February 15, 2018
2018 SCHOOL TERM DATES
SCHOOL VISION
To build a community that empowers, challenges and inspires learners to foster their
creativity and talents, developing the skills to fulfil their dreams in an ever-changing
world.
...THINK...IMAGINE...BECOME...

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,
Newsflash—91% of parents meet their teachers at SEPS!
It was great to see our communication and relationships flourish between teachers and parents at our “Meet the Teacher” afternoon/
evening this week. Teachers appreciated the opportunity to put a
face to a name and enjoyed hearing about the students in their
class. Thank you everyone for such a wonderful response.

Term 1: Ends 29 Mar, dismissal 2.30pm
Term 2: 16 Apr—29 Jun
Term 3: 16 Jul—21 Sep
Term 4: 8 Oct—21 Dec
Community Meetings
School Council 7pm Feb 20
Term 1 2018 Important Dates


Friday Feb 16, 5.30pm—
7.30pm Welcome Picnic



Sunday Feb 18—Level 4
Working Bee



Our annual Welcome Picnic will be held
this Friday from 5.30pm—7.30pm with Kaboom activities commencing at 6.30pm.
All Welcome!

Tuesday Feb 20, 6pm—
7pm OR Thursday Feb
22, 2.15pm—3.15pm Parent Helper Training



Thursday Mar 8, 7pm—
8.30pm Parent Only session ‘Play is the Way’

Further information available in the flyer included in this
newsletter.

2018 CURRICULUM DAYS

Level 4 Working Bee Sunday Feb 18, 9am—11am

Friday Mar 9

This Sunday our Level 4 families will be involved in a
school working bee, to find out further information
please click here.

CAMPS

Reminder—Welcome Picnic Friday Feb 16

Curriculum Day Feb 12
There’s only one Adam Voight, but there are 40 SEPS teachers and
547 students and an even BIGGER school community!
The secrets of our success!!
“Entertaining, humorous, engaging, thought provoking….”
“From the very start, I could tell this experience with Adam Voigt was
going to be amazing…we tackled the hard issues; which not only included pearls of wisdom, encouragement and strategies for difficult
situations, but stretched our thinking and approach in dealing with
students, including how to get the best out of them, and for them.
Adam was an extraordinary story teller making sense of our learning
today.”

A reminder that our Sun Smart policy of ‘no hat no
play’ runs from September 1—May 1. Hats can be
purchased directly from PSW or minimal stock is
available from the school office.

No students at school on these
pupil-free days



Feb 19—23, Canberra
Camp, Level 5 & 6



Mar 15—26, Japan Tour



May 2—4, Camp Arrabri,
Level 3 & 4



Aug 6—10, Ski Camp,
Level 6 (optional camp)



Oct 12—Sleepover, Level 2



Nov 29—Dec 3, Woorabinda Camp, Level 5

We were so extremely fortunate to collaborate with Adam, who is supporting Sandy East to transform
school culture over the next three years so that we sustained.
Curious? Want to know more?
School Culture defined, is the set of behaviours, we encourage and the set of behaviours we tolerate,
with the three groups within the school – parents, teachers and students. When we think about culture, it’s the little things (actions, words, behaviours) that are done repetitively that impact.
Adam gave us examples of ‘
’ – identifying the behaviours we are looking for….the behaviours we would like to see…when addressing and working with others.
In one example, he described students who repeatedly offended in the playground and allowed us
to realise the power of making connections with others through building relationships. His’ jigsaw’ strategy proved the power of letting our students work through things without adult intervention. Whilst his
strategy didn’t solve the problem, it did allow connection and learning.
Adam also stressed the importance of ‘Getting on the Same Page’.
Adam identified and created a three sphere Venn diagram to put what he did in balance – essentially a framework from which to operate. He started with a model that promoted curriculum, resources
and people…but decided anecdote, evidence and Intuition would be a better way to reflect on the
way he was going to operate.
Adam highlighted the fact that every behaviour has a meaning and a context - it serves a purpose in
either the long term or the short term.
He offered a visual to support us in identifying need, supported, may I say, by a plethora of humorous
and real anecdotes. I’m sure we will all remember some of his students. Amanda for sure!
Additionally, he highlighted that student behaviour usually falls into one of the following categories:
Help me, Look at me, Make me, You’ll pay!
It is our responsibility to RECOGNISE – UNDERSTAND – RESPOND.
A restorative approach puts the ‘ownership’ back on the students through direct questioning:
What happened?
What harm has resulted?
What needs to happen to make things right?
Additionally, we need to be the people who will support students to ensure they can make
things right.
We were supported in our learning. Adam offered a tool box of ideas to impact our practice. Adam
was vibrant, passionate and real; he reminded us of our core purpose as educators….to build trusting
relationships, show that we care, afford opportunities to think…in an effort to create a positive affect!
Written by: Karen Roberts Acting Assistant Principal
2018 Foundation Polos—Sale!
We have a limited stock of 2018 Foundation Polos available for sale from the school office. These polos are now selling for $20 (below cost price).
Be quick to avoid disappointment!
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School Council Elections—Information for Parents
SEPS has four positions for School Councillors to nominate for positions which will end in two years –
2020.
Please see the office for nomination forms.
Check last week’s newsletter which was informative about what a School Council does.
Remember!
Nomination forms are available from the school office.
Timeline of Election
Notice of Election and call for nominations: Monday, February 12
Closing date for nominations: 4pm Monday, February 19
Candidates and nominators will be posted: Wednesday February 21
Ballot papers will be prepared and distributed: Monday February 26
Close of ballot at: 4pm Monday, March 5
Vote Count: After 4pm Monday March 5
Declaration of poll at: 9am Tuesday March 6
Please contact the Principal, Laureen Walton, for further information.
I hope that our SEPS community enjoys another wonderful week of learning and fun at SEPS.

Principal
Laureen Walton
Principal—Sandringham East Primary School

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Please note changes/additions:
Parent Information MATHS Learning—Foundation, Level 1 & Level 2 Parents—
postponed to May 2018. Date to be confirmed shortly.
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BUSY PARENTS—VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION 2018

To find out more about Busy Parents Contributions please click here.

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
A reminder to families who hold a Concession card or other eligibility as per below, that you can
still apply for a Government Contribution towards your child’s Camps, Sports & Excursions.

Please click here to download an application form.
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WHY IS ATTENDANCE AT SANDY EAST SO IMPORTANT?
This term we are back in the swing of our weekly attendance award! Each Monday at assembly we
announce the class with the best attendance for the week prior.
Over the past few years, the ‘Tendy Award’ has been a big hit and we hope to keep up the enthusiasm for attendance and punctuality in 2018.
Attendance and punctuality is important at Sandy East because we want our students to be able to:
 Enjoy all the learning opportunities available
 Be introduced to new learning
 Complete all work without falling behind
 Participate in all celebrations, assemblies, incursions and excursions
 Develop work habits
 Establish and maintain friendships
 Enjoy life and learning at Sandy East

Sandy East offers so many wonderful learning experiences that we want EVERYONE to participate in!
I look forward to seeing all of our SEPS students at school every day by 8.50am.
Alana Walsh

6

Have you heard the news?
Von has returned to the library after many years in the Office welcoming our families.
She is now on a ‘special quest’ to restore our library to its former glory. But she needs your help.

We are seeking volunteers to attend one off / regular morning ‘working bees’
to sort and order the books on the shelves.
Fancy a social chit chat, coffee and a little community service?

Why don’t you come along? Even if you can only spare 15 minutes, all help
would be appreciated.
When: Tuesday and Wednesday mornings
Where: Library
Time: Between 9.00 and 10.40am (We would be grateful for any time you can spare)
Coffee and tea will be provided while you work. There’s sure to be some laughter and merriment while supporting a very good
cause.
PLEASE see Von in the library if you are able to help. Alternatively, let the Office Staff know and we will record your interest.

SEPS are participating in the Coles Sport for Schools program where every $10 spent gains a voucher to go toward new sporting equipment. A collection bin has been placed in the schools foyer.
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LEVEL 5 & 6 INTERSCHOOL SPORTS

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT SANDY EAST THIS WEEK?
FOUNDATION
It has been an exciting week in Foundation with the commencement of Investigations. All students
have been busy following their interests through different avenues such as, mathematics, literacy,
construction, sensory exploration and the arts.
Through use of the front garden strong friendships have been made between all Foundation classes
before heading out into the big playground where the Foundation students have enjoyed joining their
buddies and siblings.
During literacy we have dived right into developing the skills for writing by reading well known children’s books and having a go at writing a piece from the story along with a drawing of something
they remember.
We reached day 10 in mathematics this week and are now able to begin learning about tens and
ones.
As teachers it has been wonderful to see all Foundation students thrilled by the challenges and thinking outside the box!
LEVEL 1 & 2
The JLC has been buzzing this week, with the arrival of our fluffy friends! Each of the classes in Level 1
and 2 were provided with eggs in an incubator in which we were very lucky to observe baby chicks
being born. We have enjoyed learning about the life cycles of chickens and using the chicks as a
stimulus for some exciting writing opportunities.
All students should now have take-home books to read that they will change each day. It is important
that students are reading every night and that their books are recorded and signed in diaries.
We have begun Investigations this week and we look forward to starting our focus children rosters in
Week 4.
Thanks to all those parents who joined us for ‘Meet The Teacher’. It was great to get to meet you all
and we look forward to an exciting year working together.
Have a great weekend.
LEVEL 3 & 4
During the last week, the Level 3 & 4 students have been focusing on their Writers Notebooks. Students have thoroughly enjoyed creating seeds to stimulate ideas for their own writing. Also, each
class has been focusing on a different picture book, where they have been practising their comprehension skills which has supported deeper comprehension whilst reading.
Students have enjoyed up-levelling their work focusing on the different parts of speech. The Level 3’s
are starting to become familiar with their computers and are having a lot of fun using them to help
support their learning. We have continued on with place value in our differentiated maths groups
and students are enjoying working with students from other classes.
It has been a reasonably short week due to the Curriculum Day on Monday and Meet the Teacher on
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Tuesday. It was delightful to meet all parents and learn more about the parents/students in our classrooms.
We are very much looking forward to Friday’s welcome picnic and the Level 4’s working Bee on Sunday between 9am-11am.
LEVEL 5 & 6
It is the start of a new year at Sandy East Primary School and there will be lots of exciting events. The
foundation kids are starting school and the Grade 6 students have buddies and market day. The
Grade 5 students will have peer mediation and the Grade 3 and 4 students will be still new to E.R.P..
Grade 1 will be into the J.L.C. (Junior Learning Center) and Grade 2 are close to being in the senior
half of school.
Luka
For the Level 6 students, the buddies program has been an exciting time of year. I believe it is because we look back to when we were in prep, starting a brand new school. It's fun to work with them,
because it shows us how much we've grown during our time at primary school. We know that it will be
a fun year!
The environment captains of SEPS have big plans for 2018. With the help of Ms Cullen they will be making our school environment sustainable and environment-friendly one step at a time. That's right people, Sandy East is going green ♻.
Tillie
Canberra Camp
All the level 5’s and 6’s are super excited for the upcoming camp. Next week 5/6 and staff depart on
a long bus trip to Canberra. It will be a great way to learn about Australia’s government, history and
politics.
Mia S
This year the year 5's are setting up a thing called PLAY. PLAY is where 4-6 year 5's will set up games for
people in the yard that don't have anyone or anything to play with. Year 5's are also doing Peer Mediation which is where 2 year 5's will go out in the yard together and help solve friendship problems
and game rules. Thanks.
Georgia B and Elsie

CONGRATULATIONS
On Thursday February 8, SEPS held their House Swimming Carnival at Carnegie Swimming Pool.
It was great to see so many of our students giving
their best for their house.
This years winners were STURT!
Congratulations to all swimmers, results will be posted
in the PE window and the district team will be worked
through this week.
The district event will be held at MSAC on March 6.
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Click here to download an ‘expression of interest’.
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SANDY EAST EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES—SEECA!

For information regarding Extra Curricular Activities that require fees, please click here.

DOLLARMITES—SCHOOL BANKING PROGRAM
School Banking deposits are deposited on early Wednesday mornings, please ensure all Dollarmite
books are given to your child’s home room teacher on Tuesdays.
Want to apply for a Dollarmite Account? Click here to find out more!
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WHAT’S COOKING THIS WEEK?
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EXTEND—BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE

Extend OSHC at Sandringham East Primary School
Recap:
We started the week with a pupil free day where we made paper flowers, played break the glass and had
lots of fun! We then did some magic tricks together and made finger puppets. We also made our own cartoons, which was so much fun! To finish the week off we played musical chairs together.
Caitlin and the team at Extend
Our Extend Superstar is...
Maisie B. for showing initiative and being a great friend to everyone at Extend. Great work!
NEXT WEEK’S ACTIVITIES:
Monday 19th February
Jenga competition
Tuesday 20th February
Design your own card game
Wednesday 21st February
Uno tournament
Thursday 22nd February
Crafts
Friday 23rd February
Make your own comic strip
PARENT PORTAL: extend.com.au
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PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help successfully raise
confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial
and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why First Borns Rule
the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia. Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website.

Read Michael Grose’s latest article—‘Peer time counts big time towards your child’s success’ by clicking the INSIGHTS logo below.

COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES: The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School do not
endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.
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