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July 23rd 2020 

 

Dear parents, students and friends, 

I hope that you are all settled back into the swing of remote learning – learning at home. 

From feedback it seems to be going to plan from community feedback. Continue to let 

me know if there is anything that will work for everyone. It is a fine line pleasing all families 

who all have different needs but we are doing our very best.   

 

Reminder that On site form needs to be submitted BY Thursday every week at 3pm so we 

can organise staffing. 

 

Use of Face Masks in Metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire 

As you are well aware, the Victorian Chief Medical Office has announced that those in 

metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire must wear face coverings when they leave 

home. Face covering is mandatory for persons 12 and over. 

Not required to wear face covering: 

 Students in Year 6 who have turned 12 in a primary school.   

 Primary aged children 

 Students and staff who have a medical condition as per the latest advice.  

Teachers and Education Support staff while in the act of teaching 

Required to wear face coverings: 

 Parents and carers 

Teachers and Education Support staff in other areas of the school such as yard duty, staff 

room, providing first aid, taking temperatures 

School Purpose - Vision & Values: To build an inclusive community where our children are active 

learners, critical thinkers and creative explorers.       Think… Imagine… Become 

School Values:  

1. Care - Care for self and others as well as our physical environment and learning spaces 

2. Aspiration - Seek to accomplish something worthy and admirable, try hard, pursue excellence 

3. Respect - Treat all others with consideration and regard, respect another person’s point of view 
 

Always Our Best 



Please refer to updated information to the wearing of face masks at work - Mel-

bourne or Mitchell Shires; 

  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 

  

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/updates/coronavirus-covid-19/face-coverings-1159pm-

wednesday-22-july 
 

Grant application 

We continue to advocate for resources for the Sandy East students and have submitted 

a grant for a sensory/musical project to be located next to the Foundation building 

which is very exciting so now we cross our fingers. 

 

Solar Grant now available to apply for. 

It would be useful to use the vast expanse of roofing that we have to further support our 

sustainability focus at SEPS. 

I know there is a Sandy East parent who has information/knowledge that we could use 

to apply for this grant. Can you Email me as I’m having a seniors moment remembering 

who you are!  

Thank you in anticipation.     Laureen.Walton@education.vic.gov.au 

 

2021 Enrolments 

If there are siblings who are yet to enrol for Foundation PLEASE do so ASAP. We would 

appreciate your help in communicating to friends and preschools/child care that enrol-

ments are NOW DUE. The enrolment form is attached to the website and also here. 

http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Student_Enrolment_Form.pdf  

 

If there are families from levels 1-6 ( for 2021 ) moving house or schools for next year we 

also need to know so that we can plan accordingly. Many thanks in advance for letting 

us know. 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD UPDATE Accessing a Second Year of Kindergarten 

Questions from families regarding access to a second year of kindergarten, following 

coronavirus (COVID-19) related disruptions this year………... families need to know that 

attending on-site is available and supported. This is the best way to support children’s 

learning and development, especially for vulnerable and disadvantaged children. 

  

Feedback shows that many families did engage effectively with kindergarten programs 

in Term 2 either on-site, through learning from home, or a mix of both. In the vast majority 

of cases, it is appropriate for a child to transition to school after their year of four-year-old 

kindergarten. Schools welcome and support children at diverse stages in their growth 

and development. 

  

A second year of funded four-year-old kindergarten should only be considered where  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/updates/coronavirus-covid-19/face-coverings-1159pm-wednesday-22-july
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/updates/coronavirus-covid-19/face-coverings-1159pm-wednesday-22-july
mailto:Laureen.Walton@education.vic.gov.au
http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Student_Enrolment_Form.pdf


the kindergarten program is deemed to be the most appropriate learning program and 

environment for the child given their developmental status, and that the child will 

achieve better outcomes at kindergarten than if they go to school. Requests for a sec-

ond year of funded kindergarten should not be based on missed on-site or learning from 

home program time. 

The process and requirements for a second year of funded kindergarten are unchanged 

this year. 

 

Re-framing parent-child after school chats 

The below list features alternatives to the question “What did you do at school today?” 

to which children will often reply with “Nothing” (Does that sound familiar?). These ques-

tions will help you to kick off that after school conversation wherever you have your daily 

debrief. 

“When were you happiest today?” 

“What made you smile today?” 

“Did you do anything nice for someone else today?” 

“What made your brain grow today?” 

“If you could do something from today again, what would it be? Why?” 

“Did anything funny happen today?” 

“Who did you talk to the most today?” 

“Did you spend time with your teacher today? What did you do?” 

“If you were the teacher today, what would you have done more of or less of?” 

“Did you spend any time talking to your friends today? 

“What work are you proudest of from today?” 

“Do you know yet what’s on at school tomorrow? What are you most looking forward 

to? 

 

Families can now access free expert parenting advice through the online Triple P – Posi-

tive Parenting Program. 

 

The program is relevant to families with children between 2 and 16 years and provides 

strategies to deal with specific challenges, such as building children’s resilience and 

dealing with conflict. There are courses specifically for parents of toddlers to tweens, and 

for parents of pre-teens to teens. 

 

It gives parents strategies to: 

 

 raise happy, confident kids 

 manage misbehaviour so everyone in the family enjoys life more 

 set rules and routines that everyone respects and follows 

 

https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/vic-uken/triple-p/
https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/vic-uken/triple-p/


 encourage positive behaviour 

 take care of themselves as a parent 

 feel confident they’re doing the right thing 

 

Sign up to the Triple P program via their website.  

For more information, visit the Triple P – Positive Parenting Program, or contact Janice 

Robertson on: 

Email: janice.robertson@dhhs.vic.gov.au 

Phone: 03 9096 5016. 

Gateways 

If your child has been nominated for GATEWAYS program this year, here is some further 

information for Term 3 for those parents who are interested. Please read the information 

below carefully and if you do enrol in program it would be a good idea to email your 

child's teacher to let them know which programs your child is completing at home in-

cluding the date, time, AM or PM.  

Parents are to enrol directly during this flexible and remote learning period (see links be-

low). Please contact G.A.T.E.WAYS on 9894 2116 regarding any enrolment or program 

questions.  

For the timetable. http://www.gateways.edu.au/docs/default-source/online/admin/t3b1

-timetable-for-teachers-final.pdf?sfvrsn=2 

For information about programs. https://gws4a.mailchimpsites.com/  

To be stepped through the enrolment process. http://www.gateways.edu.au/docs/

default-source/online/admin/gateways-online-parent-infographic.pdf?sfvrsn=2 

To enrol your child. Enrolments are open now! Do enrol at your earliest convenience to 

avoid disappointment. https://www.gateways.edu.au/programs/festivals/host-school-

and-dates-2014 

 

Gateways - Online Compact Programs- Term 3 2020 

Thursday AM: 9:30am – 10.30am, (break 10:30am –11.00am), 11:00am - 12.00pm Click 

here to see our program descriptions . Years 1 and 2. Trouble in Tesselation Town - Maths 

The Mystery of the Missing Dalmatians - Maths Write Me To Life! - Language and Litera-

ture Years 3 and 4. Surviving the Rising Ocean - Environmental Science. Dodge Ball in Ze-

ro Gravity - Technology: Game Design 

www.gateways.edu.au  
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Happenings 

As always there are lots of happenings at SEPS – all for the benefit of our students WHEN 

they can return: 

 The Playscape is currently being finished. 

 The oval has been given some reseeding and top dressing to give it a boost  

 New garden beds are being built near the dumper area. 

 The Japanese Saturday College are relocating their library to the LOTE room. 

 The basketball shooting courts are steaming ahead. 

 

 
Survey Monkey re our LOTE Program. 

As you are aware due to parental feedback we have introduced Mandarin over the last 

three years when Foundation students commenced at SEPS. So currently F,1,2 learn Man-

darin and 3-6 Japanese. School Council will need information from SEPS families as we 

plan for the future. Please take the time to talk to students and give us your feedback. 

What happens in 2021 and onwards?  Do we continue introducing Mandarin to the early 

years and then they transition to Japanese in level 3. Or are there other options. ? We 

need your help and feedback please.  

The Survey Link is here https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PWVZJ33  

The deadline is 31 July. 

 

Term Newsletters 

Please click on the relevant link below to view your levels Term 3 newsletter. 

 

Foundation 

Level 1 & 2 

Level 3 & 4 

Level 5 & 6 

 

  

Quote of the week… 

” Positive things happen to positive people.” Sarah Beeny. 

  

I hope that our SEPS community stay well and now embrace another few weeks of re-

mote learning.  

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

 

Laureen Walton – Principal 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PWVZJ33
http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Term_Newsletter_Foundation.pdf
http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Term_Newsletter_Level_1_and_Level_2.pdf
http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Term_Newsletter_Level_3_and_Level_4.pdf
http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Term_Newsletter_Level_5_and_Level_6.pdf


Mr. Marco’s Cooking Class 

Pasta and Broccoli 

A simple winter warmer that's sure to satisfy and easy to make.  

 

Ingredients  

4 heads of broccoli  

1 brown onion  

3 Garlic Cloves  

3 Bay leaves  

1 cup of grated Parmesan cheese (freshly grated is the best)  

 

BUON APPETITO  

https://youtu.be/-jcdbhyXdpg
https://youtu.be/-jcdbhyXdpg


Art Update 

 

THANK YOU BUNNINGS MENTONE! 

A huge shout out to Bunnings Mentone and their activities organiser Caitlin Woods, for a 

very generous donation of $400 towards craft materials for our students during lock-

down. Oh the joy I had filling a trolley to the brim with all sorts of arty crafty goodies for 

our students! Amongst the super stash I have put together 8 ‘Loose Parts’ picture kits 

containing trays of a variety of small loose items that can be combined in hundreds of 

different ways to create art pictures, literacy and numeracy stories, collage and con-

structions. Choices/provocations include metal nuts/bolts/washers, wooden cogs/

wheels/blocks, mermaids/under the sea, camping and bird decorating designs.  

 

The students currently learning at school can access these at present, and when we all 

get back to school, the kits will come into the art room to be used as prompts for draw-

ing, painting and other artworks. Therefore all our students can benefit from this gener-

ous donation, and students can also have input into other items to add into the trays. 

Here is one of the amazing creations done yesterday.  

Thanks again Bunnings Mentone!  

Ms Van Etten, Art. 

 

 

 



Basketball Courts Update 

As you can see things are moving along nicely.  

 



PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE 

Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help 

successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids.  There are plenty of positive par-

enting ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children. 

Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why 

First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it.  Michael’s popular parent-

ing columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.   

Click here to view the whole article.  

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf
file:///C:/Users/09821833/Documents/My Web Sites/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf

