 1
Term 1 - Level Newsletters (Click the link below to view)
Foundation Term Newsletter
Level 1 & 2 Term Newsletter
Level 3 & 4 Term Newsletter
Level 5 & 6 Term Newsletter
Quote of the week supports our Play Is the Way Program at SEPS:
“What we achieve by working together is made more meaningful because we did not
do it alone.” Wilson McCaskill
Please like our facebook page and share with family and friends who take an interest in
the school’s improvements and news.
Kind Regards,

Russell Watson
Assistant Principal

Annual privacy reminder
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website http://
sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Collection_Statement.pdf .
For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents. This information also available in nine community languages.

Dear parents and families,
As you may be aware, Victoria has plans in place to manage and mitigate the risks of
coronavirus.
I’m writing to make clear that all students should be attending school, unless this is counter to the advice issued by Commonwealth’s Chief Medical Officer and Victoria’s Chief
Health Officer.
The precautionary measures made by the Commonwealth’s Chief Medical Officer and
Victoria’s Chief Health Officer to manage coronavirus remain in place for travellers returned from mainland China (not including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan) from 1 February 2020.
The direction provided to schools is that parents/guardians/carers should ensure that any
children returning from mainland China (not including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan)
who were in mainland China on or after 1 February 2020 is isolated at home and should
not attend school until 14 days after they were last in mainland China.
This does not apply retrospectively. It applies only to students who were in mainland China on or after 1 February 2020.
The existing advice remains that parents/guardians/carers of students should ensure that
any student is isolated at home and should not attend school for 14 days:
following exposure to any confirmed novel coronavirus case; or
after leaving Hubei Province.
DHHS has developed fact sheets in English and Simplified Chinese which include the latest information and advice. Individuals should continue to review the site for the most up
-to-date information.
Victoria has a world-class health system that is well prepared and rehearsed to deal with
an escalation of cases of any infectious diseases. Schools are following the latest advice
and precautions to provide safe learning environments for all students.
For all students, the first weeks of the school year are an opportunity to make new
friends, build strong relationships with their teachers and settle in for a successful school
year. We encourage students to attend school, unless the advice issued by Commonwealth’s Chief Medical Officer and Victoria’s Chief Health Officer applies.
As this is a challenging time for our community, it has never been more important we
treat all members of our community with compassion and consideration – not division
and distrust – and let Victoria’s health system do what it does best.

It’s time to get excited!
Our school will be holding a School Colour Explosion™ Run on FRIDAY 13TH MARCH to
raise money towards our ongoing outdoor projects. The best part about the fundraiser
is not only will it be an explosion of colour, but everyone gets a prize simply by raising
$10 or more. How easy is that!
Each student is required to wear a white shirt or a shirt you don't mind getting dirty on
the day. During the event, children will participate in an activity course. At the end of
the course volunteers will throw vibrant colour powder. Sounds exciting, doesn’t it?
The colour powder used is non-toxic, biodegradable, environmentally friendly and skin
safe. It’s made of high quality corn starch with permitted colours.
NOTE: There will be one course set up for those wanting colour powder and one for
those not wanting colour powder. (Perfect for those students with Asthma).
**Please only give consent on Compass if you wish your child to participate in
the Colour Powder events. If you do not give consent your child will still participate in
the second course with no Colour Powder.
Student diaries have been sent home with a Sponsorship Form, which includes all the
wonderful prizes. You can also get started online, go to the My Profile Page website
www.myprofilepage.com.au
You have 5 WEEKS to help raise money, so Happy fundraising, and good luck!
This event has been approved by School Council and organised by Angie Derrick.
Thank you.

What’s Been Happening at Sandy East This Week?
Foundation
All Foundation students started the week by attending their second ever Sandringham East Primary Assembly.
The foundation students have reported on the
reasons why they love school. They came up
with enjoying school work, making friends and
going out into the big wide world also known as
the play scape.
We have been focusing on completing our
morning routines, which involves going into the classroom, putting our green folder and
diary away and then sitting in a circle to start the day off all together.
We have been focusing on our spelling word of the week, ‘cat’, that is located on our
beautiful THRASS chart. We will be focusing on a new word from the chart each week.
We focus on the sounds in the word, the letters used to represent those sounds, and the
letter names.
It has been a great start to the year and we can’t wait to learn more!
Level 1/2
The Level 1 and 2 students have impressed their teachers over the past few weeks, as
they have been demonstrating and articulating classroom and schoolyard expectations, which closely align with our school values, ‘Care, Aspire and Respect’.
The students are already showcasing the key behaviours of active learners, as they think
critically, and have their best go, with each and every task that they are given.
This week, the Level 1 and 2 students have started learning about Life Cycles, as part of
our Science Inquiry unit. The students loved reading the classic book by Eric Carle, ‘The
Very Hungry Caterpillar,’ and following the life cycle of the caterpillar; hatching from an
egg, eating lots of delicious food, making a cocoon, and then turning into a butterfly.
In Maths, students are exploring 2D shapes and their properties, as well as number patterns and values as part of Place
Value.
Level 1 and 2 students are being encouraged to develop
their independence during Reading, as they are selecting
books that are a ‘good pick’ for them, and silently reading.
The Level 1 and 2 teachers are very excited for the year ahead, and all the wonderful
learning that is bound to happen. Keep up the wonderful efforts, Level 1 and 2!

Performing Arts
And we are back! A big thank you to all the students and parents who have welcomed
me back to Sandy East. We’ve been showing our resilience and adaptability in Performing Arts the last couple of weeks, as we get used to working in a variety of temporary
spaces, and for me this has highlighted the importance of our warmup routine for tuning
in (not a music pun). Our warmup routine is one constant in a sea of uncertainty, and
gets us in the Performing Arts mindset wherever we happen to be holding class.
In the spirit of community engagement I thought it might be nice to share a bit of it with
our parents. This articulation mantra, which reminds us of the importance of forming
clear and distinct sounds when we speak, through the proper manipulation of our vocal
apparatus, is recited before every lesson by our level 2 to 6 students. You might even find
it comes in handy at home, if you ever find yourself dealing with tired kiddo mumbling, or
morning pre-teen grunt-speak.
It goes like this:
Articulating with agility, is a desirable ability.
Manipulating with dexterity, the tongue, the palate, and the lips.
Ask them to articulate at level 6 for the most pleasing results in everyday conversation,
and at level 7 if they’re addressing a large group. Ask them to show you level 10 articulation on mute if you’d like a good laugh.
Excelsior!
Mr Scherpenhuizen
Cheers
Johannes

Click here to view the full article

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help
successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why
First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.

Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website.

Extend OSHC at Sandringham East Primary School
PARENT PORTAL: extend.com.au

What’s on Next Week?
Monday

BSC: Mindfulness
Activities - Hand
Mandalas
ASC: Scented
Play-dough and
Group Voted
Games

Tuesday

Wednesday

BSC: Giant’s
Treasure

BSC: Drop Ball

ASC: Minute to
Win it Challenges
- Noodle Catch,
Tower building,
bottle flipping
and more!

ASC: Enrichment
Program - Elephant Toothpaste
and The Floor is
Lava

Thursday

Friday

BSC: Hama Bead
Challenge - Animals

BSC: Loom Band
Beading

ASC: Extends’ Got
Talent! Show off your
awesome dancing,
singing, athletic or
own unique talents
to the group!

ASC: Wink Detective And Gaga Ball

What’s Been Happening?
Hello SEPS friends and families! Also a huge hello to our Sandringham Primary students who have begun
joining us at Extend! It’s been really awesome to meet new people and make new friends!
At before and after school care this week students have enjoyed engaging in science, well-being, sports
and art activities such as drawing competitions, a Bouncy Ball experiment, outdoor games and hama
bead creations. These activities saw children demonstrate and further develop their creativity, imagination, problem solving, investigative, team-work and communication skills.
On Monday we completed symmetry paintings - using bright coloured paint and folding our paper to
make butterflies, trees, flowers, buildings and monsters! Lots of students really enjoyed this open-ended
experience which could be tailored to their individual interests.
On Wednesday we made our own bouncy balls! Students had a blast mixing glitter and glue to create a
colourful mixture, before carefully adding it to our borax solution. We watched as the glue hardened in
the borax solution, and did not soak it up. It was like making over-activated slime! We then moulded our
glue into ball shapes and tested them out - how high did yours bounce?
On Friday we used clay and clay tools to make mini sculptures of our favourite cartoon characters and
animals - there were Pokemon, bears, Adventure Time characters, fish and emojis! Students enjoyed
working with clay and learning how to mold, shape and join their sculptures.
During our time outside this week we played lots of group games such as Cricket, Playground games,
Gaga Ball and Soccer. We have also been playing a game or visiting the play-scape each morning at
before school care before dismissal - it’s been an awesome way to end our mornings! Do you know any
fun games we could play at Before and After Care?
The Extend Superstar of the week is… Arsh C! Arsh is the Extend Superstar of the week for participating
and engaging in lots of activities and sharing his knowledge of Pokemon with educators and peers. Well
Done Arsh!
Sun Smart Notice - We all need to remember to bring a hat to After School Care so we can be a sun
smart crew at Extend! You can use your school hat or bring one from home.
Bethany and the SEPS Crew (:

COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES: The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School
do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

