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June 11th 2020 

 

Dear parents, students and friends,  

 

What excitement there was on Tuesday morning as students ran through the gates to their 

waiting teachers. They were so pleased to see each other and also their friends. The week 

has been calm and fruitful as students engage again with their learning at school. 

 

Thank you to those who remembered to return their library books – however there are still 

over 380 still to be returned by the end of this week. That’s $7,600 worth of books some-

where in the homes of our families. We know they are there as we haven’t been any-

where. SO PLEASE have a look. Borrowing will not be able to resume next term unless these 

books are returned as a quarantine process needs to take place. Some students have 2-3 

books outstanding. Individual letters will be distributed to students this week so please 

make our job easier and return every book which will be much appreciated.  A reimburse-

ment of $20 per book is required if you cannot locate your library book. 

 

Personal belongings at school 

Please see below the draft policy which will be approved by School Council next Tuesday. 

 

PURPOSE 

To explain Sandringham East Primary School’s policy in relation to personal property and 

to ensure that special or valuable items of personal property are not brought to school. 

 

School Purpose - Vision & Values: To build an inclusive community where our children are active 

learners, critical thinkers and creative explorers.       Think… Imagine… Become 

School Values:  

1. Care - Care for self and others as well as our physical environment and learning spaces 

2. Aspiration - Seek to accomplish something worthy and admirable, try hard, pursue excellence 

3. Respect - Treat all others with consideration and regard, respect another person’s point of view 
 

Always Our Best 



SCOPE 

This policy applies to all school activities, including camps and excursions.   

POLICY 

Sandringham East Primary School understands that staff and/or students may sometimes 

like to bring items of personal property to school.  

The Department of Education and Training does not have insurance for personal proper-

ty of staff, students and visitors. Sandringham East Primary School does not take responsi-

bility for items of personal property that are lost, stolen or damaged at school or during 

school activities. Damage to personal property brought to school is the responsibility of 

the owner of that property.  

Sandringham East Primary School encourages staff and students not to bring items of 

value to school, or to obtain appropriate insurance for such items.  

If students bring items of value to school, the class teacher will consider the best course 

of action, which might include: 

 the parent being contacted and asked to verify whether the child had parental 

permission to bring the item to school/ the purpose of bringing such item to school 

 the item being confiscated and stored securely at until the end of the day when 

the items may be collected by the student and/or parent 

 the parent coming to collect the item as soon as practical 

REVIEW CYCLE 

This policy is scheduled for review every 4 years 

 

We notice that there are many personal items being brought to school which we totally 

understand at this time when students need their soft toys for soothing and also alterna-

tives to play with in the yard while the oval is growing. Students will continue handwash-

ing / antiseptic before and after recess and lunchtimes and we request that parents san-

itise any appropriate toys before and after each school day at home. PLEASE name all 

items brought to school. 

Our policy basically says that anything brought to school is at the owner's risk. So if par-

ents don't want students to bring something in, please discuss this with their child. If there 

are no issues being caused it gives students something to do at recess and lunch which 

we welcome until we are all back up with access to our Playscape and oval.  



AFL thoughts from a Swans fan in level 4 from SEPS 

Jackson is beside himself with excitement this morning 

and not just because footy is starting back tonight. Last 

night his story about football, that he wrote while in iso-

lation, was published on the Sydney Swans website (in 

the news section). He is an extremely happy boy this 

morning!  

Congratulations Jackson – this is so clever. Make sure 

that you open the link and have a read. 

Here is the link... 

sydneyswans.com.au/news/704155/young-swans-fan-a

-writer-in-the-making 

 

Reminders…… 

 Staggered arrivals & dismissals 

8:50am drop-off, 3:10pm pick-up – Students with surname starting from A-L 

9:10am drop-off, 3:20pm* pickup – Students with surname starting from M-Z 

*Note dismissal time 3:20pm for M-Z students being picked up from the gates. 

 

The school grounds are out of bounds prior to 8:50am, except for those  

students enrolled in Extend.  

 

 Parents of children with surnames A-L are pleased asked to depart promptly after 

dropping off and picking up their children to ensure car spaces are made available 

for the M-Z families. PLEASE KEEP TO THE LEFT in the laneways to ensure adequate 

physical distancing occurs between families. 

 Independent travellers 

Students who travel independently to and from school, such as walking or riding to 

school alone or with a friend or sibling, will depart at 3:30pm regardless of their sur-

name. This also includes students who are meeting parents on the surrounding 

streets or away from line-of-sight to the school gates. This is to ensure we can uphold 

duty of care by supervising students that are being collected by parents/carers, 

and that the footpaths can be clear before the independent students depart on 

their bikes and scooters.  

 

June 24th Parent, Teacher, Student interviews. 

School Council have approved an adjusted school day with students dismissed at 12 

noon so that teachers can communicate about student’s progress following their term 2 

report which will be distributed via Compass on June 22nd. Parents may choose this op-

portunity which will be a phone call and will need to book a time when Mr Mac sends 

the interview registration news. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsydneyswans.com.au%2Fnews%2F704155%2Fyoung-swans-fan-a-writer-in-the-making&data=02%7C01%7Csandringham.east.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4e89cfaf0b064a17dd2b08d80d84238a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3ce
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsydneyswans.com.au%2Fnews%2F704155%2Fyoung-swans-fan-a-writer-in-the-making&data=02%7C01%7Csandringham.east.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4e89cfaf0b064a17dd2b08d80d84238a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3ce


Due to limited access to the school grounds and buildings, restricting all non-essential vis-

itors, phone chats will be instead of traditional face-to-face Parent-Teacher Interviews or 

Three-Way Conferences, so we encourage you to make a booking for this day if you 

wish to speak with your child’s teacher. If you feel that during remote learning you had 

ample information and feedback then that’s OK also. 

We are asking Extend to provide a service from 12 through to their normal time. 

 

Feedback and Surveys  

DET have provided a further optional opportunity for schools to have a greater under-

standing of how parents, carers and students navigated home learning and the role the 

school played in supporting you and would be very appreciative if you were able to find 

the time before June 26th when the surveys close. The parent survey does assume your 

child is still in the process of home learning, but for Foundation to Level 2 parents we ask 

you to consider your experience at that time.  

The survey link was sent to you on Compass with a PIN number. 

 

A separate invitation for students in Levels 4 - 6 has also been sent to parents on Com-

pass and we ask that parents facilitate students completing this survey.  

 

The Victorian government is encouraging principals, teachers, parents, and students to 

have their say on remote and flexible learning, to gain insights into how the education 

system can be improved from this unprecedented experience. Minister for Education 

James Merlino today opened a community consultation survey ahead of a summit, to 

be held in July, to discuss lessons learnt and investigate what improvements can be 

made to the education system as a result of the remote teaching and learning period. “I 

encourage all Victorian teachers, students and their families to have their say. This is a 

real opportunity to improve our education system and learn from the remote teaching 

and learning experience,” Mr Merlino said. “This summit will bring our school sectors to-

gether to report back about the benefits and challenges of remote learning. We know 

that there have been many positives from this experience, and we have a responsibility 

to learn from them. The summit will be held in July to allow time for Victorians to contrib-

ute their experiences. While remote learning presented challenges, a significant number 

of schools reported benefits during remote learning for students who have previously 

been disengaged or distracted in the classroom, and for high-ability students who have 

been able to learn at their own pace. Some students whose learning has been affected 

by anxiety or other mental health conditions have also shown significant benefits from 

remote learning. 

To have your say, visit engage.vic.gov.au/lessons-remote-and-flexible-learning 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fengage.vic.gov.au-252Flessons-2Dremote-2Dand-2Dflexible-2Dlearning-26data-3D02-257C01-257Cbridget.vantienen-2540education.vic.gov.au-257C6


Letter to parents / carers from DET Secretary 
 

Dear parents and carers,  

Term 2 in 2020 has been like no other school term in Victoria’s history, and so I am writing to thank 

you for your support. As you know, this week Grade 3 to Year 10 students joined Prep to Grade 2, 

VCE and specialist school students in face to face learning. It is great to see our school commu-

nities come together again.  

 

In responding to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic over the past few months, the Depart-

ment of Education and Training has asked a lot of our teachers and schools, and we have also 

required your support as parents and carers.  

I want to acknowledge the extraordinary effort you have all made in working in partnership with 

your teachers and schools to support your children while they have been learning from home.  

 

When I wrote to you a few months ago as we transitioned to remote and flexible learning, I 

acknowledged that it would be a challenging time for everyone, but that it was important to 

work closely together to provide the best possible support for students.  

Many of you have since told me that there have been difficult, rewarding and challenging ex-

periences during this unique and uncertain time that we have been through together. I thank 

you for your support, commitment, patience and perseverance.  

But despite difficulties, I’ve been impressed to hear inspiring stories of education innovation. The 

innovative and creative approaches adopted during remote and flexible learning have been 

outstanding, and many schools will bring new approaches with them to on-site schooling.  

 

Many school communities have forged even stronger relationships and partnerships — with fami-

lies and teachers gaining a greater mutual appreciation of their shared contributions to school 

education. Our schools now have a range of precautionary measures to protect the health and 

safety of your children, your family, teachers and staff, and your local community.  

 

I hope these measures, along with the knowledge that the Victorian Chief Health Officer and 

Victorian Government have approached the return to on-site schooling with the utmost precau-

tion and careful planning, have helped ease any anxiety about the return to on-site schooling.  

The changes at your school are consistent with health advice, including enhanced cleaning in 

schools and frequent handwashing. Your school has also asked you to practice physical distanc-

ing during drop-off and pick-up times.  

 

Your children may be feeling anxious about returning to school. Reassure your child that it’s safe 

for them to go back to school and reinforce what they’ve been practicing at home around 

hand hygiene and coughing and sneezing. Reassure them that extensive cleaning is being car-

ried out in schools and public transport to keep them safe.  

Please remember the health advice: if you or your child is unwell, please stay at home. This is vital 

to ensuring the effective management of the pandemic.  

 

Information about how to speak to your child about coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found here.  

Visit the Department’s website for the latest information about coronavirus (COVID-19) at: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx  

Thank you once again for working with your schools to support your children while they were 

learning at home and for your patience during the staged return to on-site schooling.  

 

Yours sincerely,  
 

Jenny Atta   

Secretary - Department of Education and Training  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/talkingtoyourchildaboutcoronavirus.aspx


Communication from Parents to Teachers 

All communication to teachers must go via the school email address  

Sandringham.east.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Please do not email the teachers directly.  

 

 

Quote of the week… by Wilson McCaskill – Play Is The Way 

  

“That we learn is inevitable. Survival demands it.  

What we learn, will determine the manner in which we survive.” 

  

  

Enjoy another week of learning – all back together again at SEPS.  Our new normal we 

hope after a year of change and challenge. 

   

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

 

Laureen Walton – Principal 

 

If you or anyone you know needs help: 

Lifeline on 13 11 14 

Kids Helpline on 1800 551 800 

beyondblue on 1300 224 636 

MensLine Australia on 1300 789 978 

Suicide Call Back Service on 1300 659 467 

Headspace on 1800 650 890 

QLife on 1800 184 527 

https://www.lifeline.org.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
https://mensline.org.au/
https://www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au/
https://headspace.org.au/
https://qlife.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Sandringham-East-Primary-School-176502002406883/


Mr Marco’s Cooking Class - Beef Involtini 

Here is the link to Marco’s new video. In this video you will learn how to make Beef Involti-

ni. YUM!!    

 

https://youtu.be/ZlPVwqkMg6U 

 

 

Ingredients 

Thinly cut Beef Steak  

Spring Onions  

1/2 Onion  

2 Carrots  

2 Sticks of Celery  

1 Cup of Peas  

Some Spinach  

A Small Bunch of Enokitake Mushrooms  

1 can of Diced Tomatoes  

Parmesan Cheese to taste  

Method  

Watch the video and follow along.  

https://youtu.be/ZlPVwqkMg6U
https://youtu.be/ZlPVwqkMg6U


PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE 

Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help 

successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids.  There are plenty of positive par-

enting ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children. 

Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why 

First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it.  Michael’s popular parent-

ing columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.   

Click here to view the whole article.  

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf
file:///C:/Users/09821833/Documents/My Web Sites/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf


 
 
 

Parenting Ideas 

Attend a webinar for parents at no charge 

Our school has a membership with Parenting Ideas, one of Australia’s most trusted sources of parenting 

education and support. As part of this membership, all the parents in this school community can attend 

some fantastic webinars in 2020 at no cost. We’re pleased to let you know about an upcoming webinar. 

 

Understanding techno tantrums 

In this digital era, chances are we’ve all experienced our children throwing a techno-tantrum. Techno-tantrums are 

completely normal and often a result of the neurobiological changes that occur when kids use technology. But this 

doesn’t mean that we have to simply accept that they’re part of our modern parenting reality. In this webinar Dr Kris-

ty Goodwin helps parents and carers understand why children and teens emotionally combust when they digitally-

disconnect, and how to establish new, healthy technology habits.  

 

Key learning and discussion points include: 

The science behind why kids and teens have techno tantrums and find it challenging to switch off screens 

How to establish and enforce firm guidelines and boundaries 

How to be the pilot of the digital plane 

Researched based, realistic strategies to help develop healthy digital behaviours so that screen time 

doesn’t always end in ‘scream time’ 

 
Presented by 
Dr Kristy Goodwin 
Award-winning speaker and bestselling author 
 
Video overview 
Click this link to view the video overview: https://vimeo.com/375565375  
 
When 
Wednesday 17 June 2020 at  8:00 PM AEST 
 
Redeem your webinar now - it's easy 

Click this link:  
www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-understanding-techno-tantrums 

Click ‘Add to cart’ 

Click ‘View cart’ 

Enter the voucher code TECHNO and click ‘Apply’ 

Enter our school’s name to verify your eligibility. The $37 discount will then be applied. 

Click ‘Proceed to checkout’ 

Fill in your account details. These are the details you will use to login to your account and access your 

webinar and resources 

Click ‘Place Order’ 

 This offer is valid until 17 September 2020. If you’re unable to make the broadcast time, just register any-

way and you will get access to the recording. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fparentingideas.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5691b7fc78a5c1678ff26a6c0%26id%3D231bb3e3a4%26e%3D931c68b056&data=02%7C01%7CLaureen.Walton%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ccab5bb2aac8d4af0764
http://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-understanding-techno-tantrums


 



 


