School Purpose - Vision & Values: To build an inclusive community where our children are active
learners, critical thinkers and creative explorers.
Think… Imagine… Become
School Values:
1. Care - Care for self and others as well as our physical environment and learning spaces
2. Aspiration - Seek to accomplish something worthy and admirable, try hard, pursue excellence
3. Respect - Treat all others with consideration and regard, respect another person’s point of view
Always Our Best

June 4th 2020
Dear parents, students and friends,
I can’t believe that winter is here already. I hope that your children are prepared with
their rain protection – so many I saw on the rainy day this week in their short sleeves – they
don’t seem to feel the cold but we did encourage them to put on their outer clothing. The
pick up on rainy days will continue in the three buildings with Holloway road gate students
in the old 5/6 classroom (next door to the LOTE building), Miller Street gate students in the
centre of the JLC, and Bay Road entrance students in the Extend building. Otherwise students will meet parents at the respective gates. They will wait for parents there and we ask
that parents continue to apply social distancing during these pickups which we have
modified to enable our students to be safe and not waiting in the elements.
Return to school for Levels 3-6
Our Return to School Plan is to inform parents of the next stage of our transition back to on
-site learning, with Level 3-6 students commencing back at SEPS on Tuesday 9th June. Our
extensive Return to School Plan published to Compass on Wednesday 20th May outlines
our protocols in more detail, so please refer to that for specifics. The latest edition yesterday re-caps key information and introduces some changes as a result of Level 3-6 students returning.
What to bring to school
Level 3-6 students must bring the following items when returning to school on June 9th.
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Drink bottle and snack / lunch as always.



Learning work completed during remote learning for teachers to peruse.



Library books must be returned with no more borrowing for the moment from the
school library.



Handwashing and sanitising knowledge of procedures.



Patience and tolerance as our Oval and Playscape is currently out of bounds.

Staff will look at establishing lunch clubs to cater for student activities as well as activities
rostered in the stadium for levels – especially important for wet weather days.
Important from the library
I’m hoping we can return to Library classes very soon. At present the guidelines still suggest quarantining returned library books for approximately 4-5 days before returning
them to shelves. We currently have 550 books on loan to students. Please ensure that
your children return their library books next week. As soon as this process is complete,
and Mrs Singleton has returned all stock to the shelves, we can have a clean slate for

borrowing when library resumes. During this time of isolation Mrs Singleton has been busy
and there are lovely new titles to borrow but we need all others back first.
Overdue lists will be distributed again next week – please help and return ALL library
books now and save a lot of admin work. Thank you so much in anticipation from Mrs
Singleton!

Staggered arrivals & dismissals
We have given consideration to our local circumstances, school layout and street fron
age and have devised the below plan for a staggered drop-off and pick-up, which has

the benefit for siblings arriving and departing together. The below times begin from Tue
day 9th June.


8:50am drop-off, 3:10pm pick-up – Students with surname starting from A-L



9:10am drop-off, 3:20pm* pickup – Students with surname starting from M-Z

*Note the change of dismissal time to 3:20pm for M-Z students being picked up from the
gates.

The school grounds are out of bounds prior to 8:50am,
except for those students enrolled in Extend.
Parents of children with surnames A-L are pleased asked to depart promptly after dropping off and picking up their children to ensure car spaces are made available for the M
-Z families. PLEASE KEEP TO THE LEFT in the laneways to ensure adequate physical distancing occurs between families.



Independent travellers
Students who travel independently to and from school, such as walking or riding to
school alone or with a friend or sibling, will depart at 3:30pm regardless of their surname. This also includes students who are meeting parents on the surrounding
streets or away from line-of-sight to the school gates. This is to ensure we can unhold
duty of care by supervising students that are being collected by parents/carers,
and that the footpaths can be clear before the independent students depart on
their bikes and scooters.



There will be no access to school grounds or buildings by parents or families ( unless
inclement weather as detailed above)
Staff members will be rostered on duty to supervise the gates to greet and dismiss
students. Goodbyes with parents must occur prior to approaching the entrances as
parents will not be able to enter the school grounds. Please prepare your child for
this morning procedure. Gates will be locked by 9:15am sharp so late comers or
parents wanting to drop off or pick up students other than the above times, which is
not preferable, must report to the front office and social distance.



Entrances/exits: Miller St laneway, Holloway Rd driveway, Bay Rd laneway
Parents must discuss with their children which gate they will be using, so that they
know which gate they will be dismissed through. Stop ‘n’ Go (morning drop-off only)
as always will operate with students entering through the library and straight to
classrooms – HOWEVER children please open their car door themselves from the inside and alight as quickly as possible so staff do not touch door handles of cars. Parents will need to please train their children to exit their car and practise this. If using
the Stop ‘n’ Go however families MUST inform students which gate they will be met
at after dismissal.

School Facilities and grounds happenings

Thank you to Mrs Cullen who has been into school at the weekend planting the



back corner near the roofed sandpit – we need to give these trees some child free
time in order for them to survive
please?
The Playscape netting solution will



be achieved by the designers to a
more substantial childproof bridge
which will replace the netting with
steel, commencing work next
week.
The Shade Sails are up with post
protectors coming soon as well.



The school oval has been rejuvenated and is beginning to green up as can be seen
by the photo below. We hope by Term 3 that it will be ready for students to access.

Fireside chats
It is a privilege to have the time to enjoy catching up with staff to reflect on the past
weeks and touch base about how they are travelling. We have been interested to hear
their reflections in our daily news as well, everyone with a different perspective depending on their circumstances. They have reflected on what we have learnt and the communication and relationships with families has topped the list – we need to continue
building on this as students return to school. We hope that parents feel this way as well.

Surveys
We thank you for the valuable feedback we received through our survey monkey on
your home learning experience.

The DET have now provided a further opportunity for schools to have a greater understanding of how parents, carers and students navigated home learning and the role the
school played in supporting you.
As students begin to return to school we do value any information that will enhance our
reflections and processes, so would be very appreciative if you were able to find the
time before June 26th when the surveys close.
The parent survey does assume your child is still in the process of home learning, but for
Foundation to Level 2 parents we ask you to consider your experience at that time. The
survey link was sent to you on Compass with a PIN number.
A separate invitation for students in Levels 4 - 6 has also been sent to parents on Compass and we ask that parents facilitate students completing this survey this week while
they are at home.
Please take the time to complete these for DET so that we have a balanced viewpoint
of what worked and what didn’t work so well. We can all learn from our remote learning
experiences during the pandemic, thank you.

June 24th - Parent Teacher Phone Interviews
School Council have approved an adjusted school day with students dismissed at 12
noon so that teachers can communicate about student’s progress following their term 2
report which will be distributed via Compass on June 22nd. Parents may choose this opportunity which will be a phone call and will need to book a time when Mr Mac sends
the interview registration notice.
Due to limited access to the school grounds and buildings, restricting all non-essential visitors, phone chats will replace traditional face-to-face Parent-Teacher Interviews or Three
-Way Conferences, so we encourage you to make a booking for this day if you wish to
speak with your child’s teacher.

We are asking Extend to provide a service from 12 through to their normal time.
2020 F - 4 Swimming Program
Please note this program has been cancelled for the remainder of the school year.

Quote of the week… by Wilson McCaskill – Play Is The Way
“Encourage students to understand that when they do something, they get
somewhere and when they do nothing they get nowhere.
Something, somewhere, someone can help.
Nothing, nowhere, no one can help.”

Enjoy another week of learning – we’ll all be back together again on June 9th.
Kind Regards,

Laureen Walton – Principal
If you or anyone you know needs help:
Lifeline on 13 11 14
Kids Helpline on 1800 551 800
beyondblue on 1300 224 636
MensLine Australia on 1300 789 978
Suicide Call Back Service on 1300 659 467
Headspace on 1800 650 890
QLife on 1800 184 527

Mr Marco’s Cooking & Garden
Here is the link to Marco’s new video. In this video you will learn how to make Tagliatelle
Pasta with Pesto. YUM!! https://youtu.be/-Dbre-ktado

Foundation 2021 - Virtual Story Time Session https://youtu.be/uIK_UrhGKjY
Rainbow Fish and the Sea Monster's Cave by Marcus Pfister
This is our second virtual Story Time video for prospective Foundation students in 2021. We
hope you enjoy the story and the fun activity at the end. Our next Story Time session will
be on site at the school on Friday 31st July at 2:00pm. This session is for enrolled 2021 students only. Bookings can be made via www.trybooking.com/BIGWW School Tours are
also available via www.trybooking.com/603986

Click here to view the whole article.

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help
successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children.

Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why
First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.

Parenting Ideas
Attend a webinar for parents at no charge
Our school has a membership with Parenting Ideas, one of Australia’s most trusted sources of parenting
education and support. As part of this membership, all the parents in this school community can attend
some fantastic webinars in 2020 at no cost. We’re pleased to let you know about an upcoming webinar.

Understanding techno tantrums
In this digital era, chances are we’ve all experienced our children throwing a techno-tantrum. Techno-tantrums are
completely normal and often a result of the neurobiological changes that occur when kids use technology. But this
doesn’t mean that we have to simply accept that they’re part of our modern parenting reality. In this webinar Dr Kristy Goodwin helps parents and carers understand why children and teens emotionally combust when they digitallydisconnect, and how to establish new, healthy technology habits.
Key learning and discussion points include:
The science behind why kids and teens have techno tantrums and find it challenging to switch off screens
How to establish and enforce firm guidelines and boundaries
How to be the pilot of the digital plane
Researched based, realistic strategies to help develop healthy digital behaviours so that screen time
doesn’t always end in ‘scream time’
Presented by
Dr Kristy Goodwin
Award-winning speaker and bestselling author
Video overview
Click this link to view the video overview: https://vimeo.com/375565375
When
Wednesday 17 June 2020 at 8:00 PM AEST
Redeem your webinar now - it's easy
Click this link:
www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-understanding-techno-tantrums
Click ‘Add to cart’
Click ‘View cart’
Enter the voucher code TECHNO and click ‘Apply’
Enter our school’s name to verify your eligibility. The $37 discount will then be applied.
Click ‘Proceed to checkout’
Fill in your account details. These are the details you will use to login to your account and access your
webinar and resources
Click ‘Place Order’
This offer is valid until 17 September 2020. If you’re unable to make the broadcast time, just register anyway and you will get access to the recording.

