February 21 2019
Dear Parents, Students and Friends,
It is gratifying to see the work completed by parents who support our school environment.
Level 6 families enjoyed a great working bee and received their voucher to redeem at
Bakers Delight. Their voucher will then go into the draw to win 12 month’s supply of bread
for the lucky winner who will be pulled out in December after all families have had the opportunity.
Another verification of great parent support is when we see trees blooming as below. The
planting around the JLC was pruned by City Wide and looks amazing as well. This provides
great memories of contributions and beautifies our grounds….
What a great community!
Upcoming Events & Activities

1



22 Feb - 4A Hunger Buster



27 Feb - 1 March - 5/6
Camp



27 Feb - 28 Feb - Lvl 3/4
Science Incursion



4 Mar - PFA Meeting



5 Mar - Parent Helper
Training Sessions



12 Mar - School Council
Meeting



14 Mar - Walk-a-thon



14 Mar - 4B Hunger Buster



18 Mar - Curriculum Day



24 Mar - Lvl 5 Working Bee



26 Mar - Funky Hair Day



26 Mar - School Council
Meeting



1 Apr - St Johns First Aid in
Schools

School Review Consultation Dates for Parents
Valuing the ideas and contributions of our SEPS community – our consultation aims to:


Celebrate the schools achievements over the life of the last Strategy Plan 2014-2018.



Gain feedback from students, parents and staff about how we can continue to improve our school.



Incorporate the contributions and ideas of our community in our School Review and
new Strategic Plan.

Imagine how life will be for a child growing up now.
How will it be different to our own experiences and the experiences we are having now?
What changes do we need to consider to ensure our children are set up for the future?

Consultation sessions for parents are offered at the following times March 4th in library after Monday assembly ( note PFA meeting has been moved to
March 25th )

March 12th in library at 7pm. Parents only. For this session we will offer a child minding
movie night for school children.
So please put dates in your diary – we are looking forward to seeing our SEPS families.


Congratulations to New School Council Members
The following were successful and are duly elected. We look forward to working with
these members this year.
DET Members
Claire Parsons & Russell Watson

Parent Members
David Brown, Kerryn Kohl, Dan Newton

School Council Annual General Meeting
All school community are invited to attend the AGM on Tuesday March 26th at 7pm in the
library.

Building Update

The building is moving along
with bricks on both buildings
well on the way.
Term Newsletters
Reminder to open the newsletter for information about what
is happening at school for your
child/children.
This newsletter has particular
information for each level - so
please read to ensure that you
know the classroom happenings, specialist’s timetable,
camps and swimming dates
etc.
Foundation Term Newsletter
Level 1 & 2 Term Newsletter
Level 3 & 4 Term Newsletter
Level 5 & 6 Term Newsletter
Reminders for coming weeks –
please click here to see the
school calendar to keep updated of events and activities
at Sandy East.
Quote of the week supports our Play Is The Way Program at SEPS:
“Winning is the pleasurable reward of often long and unpleasant preparation.”
Wilson McCaskill

I hope that our SEPS community enjoys another wonderful week of learning and fun at
SEPS.

Principal

What’s Been Happening at Sandy East This Week?
LEVEL Foundation
Week 4:
The foundation students have been ‘marching two-by-twos’ this week as we learnt all
about the sounds and letters in the word ‘ant’. We have been using the THRASS chart to
help us learn about different sounds for different letters. We are practising using our phoneme fist, by
using one finger for each sound we can hear: a-n-t.
This week we learnt about numbers 12-15 as we
have been at school for 15 days! We have been
learning about how to make these numbers using
unifix blocks and building towers of 10!
Investigations is in full swing with focus children and
reporters. Students have been making connections
between their investigating and learning – finding
13 objects, building towers, counting the blocks,
and using magnetic letters to spell ‘ant’ words.
We are having a great time!

What’s Been Happening at Sandy East This Week?
LEVEL 1/2
As week 4 draws to a close, the talk in the staff room has focused around two flicks. The
MAFS (Married At First Sight) and the MKR (My Kitchen Rules) as well as a small group
who has no idea what everyone else is talking about. I who will remain nameless belong
to the latter.
In level 1&2 the Tsunami of Investigations has begun in earnest. A tidal wave of posters,
building designs and various craft activities has swamped us all. It is great to see all the
students embracing this part of the week.
For Math we continue to focus on number place value as
well as Transformations of 2D shapes. Writing continues to
look at how we write interesting simple and compound sentences, while our Reading focus continues to ensure students
infer from prompts and prior knowledge to ensure greater
understanding of texts.
The chickens continue to intrigue the whole cohort but unfortunately for us all, they will be going back to a better life on
Friday 22nd.
Just a reminder that homework has begun for both levels
and is due on Friday. This should include spelling, mathletics
and reading 10-15 minutes a night.
Wishing you all the very best,
Your level 1 & 2 teachers.

LEVEL 3/4
Well week 4 has passed and the students are flying through! The week was filled with
narrative writing, place value concepts and observing and classifying living and non living things. We are looking forward to our incursion on Wednesday and Thursday where
we will be looking at organisms using microscopes and even creating our own worm
farms. We would love to have any parents who have completed the parent helpers
training course to come work with small groups, focusing on maths fluency games as
well as reading. Please see your class teacher if you are willing. Grandparents welcome
too!
The grade 4’s had their first taste of the senior life of SEPS and participated in the house
swimming carnival. As teachers we were very impressed with the students independence, resilience and confidence displayed. It was a wonderful day enjoyed by all and
we thank all parents who came to support and help out. Stay tuned for district news.
To end, when instilling a positive growth mindset for our students here is an interesting
quote to think about for the week“When a child is learning to walk and falls down 50 times, they don’t think
to themselves: maybe this is not for me”

LEVEL 5/6
A big CONGRATULATIONS to all students on their fantastic effort at the swimming carnival on Wednesday. It was great to see the house captains and students supporting their
houses with vibrant colours, some interesting costumes and loud cheering. Well done to
the overall winners - Mitchell!
We are currently preparing for camp and making sure everyone is organised and excited for surfing and many more activities. Please refer to compass/hard copy packing list
that was handed out this week before our departure on Wednesday the 27 th.
In our classrooms we are continuing with recounts in English and are now moving onto
multiplication in maths. Any practise of times table at home would be a great help! We
also conducted an experiment in science to investigate how oxygen in produced in our
unit on living and non-living.
All interschool sports teams had a fantastic start to the season on Friday and are looking
forward to our second double header this Friday.

What’s Been Happening in Japanese?
We are fortunate to have Mr Kouki Kanda helping students and myself with language
learning for four weeks. Kouki-san is a university student who is keen to help students
learn Japanese while also improving his English.
He has worked hard to translate scripts for the Level 5/6 students as they get started on
making a video for our sister school in Japan. Kouki-san has also been helping the students to say words with the correct pronunciation and to write hiragana in their books.

Students are enjoying
asking him questions
about Japan. My favourite so far:
‘Why do you use chopsticks?’
Another question was
too big to answer in a
few sentences:
‘What’s Japanese culture like?’

With the Foundation
and Level 1 students, Kouki-san is learning Chinese with the students. It’s always great for
the students to see an adult trying to learn something with them.
Briggs-sensei

Final Chance to Order 2019 Graduation Wear
Please find below the TryBooking link for ordering any further Grad Wear. Please note these are
the same garments that
we offered at the end of
2018, however the
names may have
changed slightly to reflect the arrival/leaving of
students.
This is the last chance to
purchase Grad Wear so
please ensure you have
your order in by the
deadline (midday Friday
22nd February) if you
wish to purchase any
additional garments.
https://
www.trybooking.com/BAVDH
If you have any questions please contact Lisa Holmes, Deb Sinclair or Emily Ramsden.

Sports News

Interschool Sport Schedule
Week 3 - March 1

Week 4 - March 8

Basketball

Bye

Black Rock PS

Cricket

Bye

Holloway

Softball

Bye

Black Rock PS

Volleyball

Bye

Dandenong Volleyball Stadium

Lacrosse

Bye

Holloway

Oztag

Bye

Holloway

Extracurricular Activities
At SEPS

G.A.T.E.Ways Information For Parents - 2019
What is G.A.T.E.Ways?
G.A.T.E.Ways (Gifted and Talented Education, Extension and Enrichment) is an independent organisation aiming to “develop and extend children’s special abilities” by providing opportunities
for children of 'like-minds' to participate in programs that will challenge them intellectually and
help develop their individual talents.

How is SEPS involved? How do I enrol my child?
G.A.T.E.Ways distributes news of upcoming programs to our school’s G.A.T.E.Ways coordinator.
This information is forwarded to parents via class teachers. By registering your interest below, we
can better match programs to children as they arise. Attendance at G.A.T.E.Ways programs is at
the expense of the child’s family, means missing time at school and requires parents to transport
children. Therefore, we ask you to register your interest using the below slip, so that information is
only passed on to those interested and that the information you receive is relevant.

What do I do if a G.A.T.E.Ways offer is sent home?
When you receive a G.A.T.E.WAYS offer, it will include information on the program and an
‘expression of interest’ slip. If interested, complete and return the ‘expression of interest’ slip to
your child’s teacher – who will forward it to the SEPS G.A.T.E.Ways Coordinator – as soon as possible, as places are limited and fill very quickly (often within 48 hours).

What is a Teacher Enrolled Program?
Only the school’s G.A.T.E.Ways Coordinator can enrol students for a ‘Journeys’, ‘Eureka’,
‘Challenge’ or ‘On Location’ program. If you receive an information pack regarding one of
these programs and you wish for your child to participate, upon returning your expression of interest slip – ensuring that you must include your email address – the school’s G.A.T.E.Ways Coordinator will nominate your child for that program. You will be notified as soon as possible to confirm whether your child has gained a place or been placed on the wait list. If your child has
gained a place, G.A.T.E.Ways will contact you directly to arrange payment, medical forms, etc.

What is a Parent Enrolled Program?
Parents can enrol directly with G.A.T.E.Ways for the following programs: ‘Brainwaves Club’,
‘Festivals of Workshops’, ‘Leadership Programs’ and ‘Holiday Club’. Details on all these programs
are posted on the website at www.gateways.edu.au during the year. Interested parents are
strongly advised to regularly check the website for upcoming Parent Enrolled G.A.T.E.Ways Programs.
Tessa Duscher (Sandringham East Primary School G.A.T.E.WAYS Coordinator)
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Attn: Tessa Duscher 5/6D

Please complete and return this slip to your child’s teacher who will forward it to the school’s
G.A.T.E.Ways Coordinator. Previously enrolled students must also reapply.

Name of child:
Name of parent:
Contact mobile phone number:
Parent email:

Child’s Grade:

Child’s Teacher:

Parent’s signature:
Date:
Child’s special interests and/or talents:

Click here to read the full article

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting
ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why
First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.
Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website.

Read Michael Grose’s latest article—by clicking the INSIGHTS logo below.

Sandringham East Primary School
Recycle With Mondo
Fundraising Through Recycling Program
We need your continued help to raise vital funds for our school’s sustainability efforts.
It couldn’t be easier!
All we ask is for households to have a spring clean and clean out their wardrobes over the next
few weeks/days and bag any unwanted /no longer needed:


Clothes



Shoes



Linen (sheets, doona covers, towels, blankets)



Accessories (hats, scarves, gloves, belts, handbags)



Toys

Please remember our Recycling Hubs are located just near our circular drive/library between
Sandy East PS and Sandy Senior College and are part of SCRgroup’s Sustainable Students School Fundraising Through Recycling Program. Our school will be paid 0.10c per kilo for
the items that will be sent for reuse and recycling. Donations will be collected on an ongoing basis.
Our focus is to highlight the importance of clothing reuse and recycling!

This program also helps raise money for our school, reduces waste to landfill, creates jobs and
supports communities in developing countries at the same time.
Thanking you for your future donations.
SEPS Sustainability Team

Recycling at our Bayside Libraries
Did you know that our local Bayside libraries are a top place to recycle?
See the photos below to discover the vast array of items that can be recycled…everything from soft plastics, batteries, light globes to old mobile
phones.
Please remember that every item that gets recycled means one less item
going to landfill.
Woollies and Coles are also great for recycling those pesky soft plastics too!

Look at all the soft plastics that can be recycled in the list above.
WOW!
Stay tuned for a similar recycling depot in your SEPS foyer soon.
From your SEPS Sustainability Team!

EXTEND UPDATE
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Making bird
houses

Balloon animals

Decorative plant
pots

Making dragon
eggs

Cooking coconut and date
balls

The Extend Superstar is…
Daniel W… for his amazing attitude at Extend and being a great role model for others!
What’s Been Happening?
At Extend this week we began preparing our showcase, which we have decided will be
a dance performance. Some of us have begun learning it and are even practicing at
home! We’ve also done a mix of arts & crafts as well as cooking! This week we focused
on the wellbeing of our pet stick insects and built them homes using materials from outdoors and cardboard boxes. Learning what they eat was an important part of this.
We also made Vegemite & honey scrolls this week using puff pastry, which were delicious.

extend.com.au

COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES: The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School
do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

