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July 16th 2020 

 

Dear parents, students and friends, 

I hope that you are all well and have been spending some quality time with your family, 

in what can only be described as a strange holiday break!  The Premier and Minister for 

Education have announced that, on the advice of the Victorian Chief Health Officer, all 

Victorian Government Schools will transition back to remote learning arrangements for 

the first five weeks of Term 3 (July 20th onwards). 

Sandy East and all other Victorian schools have been working hard during this week’s five 

Student-Free days from 13th-17th July. The start of Term Three will be moved to Monday 

20th July for our students. In taking this step we are continuing to follow the guidance of 

the government and the Chief Health Officer. This is obviously an unprecedented step in 

response to unprecedented circumstances. I greatly appreciate your support as we navi-

gate our way through these ongoing and challenging times. 

The Department of Education and Training (DET) are always updating advice  but for now 

I can provide you with this information:  

 All students will be learning from home and undertaking the SEPS Remote Learning 

program from Monday 20th July.  

 Students whose parents cannot work from home are able to attend school and will 

be supervised by either a VIT registered teacher or a staff member with a Working 

with Children Check.  

 Students who need to attend school will be undertaking the same Remote Learning 

as students who are learning from home and will be supervised to do this, with strict 

social distancing guidelines adhered to. Students who attend school will not be 

taught a different program from those learning at home.  

School Purpose - Vision & Values: To build an inclusive community where our children are active 

learners, critical thinkers and creative explorers.       Think… Imagine… Become 

School Values:  

1. Care - Care for self and others as well as our physical environment and learning spaces 

2. Aspiration - Seek to accomplish something worthy and admirable, try hard, pursue excellence 

3. Respect - Treat all others with consideration and regard, respect another person’s point of view 
 

Always Our Best 



I ask that you please be patient and understanding. Please be assured that our staff are 

well prepared for this scenario and have spent this week looking at our next stages in the 

remote learning journey and responding to student, staff and parent feedback. Through 

their amazing commitment during last term, teachers were skilled up in online platforms, 

practised in classrooms, technology was tested and many issues were resolved. I am so 

incredibly proud of what our SEPS staff did in Term 2. A term that was unlike any other 

that Education has ever seen and one in which the staff and students (and parents) of 

SEPS have stood up and performed in a way that many schools can only dream of. Our 

community have been so positive and supportive about the remote learning experience 

and what was provided to the children of SEPS….. and as well we had our first term host-

ing Sandringham Primary. 

 

I will be sending further updates and with more detail on how the Remote Learning pro-

gram will be delivered.  I have already sent a Compass information on how on site super-

vision can be accessed for those in need. I will continue to communicate via Compass 

and encourage you to join the schools Facebook page where we will continue to circu-

late other information and try and keep some normality for the children as well. 

 

A reminder that students attending school will undergo a daily temperature check on 

arrival.  If over 37.5  the school will be asking parents to collect the child and keep them 

at home, seek medical advice and not return to school until the temperature is normal 

and the child is in full health. 

 

If you have any correspondence that is urgent and important, please contact me via 

laureen.walton@education.vic.gov.au 

 

Note all correspondence to staff must be directed through the school’s Email or to me 

and I will forward on to the specified teacher. 

 

I thank you for your ongoing kindness, care and understanding. This will most certainly be 

a time we reflect on for many years to come.  Hopefully recalling these challenges we 

faced allowed for a great deal of quality family time and the maintenance of the health 

of our family and friends.  

 

Please stay home, stay safe and take care of yourselves and each other.  

Regards, Laureen 

mailto:laureen.walton@education.vic.gov.au


Communication 

 We will continue our school newsletters each Thursday 

 The term level newsletter links will be attached to the newsletter next week 

 The Home Learning Edition for the coming weeks will be distributed on Compass  

 Email the school or Laureen with any questions, suggestions or messages for teach-

ers 

 Please let us know if there are issues that we need to know about in families that we 

can provide support for ( job changes, relationships, etc )  

 Please complete the onsite application every Thursday BY 3pm  

 Most of all keep in touch – we are happy to lend an ear and have a chat. 

 

2021 Enrolments 

If there are siblings who are yet to enrol for Foundation PLEASE do so ASAP. WE would ap-

preciate your help in communicating to friends and preschools/child care that enrol-

ments are NOW DUE. The enrolment form is attached to the website and also here. 

http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Student_Enrolment_Form.pdf  

 

If there are families from levels 1-6 ( for 2021 ) moving house or schools for next year we 

also need to know so that we can plan accordingly. Many thanks in advance for letting 

us know. 

 

Happenings 

As always there are lots of happenings at SEPS – all for the benefit of our students WHEN 

they can return: 

 The Playscape is currently being made safer and the children are looking forward to 

returning to their play on our great asset. 

 During the holidays builders worked on defects and sealed the stadium brick wall 

amongst other things. 

  The oval has been given some reseeding and top dressing to give it a boost which 

hopefully will be ready for when students return. We want to ensure that it has a 

chance of survival so the longer we leave it free of students the better. 

 Bullits basketball unfortunately cannot start as planned because of the lock down 

now. 

 The stadium seating will be serviced at a later date as Victoria is a “no go” place for 

the company from QLD  

http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Student_Enrolment_Form.pdf


Hot off the Press ! 

Big news today is that our two half-court basketball shooting courts have commenced 

at SEPS. Grass Sports are the successful tenderer and we look forward to another activity 

being available for students when they return eventually to SEPS. 

 



Survey Monkey re our LOTE Program. 

As you are aware due to parental feedback we have introduced Mandarin over the last 

three years when Foundation students commenced at SEPS. So currently F,1,2 learn Man-

darin and 3-6 Japanese. School Council will need information from SEPS families as we 

plan for the future. Please take the time to talk to students and give us your feedback. 

What happens in 2021 and onwards?  Do we continue introducing Mandarin to the early 

years and then they transition to Japanese in level 3. Or are there other options. ? We 

need your help and feedback please.  

The Survey Link is here https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PWVZJ33  

The deadline is 31 July. 

 

DET Home Learning Survey 

DET provided an opportunity for schools to have a greater understanding of how par-

ents, carers and students navigated home learning and the role the school played in 

supporting you.  We appreciate feedback from those who found the time to complete 

the survey, thank you all. 

 

We have now received the results of the DET 2020 Learning from Home Survey.  The num-

ber of responses was only 87, but we respect that the vast majority of parents had com-

pleted our own SEPS survey earlier in the term. In fact most of the results mirrored findings 

of that earlier survey, but we also received clear feedback for further areas of improve-

ment, which is now very relevant as we return to learning from home. 

We were pleased that areas such as communication, the level of work provided, clarity 

of daily planners and responsiveness of the school to feedback were all very positive. 

For example we had:  

 100% agreed they received clear communication about on-site learning arrange-

ments 

 81% received clear communication from our school on how to prepare and transi-

tion to learning from home 

 84% understood what their child was expected to do each day 

 85% has the necessary IT equipment to learn from home 

 85% felt the amount of learning was just right or maybe just a little too much or too 

light 

 91% indicated the school improved its delivery of remote learning since the begin-

ning of term 

 

Whilst 83% indicated they were coping as parents and 90% of children were coping, the 

survey also indicated the challenges of keeping students engaged at home and the na-

ture of distractions (eg social media). Our well-being team is mindful of the need for con-

tinued support for individuals and teachers are pro-active in monitoring their students. If 

any member of the community is aware of anyone in our school community who needs 

further support, of course, we welcome being informed.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PWVZJ33


The identified areas for future improvement were as follows: 

* Recording Attendance – There was a lack of understanding of the roll marking process-

es. Whilst we wish to assure parents that this was definitely done, we aim to be more ex-

plicit in this process 

* Feedback and assessment – Throughout Term 2 Learning from Home we were waiting 

on DET guidance about assessment and hopefully end of term reports and parent con-

ferences have now addressed any concerns. Teachers are now discussing how to im-

prove in this area as we prepare for the return to remote learning next week. 

We thank you again for participating in this survey and will always seek your feedback. 

Although last term’s experience has prepared all of us well, and as much as we would 

prefer all our students here onsite with us, we will continue to reflect, listen and respond. 

 

Grant application 

We continue to advocate for resources for the Sandy East students and have a grant 

ready for submission on Friday for a sensory/musical project to be located next to the 

Foundation building which is very exciting so hopefully we will be successful.  

 

School Crossings news from Bayside Council 

Our school crossing supervisors are currently on Bay, Bluff and Holloway Road assisting 

the secondary students in travelling safely to school and those students of essential work-

ers that may still be attending Sandy East.  

Council are conducting audits on these crossings over the next few days to confirm stu-

dent numbers. If there are any changes to the crossings we will inform you accordingly 

and seek your advice on whether you believe the supervisors are necessary for students 

who are attending. During the previous remote learning we did not provide the service 

for those students of essential workers though are happy to review this if need be.  

 

 



Consultation 

 

10 July 2020 

 

To Interested and Affected Parties 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

Upgrade works to mobile phone base station at Cnr Bluff Road & Bay Road, United Ener-

gy Utility Pole # 1819336, SANDRINGHAM VIC 3191. 

 

I am writing on behalf of Telstra to inform you of an upgrade to the mobile phone base 

station at the above address. This proposal does not require Development Approval and 

consultation is being undertaken in accordance with the requirements of Section 7 of 

the Mobile Phone Base Station Deployment Code 2018. 

 

Map of Proposed Upgrade Location is Below 

The upgrade comprises of the removal of (3) three existing panel antennas and installa-

tion of (3) three 5G panel antennas measuring 810mm(h) x 400mm(w) on existing mounts 

on the light pole. Ancillary works include the installation of (3) three Remote Radio Units, 

cabling and electrical equipment. All external items will be colour matched to the fa-

cade. 

 

The purpose of this installation is to install 5G technology at the existing facility at the 

above address.  

 

Additional information is available at: www.rfnsa.com.au/3191003 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like further details, please contact: 

 

Emily Wardlaw, Director Planning Services, Acquirecomm 

consultation@acquirecomm.com.au 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rfnsa.com.au%2F3104001&data=02%7C01%7Csandringham.east.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8311b2d226fd4df713b108d8248dc56a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637299538797668215&sdata=qGEN
mailto:consultation@acquirecomm.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feature Article: Fight For Your Survival  

I have to admit - I am a big fight fan.  Karate, Brazilian Jujitsu, Krav Maga and cage 

fighting is my version of a good red wine.  I consider myself a pacifist with options.   
 

Putting the physical endurance aside, martial arts is like playing chess…but where you 

can get hurt.  Martial arts has forced me to regularly step outside my comfort zone, con-

front my fears, and deal with my insecurities.  It taught me that you can feel fear and still 

step up and fight.  Training yourself to fight is counterintuitive - it’s like choosing to run to-

wards a fire. When confronted by a threat, your self-preservation instinct switches 

on.  Commonly known as either your stress response, fight or flight or an adrenaline 

dump, it is when your mind and body jump into action to keep you alive and out of 

harm’s way.   

 

Sometimes the instinct to fight activates automatically and sometimes you need to dig 

deep and draw it out. Right now, life has changed, and you need to find the fight within 

you.  You now have to run towards problems and throw yourself into them and fight to 

find a solution.  You now have to rise above your fear and anger so you can be patient 

and caring.  You have to work harder to remain positive to keep hope alive and not suc-

cumb to the doom and gloom. 

 

Now is the time to step up and bring out the fight in you.   

My son recently shared a YouTube clip with me 

about an eighteen year old ‘E.J’ who has been 

living on the streets since he was seven.  E.J.’s 

parents died and his foster parents were abusive 

so he found himself living under bridges, in car 

parks and anywhere that was safe-ish.   



 

You can watch his interview here (adults only - coarse language warning) 

 

On the streets, he says, ‘you have to fight to survive’.  He explains that if you want to sur-

vive then you need to make friends (but don’t be too friendly), keep good debts, keep 

your word and don’t talk badly about others. 

 

When asked if he could have three wishes, he responds by saying ‘..on the streets you 

don’t wish for things or wait for things to happen.  You can’t control anything’.   

 

E.J has to draw out the fight everyday just to eat and find a place to sleep. 

 

E.J.’s fight now is to make it into the army - so he can have 3 meals, a bed and a roof 

above his head, 365 days a year. 

 

As our world changes, and you face uncertainty in your school, work, family, lifestyle or 

wellbeing, how are you going to fair in this fight? 

 

Are you prepared to dig deep and bring the fight out?  Are you willing to run towards the 

fire and make the difficult calls, have the tough conversations, put in the longer hours, 

rewrite all your planning, and take risks? 

  

"Why not go out on a limb? That's where the fruit is.” Mark Twain  

  

Keep bouncing back! 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbouncebackfast.us2.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D84962e18ecd58d958183a7649%26id%3D66204deb95%26e%3D85a849a87a&data=02%7C01%7CLaureen.Walton%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cdf4cb5adb5844ac3b3bc


PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE 

Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help 

successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids.  There are plenty of positive par-

enting ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children. 

Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why 

First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it.  Michael’s popular parent-

ing columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.   

Click here to view the whole article.  

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf
file:///C:/Users/09821833/Documents/My Web Sites/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf

