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Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

The newsletter has been taken out of my hands today! 

Laureen Walton 

 

Recognising 50 Years of Service 

LAUREEN WALTON  

Congratulations to Laureen Walton, on achieving this anniversary with 

us! Last Sunday the Minister of Education James Merlino, recognised the 

achievement of Laureen being one of the longest serving employees at 

a formal presentation ceremony at the Arts Centre. 

 

Together at SEPS, we take pride in her accomplishment and commit-

ment to excellence. We know she has worked tirelessly for this success 

and we truly appreciate her dedication, work ethic and energy to en-

sure that all things Sandy East are achieved to the highest expectation. 

Relationships with the school community students, staff and parents are 

her core business. 

Where it all began... 
Laureen entered Ballarat Teachers College on 14th February 1966; the 

day we refer to as Decimal Currency Day. Under a paid teacher trainee 

scheme, Laureen learnt her craft choosing to focus on an extra year of 

study to gain the Infant Teacher’s Certificate and became a qualified 

teacher in 1968. Her first appointment was a remote school Goroke 

Consolidated. She then had to become a city slicker following Geoff to 

Melbourne and continued at Middle Park, Hampton Primary, Sandring-

ham Primary, and now Sandy East. 

COMMUNITY MEETINGS 

Sub Committees 6pm Aug 28 

Fundraising 7pm Aug 28 

School Council 7pm Sept 4 

PFA 9.15am Aug 27 

Policy & Planning 3.30pm Aug 27 

COMING UP 

 Jul 28 - Parent Only Function 

 Jul 30 - Aug 10 - Swimming Pro-

gram L3 & 4 (excl. Aug 1 & 8) 

 Aug 14 - Aug 24 - Swimming 

Program F, L1 & 2 (excl. Aug 20) 

 Aug 25 - SEPS v Sacred Heart, 

Dads Football Match 

 Aug 27 - Special Friends Day 

CAMPS 

 Aug 6 - 10, Ski Camp, L6 

(optional camp) 

 Oct 12 - Sleepover, L2 

 Nov 29 - Dec 3, Woorabinda 

Camp, L4 & 5 (optional camp) 

HUNGER BUSTER 3.30 - 3.45pm 

 Jul 27 - Home Group 2A 

 Aug 3 - Home Group 2B 

 Aug 17 - Home Group 2C 

 Aug 24 - Home Group 2D 

 Aug 31 - Home Group 1A 

 Sep 7 - Home Group 1B 

 Sep 14 - Home Group 1C 

WORKING BEES 9am - 11am 

 Aug 5 - Level 3 

 Sep 9 - Foundation 

2018 SCHOOL TERM DATES 

Term 3: 16 Jul - 21 Sep, 2.30pm 

Term 4: 8 Oct - 21 Dec, 1.30pm 

2019 FOUNDATION 

 Aug 2 - Story Time, 2pm - 3pm 

 Aug 17 - Story Time, 2pm - 3pm 

 Aug 30 - Story Time, 2pm - 3pm 

CURRENT LINKS 

Gold Glitter Parent Night - July 28 

Flexi Schools - Canteen Orders 

http://www.trybooking.com.au/VPHH
https://www.flexischools.com.au/


 One of her favourite times in her teaching career was her experience as an art teacher where she was able 

to promote experiences where students’ creativity shone. Laureen has shared many great moments in her 

teaching career but the relationships she has cultivated with the students, staff and parents are the ones 

she treasures most. 

 

Appointed as the Principal of SEPS in 2001, Laureen has made many changes. Working from the premise, 

“Leadership is the capacity to translate vision into reality” (Warren Bennis), Laureen’s leadership has always 

been respected, even though ‘change’ for some was difficult. To be the leader she has become, she ven-

tured the untraveled path. Being bold in the face of uncertainty, gave her staff courage and helped moti-

vate them to keep striving when the going got tough. 

 

Laureen maintains a forward focus. Her vision to build a community that empowers, challenges and inspires 

learners to foster their creativity and talents developing the skills to fulfil their dreams in an ever changing 

world, is being realised.  

 

With a persistent determination to ensure the best 

possible learning environments, she has led and man-

aged successful building projects including the refur-

bishment of the Foundation learning spaces to pro-

mote co teaching and flexible learning, a new library, 

the Junior Learning Centre (Building Education Revo-

lution), and more recently the $7.8 million building 

project that will see her vision for innovative and flexi-

ble learning spaces come to fruition.  

 

Laureen’s passion for promoting wonder and awe is reflected in our SEPS vision; to encourage students to 

‘think..imagine..become!’ Her commitment to working with students and staff to make a difference in 

teaching and learning is one of the things she finds most rewarding. Laureen’s focus  and success in devel-

oping school leaders is renowned with many taking on Principal, Assistant Principal and Leading roles within 

education. 

 

Always one to thrive on challenge, Laureen has led many initiatives and innovations including our ‘Play-

based Learning approach’, co teaching and flexible learning spaces, our Kitchen Garden program and 

many more. Moreover, she has established and nurtured many partnerships within our local and global 

community - Lions and Rotary, Japanese School, Japanese and Philippines sister schools, Out of School 

Hours programs to name a few. 

We, the school community at Sandy East, acknowledge and appreciate that the foundation of our success at San-

dringham East PS is built upon you and your commitment to lead a thriving school community. 

THANK YOU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written recognition from our Senior Education Improvement Leader, Sarah Burns 

“Congratulations on achieving and receiving your service award on the weekend. 50 

years – that is just unbelievable dedication –but how lucky are we as a system to have 

your contribution over this time. 

This is an outstanding contribution to education of our students in the State system, but 

on top of this you have been a great mentor to teachers, parents and fellow principals. 

Your wealth of  knowledge and passion for education is second to none and I would 

have to say what an absolute pleasure it is to work with someone of your calibre. 

Thank you! 

Image of the envisaged building to be completed 

September 2019. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term a highlight will be Special Friends Day on August 27th – note change of date from 20th please. So 

it’s time to contact your special friends and grandparents to book them up to visit each class and share 

some learning activities.  

This year will be a focus in classrooms only as well as Book Fair in the library.  Coffee / hot chocolate will 

be available to purchase from our coffee van but no afternoon tea because of lack of space. 

 

2018 Parent Opinion Survey 

Tell Us What You Think!  

Every Government school is conducting a survey to find out what par-

ents think of their school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey 

offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conduct-

ed amongst a sample of randomly selected parents. It is designed to 

assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of 

school climate, student behaviour and student engagement. Our 

school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school 

planning and improvement strategies.  

Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in 

this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be 

conducted from Monday 23rd July to Sunday 26th August. 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any 

convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The 

online survey will be available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnam-

ese, Mandarin, Chin (hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek.   

The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of September.  Survey results will be com-

municated to School Council and parents through annual reporting each year.  Next year we will use the 

survey results to reflect and plan for the next four years in our new Strategic Plan which will evolve from 

our School Review. 

I ask that as many that are selected as possible take part in the survey to give us a true reflection from 

parents at Sandy East. 

Thank you for the kind words from Karen and Michelle and 

for the lovely flowers from PFA – much appreciated. It 

seems like yesterday when I was at Goroke Consolidated 

school watching the moon landing in 1969 with my class of 

students. My love for education hasn’t waned and I so 

enjoy working with our SEPS community. Relationships have 

remained strong over the years and the “girls” from 

teachers college still meet regularly in Bendigo from rural 

and Melbourne areas. 

I look forward forward to the completion of our new 

stadium and learning environment before I take a break 

and pursue the many other things on my “to do” list. 

 

THANK YOU 

 



SEPS Building Project News 

Actions related to our building project include: 

 It is fascinating to see the time-lapse photos which can be accessed via our website or click here. 

 Minister Dalidakis visited on Friday 20th July and was overwhelmed with our progress so far. Our 

school student leaders also impressed with a presentation and helped on the shovel for the sod turn. 

Builders, architect and School Councillors enjoyed this celebration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a school community, we are all very excited. 

Our current number one quote shared is, 

 

“Short term pain, long term gain.” 

 

We cannot wait to see our project come to fruition. 

There’s much cause for celebration. 

 

2019 Enrolments Are Now Due 

It is looking like we will have four Foundation classes next year. The task now is to ensure that buildings and 

staffing will be adequate for the needs of our school. 

Our school community is invited to make an appointment for a tour of the school by ringing the school 

office on 9598 1704. We are looking forward to discussing the programs and curriculum that our students 

at SEPS enjoy.   

 

Sibling enrolments need to be actioned ASAP please. Enrolment forms can be downloaded from our web-

site or collected from the office. 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/6qs1xa4ubrspm5g/Time%20lapse%20Video%202%2020th%20July.mp4?dl=0
http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Student_Enrolment_Form.pdf
http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Student_Enrolment_Form.pdf


Professional Practice (PP) Days for our teachers - Term 3 

The days chosen for the term are listed for the information of parents. On these days an Emergency 

teacher will be teaching classes. 

Foundation Team - Thursday 13th September 

Ryan McCulloch OB, Kelly Ransom OC, Amy Sellick OA, Jessica Mitchell OD 

Level 1 - Wednesday 5th September 

Jana Hain 1A, Alana Walsh 1B, Jess Griffin 1C, Rhiannon Harris 1D 

Level 2 - Thursday 6th September 

Claire Parsons 2A, Jacqueline Perdriau 2B, Jenny Dare 2C, Arran Armitage 2D 

Specialists 

Monday 3rd September - Johannes Scherpenhuizen& Josie Briggs 

Tuesday 4th September - Dave Richardson 

Thursday 6th September - Julie Van Etten 

Support 

Wednesday 8th August - Rosie Johnson & Sheila Pfeffer 

 

Quote of the week:  

“There are times when it’s best to let instinct take over and allow spontaneity to rein.”  

Wilson McCaskill 

I hope that our SEPS community enjoys a great week of learning and fun as well as a fulfilling term 3.  

 

Regards, 

 

Principal—Sandringham East Primary School 

 

Heartlinks has a number of parenting workshops coming up in August 2018 that 

may be very useful for your parents and school community.  All workshops run 

from the Family Life offices in Sandringham. 

 

Positive Parenting after Separation 

A four week workshop commencing Thursday 16th August.   

Better Relationships 

A four week workshop commencing Wednesday 22nd August.  

Parenting Tweens and Teens 

A four week workshop starting Monday 27th August.    

 

 

http://heartlinks.com.au/


Recess and Lunch Breaks 

Students are reminded to bring a piece of fruit to be eaten during their Snack Attack time at 

around 10am. 

 

Foundation 

Monday & Tuesday:    Lunch 11:10am—12:10pm  Recess 1:50pm—2:20pm 

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday:  Recess 10:40am—11:10am  Lunch 12:50pm—1:50pm 

 

Level 1 & 2 

Monday, Tuesday & Friday:  Lunch 11:10am—12.10pm  Recess 1:50pm—2:20pm 

Wednesday, Thursday:   Recess 10:40am—11:10am  Lunch 12:50pm—1:50pm 

 

Level 3 - 6 

Monday, Tuesday & Friday:  Recess 10:40am—11:10am  Lunch 12:50pm—1:50pm 

Wednesday & Thursday   Lunch 11:10am—12.:10pm  Recess 1:50pm—2:20pm 

Community Calendar 

Our Term 3 calendar is now available for download.   

Please click the icon to the right. 

 

School Volunteer Required 

We are looking for a new banking volunteer to help Helen Pettigrew on Thursday mornings for a couple 

of hours to look after the student Dollarmite Accounts. If you can spare some time for a good cause 

please contact the office to register your interest.  

We would like to thank Andrea Johannessen for her help as a volunteer on this important initiative. 

 

Kitchen Garden Cook Book 

A big thank you to everyone who has shared their favourite family recipes 

so far. They all look very yummy, but we still need a lot more! 

Deadline for Entries is Wednesday, 1st of August.  

Our last cookbook was 6 years ago, and you may remem ber it was a 

huge success, so the pressure is on to make this one even better! 

Please send your recipe to:  

sandringham.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

or hand it to Mr Marco or your class teacher. 

Thank you for all the lovely parents already involved, if you have skills you 

think may be useful, please come to our  meetings on Thursday morning straight after drop off in the JLC 

staff room. 

http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Community_Calendar.pdf


WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT SANDY EAST THIS WEEK? 

 

LEVEL Foundation 

This week in Foundation, the children were visited by the Learning by Doing team who taught the children how 

to make a rocket using simple woodworking techniques such as tightening a vice, sawing and gluing. The chil-

dren worked in partners and practised skills such as sharing and taking turns. 

In reading we have been learning about the emergency services, including po-

lice officers, surf life savers, paramedics, fire fighters, the Royal Flying Doctor, and 

the State Emergency Service. The children have been learning the difference 

between fiction and non-fiction books. 

Make sure you check out our term newsletter when it is released later this week, 

which includes all of our important dates for the term and how to support your 

children at home. 

LEVEL 1 & 2 

Week 2 in the JLC has been jam-packed! Investigations has students measuring, recording, tallying and experi-

menting with Focus Children rosters back in action. Grade 1 and 2 students are developing their writing skills and 

working on procedural texts – I wonder if they can find any procedural texts around the house…? 

The students continue to enthusiastically add to their ongoing Theme Park maths project. This week students are 

creating maps using grid paper, reapplying their knowledge of shapes by working on perimeter and area.  

In science we take a look at forces and explore the concept of push and pull with a good old fashioned game 

of tug-o-war! We are taking this concept further with a Billy Cart Incursion this coming Monday (L1’s) and Tues-

day (L2’s)! Parents please remember to pay and give permission via Compass so your child can attend. What 

an exciting way to begin Week 3! 

LEVEL 3 & 4 

The first 2 weeks of term have been extremely busy in the level 3 & 4 classrooms. Students have been enjoying 

learning about different places in Africa and South America, students have also been setting their own sustaina-

bility goals which will help reduce waste in their own lives. In literacy, students have been reading and writing 

procedural texts with a strong focus on how different suffixes change the meaning of words. In Mathematics, 

students have been working towards success criteria in the area of addition & subtraction strategies - students 

have really enjoyed the individual & group activities that have centred around these maths concepts. The level 

3 students are excited to be going to Sandy College this term, to participate in Science lessons with Wilko, all 

students will be learning about how the Earth’s surface has changed over time.  

Swimming starts next week so make sure all students have plenty of rest and remember to bring all swimming 

gear over the next few weeks.  

LEVEL 5 & 6 

We have had a great start back at school for term 3 with many exciting things coming up. First of all, ski camp is 

coming up soon and the 5/6 cohort is getting extremely excited to go. It is around 2 weeks away so that means 

you don’t have too long to get ready for some skiing fun with your mates. 

 

Mrs Fitness’s birthday is coming up soon on the 9th of August and we are 

very excited (especially the three boys writing this newsletter.) Amazingly 

the 5/6 interschool sport Teeball team have made districts and will be qual-

ifying  to Division finals if they win. Mr T has been a great coach for the lead 

up to victory. 

For about 5 weeks cranes and other demolition machines have been tear-

ing up the ground, and as you can see the difference is crazy 

Our Grade 5 Bully Stoppers action team have been preparing for an excit-

ing forum planned for next Wednesday. (1st August) At this forum, the ac-

tion team will partake in a range of engaging activities focusing on bullying 

and resilience. 

 

Teeball District Champions 

On Friday the 20th of July, the boys T–ball team played a district play off. 

We played Brighton Beach and made a miraculous win, 18 to 10.The entire team made an amazing effort and 

it worked out for us. The highlight of the game was when Roo (the captain pretty much) ran full  speed from sec-

ond base all the way to first, dived mid-air into a roll and then stood up with ball in hand.  Division Finals update 

next week!  



Mondo Recycling Donation Bins 
 

Hello SEPS families, 

Thanks to those families who have already supported our Mondo recycling program by popping un-

wanted/unused items of clothing, accessories, towels, sheets etc. into our Mondo bins!  

Remember these bins are located in front of our library and the circular driveway between us and 

Sandy Secondary College. 

We have already had 

our first bins emptied 

and been paid for our 

efforts. All money raised 

will go towards our sus-

tainability projects so 

please keep donating! 

 

Thanks for your support. 

SEPS Sustainability Team 

 









Please Note: 

Online orders for canteen can be placed through Fleixschools—click here. 

https://www.flexischools.com.au/


Extend OSHC at Sandringham East Primary 

PARENT PORTAL: extend.com.au 

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE 

Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help successfully 

raise confident, happy and resilient kids.  There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove 

the trial and error from raising children. 

Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why First 

Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it.  Michael’s popular parenting columns 

appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.  Click on the Parenting Ideas logo be-

low to visit the full website. 

Read Michael Grose’s latest article—by clicking the INSIGHTS logo below. 

Recap: 

We had an awesome week at Extend! We started the week off by becoming animals with the 

cool masks we made. We then used chalk to do some great drawings and worked together in a 

treasure hunt. We then used the play dough to create animals and finished the week off with 

some exciting pop up animals!  

 

Caitlin and the team at Extend 

 
Our Extend Superstar is... 

Renee V. for being respectful to everyone at Extend and helping other children with their draw-

ing skills. Keep up the great work!  
 

Next week’s activities: 

Monday 31st July - Group Challenge - Colour Paper Hunt  Tuesday 1st August - Sandpit sand castles 

Wednesday 2nd August -  Paper donuts    Thursday 3rd August - 3D animals 

Friday 4th August - Scarecrow Tiggy 

 

KIDS CLUB ART COMPETITION – WIN A $200 COLES GROUP AND MYER GIFT CARD 

Entries are now open for Extends’ Kids Club Competition! Submit your entry online from Monday 

23 July to Friday 10 August, 2018. 

To enter complete the sentence “Gilbert the Gecko’s Best Friend ‘_____’ the Gecko” and submit 

your matching art entry online at extend.com.au. For further details and terms visit ex-

tend.com.au 

…BUT THERE’S MORE! Help your After School Care service win a mystery incursion! Be sure to 

come along to After School Care to enter. 

Five forgotten skill sets that contribute to student success 

https://extend.com.au/
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf


COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES:  The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School 

do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser.  They accept no responsibility for accuracy of in-

formation contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

Future Football 
  

Future Football aims to encourage and nurture young football players by developing their skills within a 

professional and safe environment. Our coaching programs accommodate girls and boys from the age 

of 5 -16 years and provide a fun way to participate in sport which helps to keep children active. 

  

We are very supportive of local schools and aim to complement school activities by providing profes-

sional skills coaching to help player development while having fun. 

 

Future Football’s coaches are experienced, professionally qualified and have undergone vigorous train-

ing. Our coaches are passionate about the game of football and youth development and each hold 

valid a Working with Children Check. 

 

Future Football Term 3 programs will begin with FREE clinics at Firbank Grammar! 

We have clinics running at both Brighton and Sandringham campuses, just click on the links below to 

secure your spot  

FirbankBrightonFreeClinic     

FirbankSandringhamFreeClinic 

 

Any question please contact our team on 1 300 684 989 or info@futurefootball.com 

 

http://futurefootball.com/programs/skills.php
http://futurefootball.com/programs/skills.php
https://www.facebook.com/1887381061522625/photos/a.1898762483717816.1073741829.1887381061522625/1935551503372247/?type=3
mailto:info@futurefootball.com






COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES:  The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School 

do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser.  They accept no responsibility for accuracy of in-

formation contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 


