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February 28 2019 

  

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,   

The level 5 and 6 students are currently enjoying good 

times at the Waratah Beach Camp, enjoying perfect 

weather although rather windy. We appreciate the 

time that teachers and parents give to ensure the suc-

cess of this camp. 

 

Upcoming Events & Activities 

 

 5 Mar - Parent Helper 

Training Sessions 2.15 - 

3.15 or 6.00pm - 7.00pm 

 12 Mar - School Review 

Consultation for Parents—

7pm (babysitting movie 

night for students)  

 14 Mar - Walk-a-thon 

 15 Mar - Hunger Buster 4B 

 18 Mar - Curriculum Day 

 24 Mar - Lvl 5 Working Bee 

 25 Mar - PFA Meeting 

 26 Mar - JSC Fundraiser 

Funky Hair Day (free dress 

day & gold coin donation) 

 26 Mar - School Council 

Annual General Meeting - 

Library 7:00pm - All school 

community welcome to 

attend. 

 29 Mar - Hunger Buster 4C 

 1 Apr - St Johns First Aid in 

Schools 

 5 Apr - End of Term 1 Early 

dismissal at 2:30 - Easter 

Lucky Draw 



Consultation 

We are looking forward to seeing many of our SEPS families on Monday March 4th after 

assembly in the school library. This consultation will celebrate the schools achievements 

over the life of the last Strategy Plan 2014-2018 and gain feedback from parents about 

how we can continue to improve our school.  

 

Our Philosophy 

To value the importance of the home/school partnership and actively contribute in par-

ent participation using expertise in a variety of ways within and outside the classroom.    

The school community has a right to fully participate in an educational environment that 

is safe, orderly, supportive and inclusive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What and how do we currently engage students at Sandringham East ?  

 What are the hopes and dreams for your child? 

 What does the future look like for our students?  

 What would you place in their backpack to ensure they are equipped with the 

essentials they will need in their life?  

My name is Angelica. I am 5 years old. I really don’t have much 

of a past. In fact, I am the future. You need to understand what 

I am learning to believe, how I think about my future, what my 

world-view is. 

You and I want me to be a success in the world in which I will 

enter as an adult and which I will be responsible for. In future 

days I will admire you for being able to look forward with me 

and to help me define what I need to learn. 

My world is already very different from the one you have grown 

up in. Using current life expectancy figures, I will live until I am 

over 80. So I will be living and well in the 2070’s, and my 

children will live to see the twenty-second century. 

Can you even imagine what the world will be like for them? 

 

Read the full story by clicking the link below. 

I am the Future’s Child 

http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/I_am_the_Future.pdf


 

Consultation sessions for parents are offered at the following times - 

 March 4th in library after Monday assembly ( note PFA meeting has been moved to March 25th )  
 March 12th in library at 7pm. Parents only. For this session we will offer a child minding movie night 

for school children. 

 

So please put dates in your diary – we are looking forward to seeing our SEPS families to 

support and guide us in our direction. 

 

School Council Annual General Meeting 

All school community are invited to attend the AGM on Tuesday March 26th at 7pm in the 

library. 

 

The building  

Plastering has commenced in the learning building so the shape is really coming to life. 

Windows are coming soon. 

  

Reminders for coming weeks – please see the school calendar to keep updated of 

events and activities at Sandy East. Please see updates in this copy. 

 

Quote of the week supports our Play Is The Way Program at SEPS:  

 

“What value is wealth if our children are poor in values?”  

Wilson McCaskill 

 

For safety reasons, parents are reminded that our yard is not supervised before 8:45am - 

students should not be arriving at school before this time. 

 

I hope that our SEPS community enjoys another wonderful week of learning and fun at 

SEPS. 

 

Principal 

 

http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Community_Calendar.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Sandringham-East-Primary-School-176502002406883/


What’s Been Happening at Sandy East This Week? 
 

LEVEL Foundation 

 

Week 5: 

This week we have been learning about the sounds and letters in the word ‘tap’. Foun-

dation students have been locating different sounds on the THRASS chart and have 

been using these sounds to make new words. 

We have been practicing our morning routines, with coming into our classrooms all by 

ourselves, putting away our bag, take-home folders and diaries and getting ready to 

start our days! The Foundation teachers are so proud of how independent the students 

are in the mornings.  

Last Friday we spent the afternoon with our buddies, doing an activity about our word of 

the week ‘ant’. We love spending time with our buddies and having them help us learn 

new things! 

 

 



LEVEL 1/2 
 

The Level 1&2 team, continue the adventure of Term 1. Week 5 is like the summit of Term 

1, the half waypoint, where we can look around and see where we have come from 

and indeed where we are heading.  The whole teaching team is ready to place our flag 

as a symbolic progression of all our students.  

 

In level 1&2 Investigations continues in its many and varied forms as all the students 

throw themselves into the many provocations that surround them. A major focus for us 

all, is that they are articulating what they intend to investigate and indeed hope to 

learn.  

 

For Maths we continue to focus on number place value as well as transformations of 2D 

shapes. Writing continues to look at how we write interesting simple and compound sen-

tences by using adjectives and adverbs as well as focusing on the structure of Narrative 

Texts. The Reading focus has moved to ensuring students make connections to texts by 

relating what they are reading, to the world, themselves or other texts.  

 

Alas the chickens are now gone 

from the classrooms, although a 

few have been relocated to the 

chicken coup for future adoption 

by the school once we’re able to 

determine their sex. They proved to 

be of great interest to all the stu-

dents while they where here. 

 

Just a reminder, that homework is 

due on Friday. This should include 

spelling, mathletics and reading 10-

15 minutes a night.   



LEVEL 3/4 

Week 5 – Oh my where has the term gone? Half 

way there already. Students enjoyed their in house 

Biological Science incursion. This will drive them 

when beginning their learning tasks next week.  

 

Level 3 and 4 are mad about science! 

Level 3 and 4 experienced an amazing incursion to 

learn about living and non-living things! We learnt 

about M.R.S G.R.E.N. It means M = move, R = repro-

duce, S = sense, G = grow, R = Respire, E = Excrete, 

N = Nutrients. After that, we got into groups. Then 

we sorted pictures into groups of living and non-

living. Eventually, we got into two groups. Once 

group tested out some science equipment and ex-

plored different species using a digital microscope 

different species.  

We were able to watch and create worms farms 

too! 

By Sienna B and Liv D 4B  

 

 

 

 



LEVEL 5/6 

Camp has been great so far. Windy weather saw the surfers straining to walk while carry-

ing their boards. The teachers and parents were extremely proud of their resilience and 

their surfing ability. We saw incredible talent at red faces with singing, dancing and com-

edy.  

We had beautiful weather for our second day making 

the surfing a lot easier. All smiles here even Mr T who 

got sand in his eye, which resulted in an eye patch.  

It’s been wonderful not to hear the kids complaining 

about the food so that is a big win for Waratah Beach 

Camp. 

More stories and photos next week.   



What’s Happening in Art 

 

Our SEPS family tree is growing every day. Thanks to all the families and staff who have 

contributed so far. I look forward to seeing lots more leaves appear on the tree.  

Thanks everyone!  

Ms Van Etten, Art. 

 

 

Sports News  

L5&6 Tennis Tournament 

 

The Seaside District Sports Association 

enters a Girls and Open Tennis Team in 

the School Sport Victoria (SSV) Tennis 

championships each year. Two singles 

entries are entered in each of the Open & 

Girl’s Competitions representing the Seaside District. They play as individuals. Currently 
open to Level 5 & Level 6 students 

Selection is determined through a District Tennis Tournament held at the Royal Avenue 

Tennis Courts, Sandringham on Tuesday 19th March. To enter these trials students MUST 

be playing competition tennis. Their coach must supply formal verification of club mem-

bership and grading.   

If you would like your child to participate in the selection trials please see Mr Richardson 

for an entry form. Completed entry forms must be submitted to your PE teacher at 

school NO LATER than 9.00am Friday March 8th.  (LATE ENTRIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED)  

You will need to make your own arrangements for transport of your child to and from the 

trials, at the Royal Avenue Tennis Courts, Sandringham. The OPEN competition will need 

to register at 9am for a 9.15am start and the Girl’s competitors will need to register at 

11.15am for an 11.30am start. The competition will be a knockout tournament. If time 

and courts allow, students will get to play at least two games. 

Mr Richardson 

 

Interschool Sport Schedule  

 

  Week 3 - March 1 Week 4 - March 8 

Basketball Bye Black Rock PS 

Cricket Bye Holloway 

Softball Bye Black Rock PS 

Volleyball Bye Dandenong Volleyball Stadium 

Lacrosse Bye Holloway 

Oztag Bye Holloway 



What’s been happening in SEECA - Sandringham East Extra Curricular Activities 

Here are some students enjoying mindfulness with Mr Mac at lunchtime on Wednesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mandarin Monday (after school)  

 

NI HAO !  

TRADITIONAL CHINESE FARMERS PUT A PIG UNDER A ROOF AND THE WORD FAMILY IS 

BORN 

 

The year of the piggy is definitely moving on to second term.  Do you know that Chinese 

farmers traditionally value their pigs more than their wives?  How do we guess this? Well, 

if we examine Chinese writing, the second oldest in history, you will find that the charac-

ter for family (jia) is a pig over the roof radical. 

 

For those who do not know much about Chinese writing, here is a bit of information. Chi-

nese writing is made of 214 basic pictures which are representational (they have a simi-

lar purpose to the English alphabeth). These 214 elementary pictures are known as radi-

cals. For example, for the number one, it is simply a horizontal stroke (-), two is two strokes 

(=). More complex words are then built up from these radicals much like a lego set.   

 

So jia is also a common name for girls. For the word wife, the roof radical is combined 

with a broom radical. So a roof over a broom makes up the complex word for wife. I am 

sure we can have a discussion about what these words mean for feminism and the role 

women played in traditional Chinese culture.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



G.A.T.E.Ways Information For Parents - 2019 
What is G.A.T.E.Ways? 
G.A.T.E.Ways (Gifted and Talented Education, Extension and Enrichment) is an independent or-

ganisation aiming to “develop and extend children’s special abilities” by providing opportunities 

for children of 'like-minds' to participate in programs that will challenge them intellectually and 

help develop their individual talents.  
 

How is SEPS involved? How do I enrol my child? 
G.A.T.E.Ways distributes news of upcoming programs to our school’s G.A.T.E.Ways coordinator. 

This information is forwarded to parents via class teachers. By registering your interest below, we 

can better match programs to children as they arise. Attendance at G.A.T.E.Ways programs is at 

the expense of the child’s family, means missing time at school and requires parents to transport 

children. Therefore, we ask you to register your interest using the below slip, so that information is 

only passed on to those interested and that the information you receive is relevant.  
 

What do I do if a G.A.T.E.Ways offer is sent home? 
When you receive a G.A.T.E.WAYS offer, it will include information on the program and an 

‘expression of interest’ slip. If interested, complete and return the ‘expression of interest’ slip to 

your child’s teacher – who will forward it to the SEPS G.A.T.E.Ways Coordinator – as soon as possi-

ble, as places are limited and fill very quickly (often within 48 hours).  
 

What is a Teacher Enrolled Program? 

Only the school’s G.A.T.E.Ways Coordinator can enrol students for a ‘Journeys’, ‘Eureka’, 

‘Challenge’ or ‘On Location’ program. If you receive an information pack regarding one of 

these programs and you wish for your child to participate, upon returning your expression of in-

terest slip – ensuring that you must include your email address – the school’s G.A.T.E.Ways Coor-

dinator will nominate your child for that program. You will be notified as soon as possible to con-

firm whether your child has gained a place or been placed on the wait list. If your child has 

gained a place, G.A.T.E.Ways will contact you directly to arrange payment, medical forms, etc. 
 

What is a Parent Enrolled Program? 
Parents can enrol directly with G.A.T.E.Ways for the following programs: ‘Brainwaves Club’, 

‘Festivals of Workshops’, ‘Leadership Programs’ and ‘Holiday Club’. Details on all these programs 

are posted on the website at www.gateways.edu.au during the year. Interested parents are 

strongly advised to regularly check the website for upcoming Parent Enrolled G.A.T.E.Ways Pro-

grams.  

 

Tessa Duscher (Sandringham East Primary School G.A.T.E.WAYS Coordinator) 

   -    -    -    -  -   -    -    -    -    -   -     -    -    -    -    -   -     -    -    -    -    -   -    -    -    -    -    -   -      

 

G.A.T.E.WAYS  2019                                                Attn: Tessa Duscher 5/6D 

Please complete and return this slip to your child’s teacher who will forward it to the school’s 

G.A.T.E.Ways Coordinator. Previously enrolled students must also reapply. 

  

 

Name of child:                                       Child’s Grade:                               Child’s Teacher: 

  

Name of parent: 

 

Contact mobile phone number: 

 

Parent email: 

  

Parent’s signature: 

Date: 

Child’s special interests and/or talents: 

  

http://www.gateways.edu.au


PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE 

Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help suc-

cessfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids.  There are plenty of positive parenting 

ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children. 

Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why 

First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it.  Michael’s popular parent-

ing columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.   

 

Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website. 

Read Michael Grose’s latest article—by clicking the INSIGHTS logo below. 

Click here to read the full article 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf


 

 

 



Sandringham East Primary School 

 

Recycle With Mondo  

 

Fundraising Through Recycling Program 

 
 

 

We need your continued help to raise vital funds for our school’s sustainability efforts. 

 

It couldn’t be easier!   

 

All we ask is for households to have a spring clean and clean out their wardrobes over the next 

few weeks/days and bag any unwanted /no longer needed:  

 

 Clothes  

 Shoes 

 Linen (sheets, doona covers, towels, blankets) 

 Accessories (hats, scarves, gloves, belts, handbags) 

 Toys 

 

Please remember our Recycling Hubs are located just near our circular drive/library between 

Sandy East PS and Sandy Senior College and are part of SCRgroup’s Sustainable Students - 

School Fundraising Through Recycling Program. Our school will be paid 0.10c per kilo for 

the items that will be sent for reuse and recycling. Donations will be collected on an ongoing ba-

sis. 

Our focus is to highlight the importance of clothing reuse and recycling! 

 

This program also helps raise money for our school, reduces waste to landfill, creates jobs and 

supports communities in developing countries at the same time. 

 

Thanking you for your future donations. 

 

SEPS Sustainability Team 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

EXTEND UPDATE 

 

 

 

The Extend Superstar is…  

Lily J… for being super welcoming and helpful to all her peers at Extend, especially the 

preps! Great attitude, good job. 

 

What’s Been Happening?  

This week we continued working on our showcase that we’re preparing for parents on 

the final week of term! We’ve been practicing at home and showing off our best dance 

moves. We just need to coordinate our dances for an awesome group activity. We’ve 

also had a bunch of fun with our crafty activates, our favourite being making dragon 

eggs. We’re excited for our cooking activity on Friday! 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

extend.com.au 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Making bird 

houses 

Balloon animals Decorative plant 

pots 

Making dragon 

eggs 

Cooking coco-

nut and date 

balls 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES:  The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School 

do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser.  They accept no responsibility for accuracy of in-

formation contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

 



 



 


