School Purpose - Vision & Values: To build an inclusive community where our children are
active learners, critical thinkers and creative explorers.
Think… Imagine… Become

School Values: Care, Aspiration, Respect

-

Always our best

1. Care - Care for self and others as well as our physical environment and learning spaces
2. Aspiration - Seek to accomplish something worthy and admirable, try hard, pursue excellence
3. Respect - Treat all others with consideration and regard, respect another person’s point
of view
Always our best
Feb 6th 2020
Dear Parents, Students and Friends,

What a whirlwind of a weekend and week!
How fortunate and privileged we are to be able to
support our Sandy Primary community of students,
colleagues and parents. We are deeply sorry for their
loss of a section of this beautiful school with 165 years
of history and where I spent 8 amazing fun filled years
as Assistant Principal, with an extraordinary Principal
mentor Helen Worladge, before being appointed to
SEPS. So this is a personal sadness as well as a community sadness.
I congratulate the SPS Principal Louise Neave and AP
Pam Bernau and staff for their resilience and “can
do” attitude as they lead the Sandy school community through this difficult time.
We at SEPS are empathetic to SPS community for the
loss of teacher’s resources as well as history archives.
SPS students had only one day at school before the
fire and teachers had prepared classrooms so well,
especially the preps, setting the scene for their start
to school. We are pleased that we can provide a
lovely environment for them to have with starting
school memories.
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Upcoming Events & Activities
 11 Feb - School Photos - Foundation
and siblings/family
 11 Feb - Meet the Teacher - Level 1 6 - 1:30 to 7.00pm
 12 Feb - School Photos - Level 1
through 6
 12 Feb - Welcome Picnic - 5.30 to
7.30pm
 17 - 21 Feb - Canberra Camp - Year 6
 20 Feb - Parent Information Night Play is the way - 6.30 to 8.00pm
 25 Feb - Lvl 4-6 House Swimming Carnival - GESAC
SCHOOL COUNCIL
 18 Feb - Committees
 25 Feb - School Council Meeting
HUNGER BUSTER
 7 Feb - 5/6A - In the Canteen
 21 Feb - 4A - In the Canteen

Our SEPS value of care is at the forefront now as we care for the Sandy community, sharing our resources, classrooms and outdoor play areas as well as our new facilities of stadium, staffroom , art room, and performing arts room. A huge thank you to our amazing
SEPS teachers who have given up their specialists spaces and are now roving to present
their programs. I appreciate the support of Assistant Principals Russell and Ryan who
have been so supportive of the transition with Sandy Primary.
It is important to say that SEPS teaching and learning is continuing as normal as are our
planned activities such as Meet the Teachers, Welcome Picnic, school photos, Canberra camp, Japan Tour, School Council meetings, PFA, class excursions and so on. Our
school calendar remains the same.
SPS events are teaching and learning are also continuing to provide normality as much
as possible.
It is wonderful to see the two school communities coming together
– students developing new relationships and friendships, teachers
from our Bayside schools developing professional interactions, setting up learning spaces and sharing resources, and parents getting
to know each other as well. Already the principals in our network
enjoy established strong relationships and these have come to the
fore at this time.
Neighbouring schools have been sharing resources and providing morning teas at both
SEPS and Sandringham College – we won’t be fading away any time soon as you can
see from the wonderful spread we enjoyed today! Thanks to our Principal colleagues for
this great staff welfare.
I have appreciated so many hugs and thank you’s from the Sandy and SEPS community
who are so supportive for the transition, thank you all. I am proud that we can show our
compassion at this difficult time.
I love the quote from our ex-students below which is appropriate for us at this moment “ Education matters but friendship makes us rich.”

It is so good to see the sea of blue and green and gold interacting so well together.

What our students will learn working with each other at SEPS…

Change is a constant in our world. Just when you thought everything is organised
and stable along comes an event where embracing change is required in order to
make things better.

Emotional Intelligence and empathy in particular enables us to understand the feelings of others and respond to support them accordingly.

Caring for others is gratifying and pleasing.

Kindness and compassion to others in times of need helps them and is also personally rewarding.

Making friendships is a great skill in life.

Working as a community is a great vibe and way of life, commonly seen in our
country folks and rural communities but certainly alive in Sandringham as well.

Memories are made that are long lasting.
I appreciate that so many parents from SPS have stopped me to comment about the
friendliness of our students towards our guests – well done everyone. I saw students walking together today and I asked had they made a new friend and their answer was we
knew each other at kinder. So many stories will emerge.
We are planning a group photo with both schools as a memento of our history for both
schools.
Staff News
Mr Marco is on leave for this term and Mr Klvac will continue the garden program with
students this term. Anthony can never escape from us – of course we also have Tommy
which is great. Anthony is here on a Tuesday and Thursday taking classes. See 3C below
preparing a new garden bed in the front of school near their classroom. Tommy is looking forlorn as Anthony didn’t trust him not to dig up the new vegetable bed!

Some history.
Fifty years ago these two youngers, Peter Lucas (left) and Brad Desmond began their first
day at Sandringham East Primary School.
Last week they returned to the playground to recreate their favourite photo. The boys
remained good friends throughout their school years. As teenagers they formed the
loudest garage band in Sandringham, and in their 20s they backpacked around Europe. Peter was even best man at Brad’s wedding.
These days Peter is a managing director with Wittmann Battenfeld, and Brad is a psychologist and corporate trainer.
After fifty years their message was simple. “Education matters, but friendship makes you
rich.”

Congratulations to our Student Leaders
Our students wrote exceptional expressions of Interest showing so many skills and enthusiasm for leadership.
Brad Rowswell, member for Sandringham, presented students with their badges at our
first school assembly on Wednesday 29th January

SEPS Welcome Picnic Wednesday 12th February - Volunteers needed.
As you know we have our Welcome Picnic next Wednesday 12th February 5.30-7.30pm.
We have Kaboom coming to organise lots of fun activities for the children.
We will be selling items via the canteen, water, soft drinks, juices, crisps etc. This year we
will also be providing a sausage sizzle. To enable us to run this event WE NEED YOUR
HELP. If you can spare an hour of your time please sign up on the volunteer sign-up.
volunteersignup.org/DMWBW
Good News re Local Schools Community Grant for SEPS
We have been awarded the Local Schools Community Grant with $200,000 provided to
each Federal electorate from Tim Wilson’s office. SEPS has benefited with $18,000 granted for our project. We applied for this to upgrade our front entrance to the school. We
are most grateful for this opportunity to enhance our entrance to the school.
SEPS Parent Information sessions – parents only, no children.
These speakers are inspirational and integral to our school programs. Please make child
care arrangements so that you can attend each of the sessions blow – you won’t be disappointed.


Play is the way with Wilson McGaskill Feb 20th 6.30-8pm.



Restorative Practice/ Relationship Building with Adam Voigt March 25 th 7pm

Video Invitation for Parents - https://youtu.be/_HlkRaIvNew
Curriculum Day
Lisa McGuinness-Smith (past SEPS parent and amazing motivational speaker) inspired staff and launched our vision and values for the year. We are
so appreciative of the wonderful support to SEPS and Lisa and Colin ( ex
School Council President ) were blown away with the changes of the SEPS
outdoor environment and learning spaces.

‘Learning How to Learn’ Program Focus
There will be a ‘Learning How to Learn’ focus in all programs, setting the scene and protocols, organisation, responsibilities and expectations for the year. These will be discussed taking into account our school’s values and expectations and our mantra Is it Safe?

Is it Fair?

Does it Show you Care?

Our students are teaching the SPS students our motto too.
Parent Payments
Thank you everyone for your prompt attention to these payments. It is expected that all
2020 payments are made in full by the start of the school year unless you have elected
the staggered payment option.

Levels 4, 5 & 6 ‘Sport Levy’ must now be paid so that your child can attend the House
Swimming Carnival. Bus and entry has been paid in advance by the school in good
faith. School Council appreciates your attention to these payments. Payment options
are Qkr, Compass portal, BPAY, Cash and Credit Card.
Parents who have difficulty meeting their financial requirements are encouraged to confidentially discuss their situation with myself, Laureen Walton, Principal.
Sun smart policy – ‘no hat no play’. All students and staff to wear their school sunhat
please until May 1st.
Peanut Policy – Students/staff are not permitted any peanut related food items at school
as we have several students who have allergic reactions to peanuts and peanut products.
Permission Forms
We will electronically ask parents to update their personal details in Compass.
Permission forms will be distributed to students and are to be completed by parents in
hard copy and returned to class teachers BY Monday Feb 10th. Congratulations to 4C
the first class to return them all. Who will be the next?
Canteen at SEPS – Wednesdays and Fridays – order through Flexi Schools
https://www.flexischools.com.au/
SEPS Parent Meet the Teacher Interviews
Feb 11th “Meet the teacher “ 1.30 - 7 pm onwards for Parents in Level 1-6. Parents can
register for a 10 minute chat, with teachers being the listener to learn more about students – details have been sent via Compass.
Incidental / Informal Chats with parents occur regularly after school as teachers are outside farewelling students at 3.30pm. To send an Email to teachers please send via the
school Email address marked attention to the specific teacher.
SEPS Parent Helper Programs - Investigations and Literacy / Numeracy
In Library on Tuesday March 3rd. Two sessions will each have the same content with the
following sessions 2.15 - 3.15pm and 6 -7pm.

Remember Coffee Mornings for all parents - Sandy PS parents welcome
Coffee mornings are a SEPS feature with our coffee van opening for coffee and a chat
Monday – Friday every week from 8.15am. Parents may purchase a coffee card from
the office.
Morning Drop Off Zone for SEPS
The morning drop off zone in the circular driveway is a service provided by School Council and staff. We request parents be efficient with children ready to alight, preferably on
the passenger side, and move into the playground through the library door. ONLY students who are dropped off from cars are to enter through the library doors.


Drop Off zone on MONDAY (assembly days) opens from 8.35am; doors will close at
8.50am.



Drop Off zone TUESDAY to FRIDAY opens from 8.45am; doors will close at 9am.



Please bring cars up close to the dotted line so that others may also come in behind you to avoid traffic jams in Holloway Road.

Ensure that children have bags on laps ready to alight from the passenger side door.
It is requested that all other parents and students enter and exit via the driveway, not the
office foyer, so that parents who have business at the office can have some privacy.
Parking Reminder all parents
Bayside Council and Traffic Management regularly patrol to ensure that parking is within
the law. Parking around all schools is more difficult now but please consider safety for
our children. It is a good idea to park a little further away and walk to school. The circular driveway is only for those dropping off 15 minutes prior to school starting for SEPS students. There is a 2 minute zone where parents can pull up and drop off students in Holloway Road. However, parents should not leave their cars and go into the school
grounds when in this zone, as that will take longer than the allowable time of 2 minutes.
Reminder - Holloway through to George Street is open mornings and after school.
Circular Driveway all parents please note
PLEASE do not enter the circular driveway after school. This area belongs to Sandringham
College who very generously allow us to use the space for our drop off zone in the mornings. This area is not for parking or waiting either before or after school. Please respect
this request which is a safety issue for our students.

NOTE parking in the SEPS driveway is not appropriate either.
Scooters and Bikes – all parents and students
Please note that if students bring scooters and bikes to school they are NOT to be ridden
within the school grounds or in the laneways. We have so many children and parents
before and after school in our school grounds who don’t want to be injured by a scooter
or bike. A reminder that the bike shed is locked at 3.45pm sharp so please make sure you
remove bikes/scooters prior to that time. Note that the school takes no responsibility for
the security of bikes and scooters – however we do our best to ensure that they are secure.

Sustainability at SEPS
We have a focus on sustainability which means teachers will empower students in:


Conserving energy by turning off lights and technology when not in the classroom.



Conserving water – containers to be placed under drinking taps.



Doors closed for heat retention in winter.



Paper conservation and recycling.



Healthy eating – food scraps to compost/fed to the chickens.



Teachers do NOT let students take rubbish (playlunch & lunch wrappers) from classroom – only unwrapped food is to go outside so we have a rubbish free school.
Nude food is encouraged at all times please.

Timetable & Bell Times
Morning Bell Times
8.50am Mondays – Whole School Assemblies
9.00am Tuesday to Friday
The School day is divided into 6 x 50 minute sessions
9.00am – 9.50am
9.50am – 10.40am
10.40am – 11.10am RECESS
11.10am – 12.00pm
12.00pm – 12.50pm LUNCH
(lunch is eaten in classrooms with teachers 12.50pm – 1pm)
1.50pm – 2.40pm
2.40pm – 3.30pm
Three SEPS and three SPS teachers are on yard duty at recess and lunchtimes and one
teacher before and after school.
Learning areas are open 10 minutes prior to the bell when students can prepare for the
day by putting their bags away and checking the communication board for the day.
Any children in the school still playing after 3.45pm MUST be fully supervised by a parent.
Hunger Busters Friday 7th outside the Canteen after school. Snacks for 50 cents
Always check dates in the newsletter and school calendar. Hunger Busters are an afternoon snack for families. They are organised by Class Parents and held by each class
throughout the year on a Friday after school in the canteen area. School Council has
approved that the Funds raised are used for our sister schools in Philippines. This week
we may have more customers as the Sandringham Community hear about this treat.

Click here to view and download the 2020 calendar for Term 1
Term 1 - Level Newsletters (Click the link below to view)
Foundation Term Newsletter
Level 1 & 2 Term Newsletter
Level 3 & 4 Term Newsletter
Level 5 & 6 Term Newsletter
Quote of the week supports our Play Is the Way Program at SEPS:
“When the unpleasant or unfortunate happens, acknowledge it and understand it.
Then bounce back with all the force you can muster.”
Wilson McCaskill

Please like our facebook page and share with family and friends who take an interest in
the school’s improvements and news.

Kind Regards,

Laureen Walton
Principal

Volunteers Needed
Welcome Picnic Wednesday 12th February - Volunteers needed.
As you know we have our Welcome Picnic next Wednesday 12th February 5.30 - 7.30pm.
We have Kaboom coming to organise lots of fun activities for the children.
We will be selling items via the canteen, water, soft drinks, juices, crisps etc. This year we
will also be offering a sausage sizzle. To enable us to run this event WE NEED YOUR HELP.
If you can spare an hour of your time please sign up on the volunteer sign up sheet via
the following link.
volunteersignup.org/DMWBW
Thank you in advance.
Lisa Holmes
PFA Parent Friends Association

Japanese Greetings
This week at assembly I spoke to everyone about the challenge I have set for myself and
the challenge I’m hoping all the students, teachers and parents will take on. It’s quite
simple! Every time I see someone in the school I’m going to greet them in Japanese.
‘Ohayou gozaimasu’ for good morning and ‘Konnichiwa’ for hello. Your challenge is to
respond in Japanese (or any other language that you know). We’re off to a great start –
a parent greeted me in Spanish after the assembly and a teacher taught me how to say
hello in Arabic. How many languages do members of the Sandy East Primary School
community know? I’m looking forward to finding out.
Briggs-sensei

Click here to view the full article

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help
successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why
First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.

Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website.

Extend OSHC at Sandringham East Primary School
PARENT PORTAL: extend.com.au

COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES: The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School
do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

