February 8th 2018
2018 SCHOOL TERM DATES
SCHOOL VISION
To build a community that empowers, challenges and inspires learners to foster their
creativity and talents, developing the skills to fulfil their dreams in an ever-changing
world.
...THINK...IMAGINE...BECOME...

Term 1: Ends 29 Mar 2018,
dismissal 2.30pm
Term 2: 16 Apr—29 Jun

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,

Term 3: 16 Jul—21 Sep

Our school relies on effective communication and relationships between each stakeholder to provide our entire school community with
the information required.

Term 4: 8 Oct—21 Dec

Communications for 2018 - Sandringham East Primary School introduced the Compass platform late last year. This program is being
used to provide parents with feedback about student learning, for
parents to provide information on student absences and in recent
months, a way to communicate information between school and
home, and for payment of education contributions for 2018.
Please see attached summary of the communications that you can
expect from the school this year and School Council’s policy. Click
here.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to such a smooth start to
the school year:

2018 CURRICULUM DAYS
Monday 12th February
Friday 9th March
No students at school on
these pupil-free days
Term 1 2018 Important Dates
Tuesday Feb 13th—Meet the
Teacher 1pm-7pm



Students have settled in well to their lovely classrooms and are enthusiastic about learning and loved the excitement of opening
their supplies.



Teachers and Education Support staff are setting the scene with
students ensuring the expectations are in place for a great year of
learning and fun.



School Office staff never have a dull moment with this being the
most productive time of their year.

Feb 19—23, Canberra
Camp, Level 5 & 6



Parents are diligently paying their school contributions. School
Council committees have already commenced their meetings.

Mar 15—26, Japan Tour



Workmen are doing their best to complete the external finishing
touches to the buildings.



Our Maintenance people are still moving furniture, building bookcases for the Japanese Saturday College storage and generally
looking ahead to expedite our building.

Reminder Curriculum Day Feb 12th – no students at school.
Staff will be working with Adam Voigt focussing on Our Role in Building
School Culture to fully understand Student Behaviour and implement
Restorative Practices. Staff are excited to be working with Adam to
further improve the Sandringham East Primary School culture.

Friday Feb 16th—Welcome
Picnic 5.30-7.30pm
Sunday Feb 18th—Level 4
Working Bee

SEPS Building Update
Foundation students visit the Principal.
As is customary, the Foundation students visited my office to meet the turtle and listen to a story. A discussion about the role of the Principal was interesting. The
children responded to the question – What is the job of a
Principal?
Apparently my job is to:


Do important stuff



Be in charge of the school and the turtle



See that everyone is safe



Keep the school tidy



Be in charge of teachers



Sit on the chair



Watch TV!!!



Make sure people come to school



Do work like reading and writing things



Talk about sensible things



Do yard duty



Clean the school



Read stories



Look after the children and the turtle



Talk to people who come and visit

History
History is important at Sandy East as seen by the following happenings this week….
Firstly a find by Eden a level 3 student. “It was the first day of the
new school year and we were playing heads down thumbs up,
I was having a great time, just then my curious little finger found
something in the hollow part of
my table leg. So I pulled it out
and found a note folded up. I
opened it and read it. It was
hand written and said something about the fact that I was
very lucky because a girl named
Kara Hyndman , who wrote the
note, was going to be a famous
vet. Her best friend was going to
be a famous sprinter she was
already the fastest 11 year old in
Australia . This note I found
was hidden in my table on the
5/6/2002 ! Almost 16 years ago,
so older than the children at
Sandy East.”
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Past Teachers Visit
We also had a visit from three past teachers who were interested
in the changes at Sandy East. Geoff Swann was the Assistant Principal from 1981 – 1992. Frank Park was a senior teacher in the
1970’s. Elaine Covenry is a current SEPS grandparent with 3 generations attending SEPS . She was the Infant Coordinator from 1975 –
1990. The three visitors reminisced about their times at SEPS and
were most impressed with the students in classrooms learning and
the changes in facilities.
Dear Laureen
Wow! Thank you for allowing us to see SEPS at work. What a wonderful educational and physical change from the school that we
knew! Open classrooms, positive teacher-pupil interaction in a
very stimulating environment - not to mention carpeted floors! Our
best wishes for the future developments and well- being of the
SEPS family.
Elaine, Frank and Geoff.
School Council Elections – Information for Parents
SEPS has four positions for School Councillors to nominate for positions which will end in two years –
2020. Please see the office for nomination forms from Feb 13th onwards.
What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are
given powers to set the key directions of a school within statewide guidelines. In doing this, a school
council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
Who is on the school council?
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership:


A mandated elected Parent category of 8 members for SEPS - more than one-third of the
total members must be from this category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child's school as long as they are not engaged in
work at the school.



A mandated elected DET Employee category of 4 members for SEPS. Members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the total membership of school council. The
principal of the school is automatically one of these members.



An optional Community member category of 3 members for SEPS. Members are co-opted
by a decision of the council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community members.

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
Why is Parent membership so important?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help
shape the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find their
involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
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How can you become involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However,
ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. In
view of this, you might seriously consider:
Standing for election as a member of the school council.
Encouraging another person to stand for election.
Do I need special experience to be on school council?
No. What you do need is an interest in your child's school and the desire to work in partnership with
others to help shape the school's future.
What do you need to do to stand for election?
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March
unless the usual timeline has been varied by the Minister.
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category.
DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work are
eligible to nominate for parent membership of the school council at that school.
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the
Notice of Election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt
of your completed nomination.
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot
will be conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.
Remember
The Nomination forms are available from the school office.
Timeline of Election
Notice of Election and call for nominations: Monday, 12th February
Closing date for nominations; 4pm Monday, 19th February
Candidates and nominators will be posted: Wednesday 21st February
Ballot papers will be prepared and distributed: Monday 26th February
Close of ballot at 4pm: Monday 5th March
Vote Count : Monday March 5th after 4pm.
Declaration of poll at 9am: Tuesday 6th March
Please contact the Principal, Laureen Walton, for further information.
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Focus on Respect

The whole school has begun the school year focussing on

Respect.

Respect encompasses many things. It is not just respecting the rights of others but also of
oneself.
Respect is not just how we treat and relate to other people but also attitude towards ourselves.
Respect at SEPS will be reinforced through recognition, empathy, self- monitoring, personal
space, earned trust, supporting others and acknowledgment of equality. We are teaching
students to respect each other, teachers and parents as well as to respect and take pride in
the school learning environment – classrooms, furniture, buildings, and the play environment.
Respect is also applicable to parent / teacher relationships and meetings, actions in School
Council and PFA meetings.
Remember this:
“Respect for ourselves guides our morals, respect for others guides our manners.”
Laurence Sterne, an Irish novelist (24 November 1713 – 18 March 1768)
What did you do at School today?
When the question 'What did you do at school today?” is asked,
many children respond with a similar answer - 'nothing' or 'I don’t
know'.
Below is a list of open questions that are designed to increase the
likelihood of an extended answer. Families who use these kinds of
questions often find the answers lead to further discussions and helps
to connect learning experiences from school to home.
Parking Reminder
Please can you be considerate of neighbouring residents when
parking in surrounding streets. Please do not park over driveways.
The council patrols the area regularly and will issue parking tickets to
anyone illegally parked.
Parking in the circular driveway is not allowed because of safety
reasons and because of dual use with Sandringham College.
I hope that our SEPS community enjoys another wonderful week of
learning and fun at SEPS.

Principal
Laureen Walton
Principal—Sandringham East Primary School

5

STUDENTS LEARNING TASK: 2018 SEMESTER 1, TERM
Information for Parents – Re Access to COMPASS
Accessing your child/children’s Learning Task Summary and Feedback is a 2 step
cess.

pro-

Tuesday 13th March – The Learning Task Summary will be uploaded to Compass. This is a brief description of the
task and the requirements of your child. The ‘components’ of the learning task will be identified, including the
format for the assessment.
The term one learning task is a snapshot of your child’s learning at a given point in time. Student achievement
levels mapped against the Victorian Curriculum and reported on at the end of semester one and two are based
on a myriad of learning tasks and experiences, this work sample being one of them.
Friday 29th March – The completed Learning Task with Teacher Feedback will be made visible to parents.
Instructions for access:
Log into COMPASS – using your User Name (Family Code) and password. You can access COMPASS through
the Sandringham East Primary School Home Page: http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/

Click on icon:
Your Home Page will be displayed.
Click on the Pencil Icon and select Learning Task. The Learning Task will be listed here.
Click on the Learning Task to access information and feedback about your child/children’s Learning Task.
There could be more than one component here for you to read. Each component will be identified.
If you would like to print the information, select the printer icon.
If you do not have internet access, please see your child/children’s teacher to make alternative arrangements.
Regards
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Upcoming Japanese Tour
Today the students from Sandy East, who are participating in the 2018 Japanese Tour, had
the opportunity to meet and discuss their trip. Twelve students and four adults will be attending including Karen Roberts (Assistant Principal), Josie Briggs (Japanese Teacher), Sophie Willer and Peter Grogan (parent).
We are all very excited. We learned today about some cultural differences particularly in
relation to hygiene practices including;
The comparison between western and squat toilets;
Showering/bathing differences
Removal of shoes upon entering hotels and rooms
Did you know that Japanese people reuse much of their water? They actually clean their
body with soap before entering the shower/bath to bathe! The remaining grey water’ will
then get used to wash laundry or flush toilets.
Our ‘farewell dinner’ (before the students depart Australia on March 15th) will be Wednesday 7th March at 6pm.
Karen Roberts
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Welcome back everyone to an exciting 2018! SEPS FUNDRAISING
We finished 2017 with the great news that SEPS received the government grant for our new buildings.
Already we are seeing amazing progress with some classy new classrooms.
As a fundraising team our aim this year is to raise funds for the furniture and fittings for these new
spaces. These include
Blinds
Air conditioners
Outdoor learning environment furniture
Soft furniture for classrooms eg ottomans, beanbags
Extra cabinetry
Landscaping
Extra resources for Art, Performing Art, PE and Japanese
We have had some new recruits this year already and kicked off the year with out first meeting last
week. We discussed the year’s events, planned the upcoming Walkathon and had lots of laughs.
So if you are keen to join but are a bit wary of the how much work is involved, here are some common concerns:
I don’t have time.
We are all in the same boat. You may be working full time, part time, casual, studying or taking care
of your little cherubs full time. Any contribution you can make to the team is always appreciated. You
can also opt to help with just one or all events during the year.
I don’t know how I can help or add value.
You may be an ideas person, or have some great connections in the community. Your working experience may lend itself to event planning or communication ideas. Or you may be keen to be hands
on and help get things done. It is all helpful and very valuable to the team!
I don’t like asking for donations.
If this is not your thing, then don’t worry. There are plenty of us who are good at asking for freebies. �
It’s too much work.
Only help when and how you can. You are not locked in to any major commitment.
Can I help the fundraising team without being on the committee?
Yes! We are always looking for donations for prizes and auction items so if you have connections or
work some where that can donate an item please be in touch. Also, when a call goes out for volunteers and if you are available please sign up.
If you are still on the fence about joining up, come to the next meeting which will be 7pm Tuesday 6th
March in the school meeting room. No commitment required!
Any queries just email me on simonesmith003@gmail.com or leave a message at the office and I’ll be
in touch.
And if you are on Facebook like the ‘Sandringham East Primary Fundraising Group’ page.
Looking forward to a great 2018 with you all! Simone Smith, SEPS Fundraising Coordinator
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BUSY PARENTS—VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION 2018
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Please click here to download an application form.
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LEVEL 5 & 6 INTERSCHOOL SPORTS

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT SANDY EAST THIS WEEK?
FOUNDATION
These past two weeks we welcomed the new Sandy East Foundation students and their wonderful
families. It has been an exciting week of getting to know each other through social games and play
and have already learnt a lot about our new school through school tours and the commencement of
our specialist classes.
We have all settled into our classrooms really well and are beginning to make some new friendships.
During maths we have been focusing on our 100 days of school, learning how to read, write, recognise and understand the purpose of each number.
We are really looking forward to the year ahead as we learn and grow together.
LEVEL 1 & 2
It has been a wonderful start back to the school year and the students have been so enthusiastic
about their new learning spaces. We have been learning about the different learning spaces in the
JLC and are very excited for the commencement of Investigations in Week 3.
The level 1&2 students have been practicing their sustained reading and learning how to select ‘good
fit’ books. We have also explored letter writing, in which the students wrote letters to their teachers
about their interests and lives outside of school. We have loved reading about all of the students, and
are excited to learn more about them throughout the year.
Please remember to bring your art smocks ready for next week.
We hope you have had a great two weeks back at school, and we look forward to a very exciting
and busy year ahead! Have a lovely weekend and see you all next week.
The Level 1&2 Team
LEVEL 3/4 HAPPENINGS
Week Two of Term One has seen the Level 3/4 students settling in to their new classes really well!
The Level Four students were very excited to attend the house swimming carnival on Thursday and
had a great day out in the sunshine!
In the classroom, the students have been working hard on their learning. In Maths we are looking at
place value, in Reading the students are practising a variety of comprehension skills and in Writing
they have been writing some excellent recounts.
The ERP skills workshops have seen the students learning the skills necessary to begin their ERPs in Term
Two. The students have also started the Science curriculum this week and are very excited to learn
more about the properties of natural and man-made materials!
Some reminders:
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Monday 12th February is a student free curriculum day.
Tuesday 13th February is the “meet the teacher day”. Please don’t forget to book your slot.
Now that most of the students have a laptop, please ensure that these are charged overnight and
sent to school with a full charge to ensure that they can be used optimally.
ART
This Week in Art Level 1/2 students have been enjoying creating paintings and drawings of Summer
Fun!

PAPER SLICING NINJA NEEDED IN ART PLEASE!
I need 2 parents to help cut up a lot of large pieces of card into smaller pieces using a paper slicer.
Ideally this could be done after assembly or at another time that suits. Even half an hour would be a
wonderful help. Please come and see me in the art room if you are a super slicing ninja! Thanks, Julie
Van Etten

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Matty Milias who won the State Championship of 2018 Multi Events in Victoria
(Athletics) during the school holidays. It was a Pentathlon - Discuss, 100m 60m hurdles, Longjump and
800m- and he became the gold medalist after all the events! Well Done Matty!
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SANDY EAST EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES—SEECA!
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PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help successfully raise
confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial
and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why First Borns Rule
the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia. Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website.

Read Michael Grose’s latest article—‘Exposing kids to challenges helps prevent anxiety in later life’ by
clicking the INSIGHTS logo below.

PLEASE ENSURE ALL SCHOOL
BANKING DEPOSITS ARE RECEIVED AT THE OFFICE ON TUESDAYS.
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COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES: The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School do not
endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.
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