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June 18th 2020 

 

Dear parents, students and friends, 

Communication and relationships is the most pressing focus we all have at this moment of 

the COVID timeline. Working in a caring and respectful way to achieve a common bond 

that glues us together is essential in our 2020 world. Why are relationships important in our 

life? Dalai Lama said: “We humans are social beings. We come into the world as the result 

of others’ actions. We survive here in dependence on others. Whether we like it or not, 

there is hardly a moment of our lives when we don’t benefit from others’ activities. For this 

reason it’s hardly surprising that most of our happiness arises in the context of our relation-

ships with others.” 

 

 
 

With students it has been wonderful to see all the smiles and excitement as students re-

turned to their teachers, friends and school environment which they love. Classrooms are 

calm and focused on learning with many interactions and chats with teachers and 

friends. To see our children at play so happily is verifying that their COVID ISO experience is 

put aside as they enjoy playing. 

School Purpose - Vision & Values: To build an inclusive community where our children are active 

learners, critical thinkers and creative explorers.       Think… Imagine… Become 

School Values:  

1. Care - Care for self and others as well as our physical environment and learning spaces 

2. Aspiration - Seek to accomplish something worthy and admirable, try hard, pursue excellence 

3. Respect - Treat all others with consideration and regard, respect another person’s point of view 
 

Always Our Best 



With parents it has been at a distance physically at school gates now but the interac-

tions and communications over the phone, virtual technology and by Email have been 

so much more than usual which we have appreciated and learnt from. We value that 

parents play such an important role in the life of our students and school. We also appre-

ciated the Hampers that showed how parents valued and respected the work of all SEPS 

staff over this time. 

With colleagues we have bonded as a whole educational community. The sharing and 

communication between us has been phenomenal – so many shared resources and 

creative ideas were coming to us daily. The principal’s network has grown stronger and 

we still virtually meet every Friday to share our experiences during the week. We have 

hosted a local principal and school council tour of our facilities and shared our journey 

with them. School life continues as richer and meaningful relationships grow. 

With Community our relationships have been virtual and deeply valued. Lions Club have 

worked hard to provide us with a Friendship seat which the level 4 team will launch soon. 

The school community of tradespeople have not stopped functioning to ensure that 

their work continues to benefit our school community. Consultants Adam Voigt, Wilson 

McCaskill, Tracey Ezard who work with us have been in constant touch with snippets and 

advice to hold our hands as we navigate the new normal.  

 

We are thankful for such rich relationships that make our SEPS community vibrant and 

flourishing. Between us we can achieve anything as already seen through the 2020 chal-

lenges that have been thrown upon us. 

 

Happenings 

As always there are lots of happenings at SEPS – we don’t stand still! 

 It’s great to see the Playscape being repaired at the moment so we look forward to 

access maybe next week. 

 2 Construct builders are working on defects and will seal the stadium brick wall dur-

ing the holidays. 

 The oval is greening well which will be monitored when students start using it so we 

can come up with a viable long term solution. 

 The basketball shooting half courts contract has been finalised and work will com-

mence on July 13th next term. 

 The grounds are continuing to be maintained by our two maintenance / gardening 

men. 

 The Shade sail protector posts have been installed as well as one on the centre bas-

ketball half court post. 

 

Thank you to those who remembered to return their library books which was a great ef-

fort thank you – however there are still over 120 still to be returned by the end of this 

week. That’s $2,400 worth of books somewhere in the homes of our families – please 

have a hunt! A reimbursement of $20 per book is required if you cannot locate your li-

brary book. 



June 24th Parent, Teacher, Student interviews. 

School Council have approved an adjusted school day with students dismissed at 12 

noon so that teachers can communicate about student’s progress following their term 2 

report which will be distributed via Compass on June 22nd. Parents may choose this op-

portunity which will be a phone call and will need to book a time when Mr Mac sends 

the interview registration news. 

We are asking Extend to provide a service from 12 through to their normal time. 

 

SEPS POLICY UPDATE ~ COVID-19 Return to School Policy 

  

Our COVID-19 Return to School Policy has been updated and ratified by School Council 

at our June meeting this week. Here are some of the key points: 
 

 Visitors to school grounds will be limited to those delivering or supporting essential 

school services and operations. 

 As the main risk of introducing coronavirus (COVID-19) to the school environment is 

from adults, close proximity between adult members of the school community 

should be avoided, particularly during school drop-off and pick-up. We have four 

entrance points and three exit points, and are ‘staggering’ drop-off and pick up 

times to allow for physical distancing. 

 All unwell staff and students must stay home. The most important action school 

communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19), 

is to ensure that any unwell staff, children and young people remain at home. While 

the risk of transmission of the virus is very low, staff or students most at risk of severe 

illness should individually assess appropriateness for onsite attendance at this time 

with support from their medical practitioner 

 If a student is unwell whilst at school: If a staff member is unsure whether a student is 

unwell in the first instance we will contact the parent/carer to discuss any concerns 

about the health status of the student, and we will take a precautionary approach, 

requesting the parent/carer to collect their child if concerns remain. A Principal 

class staff member may take the temperature of the student, where appropriate, to 

support decision-making. 

 Managing a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19: DET has comprehensive 

procedures in place with the Department of Health and Human Services to man-

age suspected or confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) in schools. We will 

contact the DHHS to discuss what to do next if a student or staff member: 

 is a confirmed case 

 has been in close contact with a confirmed case 

 Personal hygiene education and reminders, and additional cleaning services are in 

place. 

 

The full policy is available on our school website click here to view, or you can request a 

copy through our office. 

http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Policy_COVID%2019_June%202020.pdf


Good greetings education colleagues. 

Here’s a fabulous free downloadable social story about the challenges and experiences 

of this time of coronavirus & COVID19. 

It can be downloaded by clicking here. 

 

In early April the group of speech 

pathologists I work with was looking for a 

suitable social story about the emerging 

social experiences of this time of COVID. 

We couldn’t find one with simple, direct 

language and emphasis on what to do to 

be calm. So I wrote one – My Book About 

Coronavirus is what emerged. It’s beauti-

fully illustrated by artist KB Song. 

 

It gently shares the messages of this time we have lived through and the tensions we still 

hold. In accessible language. It’s suitable for primary school children of all language lev-

els. It’s suitable for high school children with lower-level language. It’s suitable for their 

families. It’s suitable for sharing in classrooms. It’s free and downloadable. KB Song and I 

produced it to put gentle support into the world. We’d love it if you might share it with 

your children and their teachers. With the parents of your school communities. And in 

your school newsletters. That’s what it was written for. Enormous thanks to all of you for all 

you have done. The devotion and efforts of educators has truly been seen through this 

time. Gratitude.  

 

Rosie & KB Rosalie 'Rosie' Martin  

Speech Pathologist | Criminologist | Courage Facilitator 

 

 

Feedback and Surveys  

DET have provided a further optional opportunity for schools to have a greater under-

standing of how parents, carers and students navigated home learning and the role the 

school played in supporting you and would be very appreciative if you were able to find 

the time before June 26th when the surveys close. The parent survey does assume your 

child is still in the process of home learning, but for Foundation to Level 2 parents we ask 

you to consider your experience at that time.  

The survey link was sent to you on Compass with a PIN number. 

 

A separate invitation for students in Levels 4 - 6 has also been sent to parents on Com-

pass and we ask that parents facilitate students completing this survey.  

 

 

https://rosaliemartin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/My-Book-About-Coronavirus-By-R-Martin-KB-Song.pdf


The Victorian government is encouraging principals, teachers, parents, and students to 

have their say on remote and flexible learning, to gain insights into how the education 

system can be improved from this unprecedented experience. Minister for Education 

James Merlino today opened a community consultation survey ahead of a summit, to 

be held in July, to discuss lessons learnt and investigate what improvements can be 

made to the education system as a result of the remote teaching and learning period. “I 

encourage all Victorian teachers, students and their families to have their say. This is a 

real opportunity to improve our education system and learn from the remote teaching 

and learning experience,” Mr Merlino said. “This summit will bring our school sectors to-

gether to report back about the benefits and challenges of remote learning. We know 

that there have been many positives from this experience, and we have a responsibility 

to learn from them. The summit will be held in July to allow time for Victorians to contrib-

ute their experiences. While remote learning presented challenges, a significant number 

of schools reported benefits during remote learning for students who have previously 

been disengaged or distracted in the classroom, and for high-ability students who have 

been able to learn at their own pace. Some students whose learning has been affected 

by anxiety or other mental health conditions have also shown significant benefits from 

remote learning. 

To have your say, visit engage.vic.gov.au/lessons-remote-and-flexible-learning 
 

Survey Link for Students (Levels 4 to 6) 

https://www.orima.com.au/lfh/students 

School Name: Sandringham East Primary School 

School PIN: 8020 
 

Survey Link for Parents 

Survey link: https://www.orima.com.au/lfh/parents 

School Name: Sandringham East Primary School 

School PIN: 958601 

 

Quote of the week… by Wilson McCaskill – Play Is The Way 

  

“If you take responsibility for yourself you will develop a hunger to accomplish your 

dreams.” Les Brown 

   

Enjoy another week of learning – all back together again at SEPS.  Our new normal we 

hope after a year of change and challenge. 

   

Kind Regards, 

 

 

Laureen Walton – Principal 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fengage.vic.gov.au-252Flessons-2Dremote-2Dand-2Dflexible-2Dlearning-26data-3D02-257C01-257Cbridget.vantienen-2540education.vic.gov.au-257C6
https://www.orima.com.au/lfh/students
https://www.orima.com.au/lfh/parents


Mr Marco’s Cooking Class - Fettuccine boscaiola with Stuffed Mushrooms 

Here is the link to Marco’s new video. YUM!! This looks delicious.    

 

https://youtu.be/L2RizzTK2mw 

 
 

 

Ingredients 

Mushrooms (Oyster / Portobello / Enokitake)  

2 Eggs  

1 Onion  

Grated Parmesan Cheese  

Cream Bread Crumbs  

Fresh Parsley  

Fettuccine pasta  

Ham slices (optional)  

 

Method  

Watch the video and follow along.  

https://youtu.be/L2RizzTK2mw
https://youtu.be/L2RizzTK2mw
https://youtu.be/L2RizzTK2mw


Level Happenings  

 

Foundation 

This week in Foundation we have been revising all the concepts we have learnt this term. 

We have practised writing the letters of the alphabet and writing the Golden and Blue 

words. We have also tried to write these words in our weekend recount. We have been 

practising listening to the first sound in words and making connections between the 

sounds and the letter name. We have listened to many stories about animals and have 

been telling each other stories too. In Maths we have learnt to tell the time and have 

played lots of card games to practise sequencing numbers. We did a Science rotation 

where we visited each other’s room and learnt about different animal habitats. 

All of this term’s learning it still on Compass and we encourage you to keep accessing 

the writing videos to practise at home. 

Thank you for all your support at home. 

 

Level 1/2 

Week 10 has been yet another wonderful and busy week for 

us! We have been working hard during class time this week (as 

well as completing a couple of assessments – well done Level 

1 and 2!) and having a lot of fun out in the yard with all of our 

friends.  

Patrick, Maxim and Leo are very proud of their team work and 

focus during an Investigations session this week. They created 

a maze which had a “magnetic force” and if you were 

pushed into it you would have to find your way to the food dis-

penser. The boys had a warning though! Be careful of the 

bowling balls that fly at you when you try and get some food! 

 

Level 1 have a very exciting 

“WOW work” space in the JLC. This is a wall where stu-

dent work is celebrated! Each week, teachers will be dis-

playing a piece of WOW work from their class. The stu-

dents are very excited to check out the wonderful work 

that will be going up and see their own work and that of 

their peers being celebrated.  

 

Tommy has been welcomed back to SEPS by Grade 2 students who 

have been busy during Investigations creating paper friends for him 

as well as his very own cubby house.  

 

 
 

 



Level 3/4 

What a fabulous two weeks we’ve all had back at school! 

We have enjoyed sharing our experiences during remote 

learning and our home learning journals.  

 

The students loved making cookies with Miss Maskell last 

week for the special people who helped us during remote 

learning. A big thank you to all of these amazing people 

from mums, dads, grandparents, aunties, uncles, careers, 

friends and family members. We are so incredibly grateful for 

all your hard work! We hope you all enjoyed the letters, 

cards and cookies. Thanks to Miss Maskell and Mrs Leal for all 

your help making the cookies and preparing them for the 

students to decorate. 

Back at school we’ve been continuing to research 

for our history ERPs. It has been great to see the stu-

dents creating their open questions, researching 

their topic and recording their findings.  

 

 
 

Level 5/6 

On Tuesday the 9th of June, we warmly wel-

comed back our fantastic 5/6 cohort. It was fan-

tastic to see their faces beaming with excite-

ment, when they walked back through the SEPS 

gates. Our Level 6's were especially excited to 

see their little buddies in Foundation!  

 

The focus of our first few days was on 'gratitude', 

which included reflecting on all the things that 

isolation made us grateful for. Since then, our 

5/6's have been working diligently on their Sci-

ence and Geography ERP's, investigating a 

range of topics of their choice. On Friday, we all 

headed down to Holloway and played a range 

of games, in preparation for the upcoming ath-

letics carnival.  

 

All of the 5/6 teachers are incredibly proud of 

the seamless transition the 5/6's have made to 

and from remote learning. We can't wait to post 

more exciting updates soon! 



SEPS Extra Curricular Activities (Recess and Lunchtimes) 

Wow! We have lots of exciting things happening in Sandy East Extra Curricular Activities 

(SEECA) at recess and lunchtimes.  

We have the STADIUM open at recess and lunch for the following levels: 

Monday- Level 5/6 

Tuesday- Level 3 

Wednesday- Level 4 

Thursday Level 5/6 

Friday- recess Level 3, lunch Level 4 

 

Play Shed will also be running in term 3. 

 

Here is the timetable with all the fun things students can do, kindly organised by our won-

derful SEPS teachers.  

 

 

The final day of Term 2 is Friday 26th June. 

 

Our early finish for students on the day will be as follows: 

 

Surnames beginning A - L  at 2.15pm 

Surnames beginning M - Z  at 2.25pm 

Students going home independently at 2.30pm 



PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE 

Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help 

successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids.  There are plenty of positive par-

enting ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children. 

Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why 

First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it.  Michael’s popular parent-

ing columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.   

Click here to view the whole article.  

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf
file:///C:/Users/09821833/Documents/My Web Sites/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf


 



 

http://www.extend.com.au/


 



COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES:  The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School 

do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser.  They accept no responsibility for accuracy of in-

formation contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 


