School Purpose - Vision & Values: To build an inclusive community where our children are active
learners, critical thinkers and creative explorers.
Think… Imagine… Become
School Values:
1. Care - Care for self and others as well as our physical environment and learning spaces
2. Aspiration - Seek to accomplish something worthy and admirable, try hard, pursue excellence
3. Respect - Treat all others with consideration and regard, respect another person’s point of view
Always Our Best

March 12th 2020

Upcoming Events & Activities

 16 Mar - SEPS Colour Run—NEW DATE

Newsflash!! - Due to the weather forecast Colour Run
will now be held on Monday 16 March.

 17 Mar - GRIP Student Leadership Conference

 19 Mar - Student Wellbeing Workshop
Levels 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 3B, 3C

Dear Parents, students and friends,
The Corona virus has certainly turned the world upside down. Many of us will have stories of how it has
affected our loved ones. Personally my son, his wife
and 6 month old grandson have been holed up in
their Shanghai apartment self-isolating since Feb 1st
and working from home as directed by Ford. It’s
tough but better to be sure than sorry! We can’t wait
until this is over and we can get on the plane to see
them.
Health & Wellbeing at SEPS
This is not to cause alarm, but rather to inform and
ensure we are remaining vigilant. As you are aware
we have reluctantly postponed the Japan Tour for
students and staff which was due to leave today
March 12th.
The existing advice regarding Coronvirus (COVID-19)
remains that parents/guardians/carers of students
should ensure that any student is isolated at home
and should not attend school for 14 days based on
the following:

1



Following exposure to any confirmed novel
coronavirus case; or



After leaving or travelling through China, South

 24 Mar - Funky Hair Day - Gold Coin Donation / Special Lunch Click here to order

 25 Mar - Foundation Science Incursion
 25 Mar - Parent Information Night + Movie
night for the kids - 7pm RSVP Here

 26 Mar - Student Wellbeing Workshop
Levels 1C, 1D, 3A, 4A, 4B, 4C

 Easter Lucky Draw
HUNGER BUSTER

 13 Mar - 4C - In the Canteen
 20 Mar - 5/6B - In the Canteen
WORKING BEE
3 May - 5/6 Families - 9 - 11am
SCHOOL COUNCIL

 16 Mar - PFA
 17 Mar - Committees

Below is a list of symptoms that are associated with the virus to look out for should a
member of your family become unwell. Many people who contract COVID–19 will suffer
only mild symptoms. We do not wish to raise anxiety levels for anyone in our community
but caution when children are unwell and displaying the symptoms below is paramount.
Please keep children at home if they are feeling unwell.
However early indications are that the elderly and people with pre-existing medical conditions are more at risk of experiencing severe symptoms.
The most common symptoms reported include:
● Fever
● Breathing difficulties such as breathlessness
● Cough
● Sore throat or Runny nose

● Fatigue or tiredness.
Below are the recommendations for reducing risk of COVID-19:
● Wash hands often with soap and running water, for at least 20 seconds. Dry with
paper towel or hand dryer
● Try not to touch your eyes, nose or mouth
● Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. If you don’t
have a tissue cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve or elbow
● Isolate yourself at home if you feel sick. If you take medication ensure you have
adequate supplies

● Phone your GP first if you need medical attention. They will tell you what to do.
● Continue healthy habits: exercise, drink water, get plenty of sleep
● Don't wear a face mask if you are well
● Buy an alcohol-based hand sanitiser with over 60 per cent alcohol
● Get the flu shot (available April)
● Shaking hands is optional!
It is important to also recognise that as we enter the cooler months, it is reasonable to expect an increase in flu-like symptoms. The above list of recommendations are also relevant for influenza. School can be a place where germs can be spread and if your child
is unwell please keep them home for the benefit of their health and the health of our
teachers and students.
EVERY level at SEPS has access to hand sanitisers which we have installed all the time as
a permanent fixture. I encourage students to be sure to use these as well as proper hand
washing.
We have also seen an increase in chicken pox in our local community which is affecting
students that have previously been immunised. Whilst these have mostly been reported
as mild cases you should still follow guidelines which can be found on the Victorian Government website of Better Health Channel – www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au

And further, we would like to bring your awareness to children and adults (which extends
to their families) who live within our community that may be undergoing treatments such
as chemotherapy, take immune suppressant medication and a wide range of other
medical conditions which can greatly compromise their immune systems. These children
and adults( and pregnant women) are at high risk of contracting infections which are
not limited to Covid-19 or influenza but also other common infections such as Chicken
Pox which can have a severe detrimental effect on their treatment to sustain their lives.
We ask that you remain mindful of the community in its entirety.
Our staff continue to regularly discuss good hygiene practices within their home groups
ensuring students are aware of the best ways to reduce the risk of contracting or spreading any germs.
It is very important that you make contact with your family doctor if you have concerns
about the health of a member of your family and also notify the school.
The school is monitoring government advice from:
Department of Education and Training
Department of Health and Human Services : https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
Smart Traveller
We also recommend the Victorian Government website for general medical guidelines:
Better Health Channel
Premier Dan Andrews has indicated that schools may POSSIBLY need to close and if so
we will provide learning activities for students to complete at home. We will articulate
our SEPS approach in depth when and if this occurs.
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school office or
the Departments listed above. I would like to thank you for your anticipated support and
understanding from our school community in responding to adversity. It’s something our
Sandringham Community knows well after the fire on Feb 1st and also after the summer
Bushfires. I am confident that we can continue to work through and maintain a positive
perspective and look forward to the day when we can say “crisis over”.

Colour Run POSTPONED to Monday 16th of March
We are all getting excited about the Colour Run - to err on the side of caution with the
forecasted weather we have decided to postpone the run until Monday afternoon.
There is a course first up before the colour for those who do not want colour so that all
students can be involved and register for sponsors. Please help our Fundraising parent
Angie Derrick by registering your sponsorship online so that the event is more streamlined
as she has organised this event single handed.
Please register online and finalise your donations by Friday. All sponsorship forms with donations need to be brought into school on Friday 20 March and handed to their class
teacher.
Fundraising projects which the Colour Run will benefit.

School Council are currently working to complete the front yard upgrade with sustainable tanks and watering for our new turf. Basketball shooting courts are planned and will
go to tender soon. The oval will be the final project, but not for some time, as School
Council is currently collating and reviewing feedback. Thank you for your interest and
opinions about the oval which are all valued.
Reminders for Monday include:


Bring sponsorship forms on Monday



No laptops at school on colour run day to ensure that they are protected and safe
at home



Students and teachers wear old clothes – old white T shirt if possible but not mandatory



Any one in school uniform will not be allowed to participate



Students will collect their bags from outside classrooms to go home at 3.30pm

Relocation of Sandringham Primary School
The VSBA ( Victorian School Building Authority) has started setting up the site on the
Bluff Road Campus ready to accept the relocatable buildings which will become Sandy
Primary from term 2. Meanwhile our students are enjoying being together as can be
seen by the pictures below.

The Junior students have had fun watching the hatching of our chickens – something to
learn about together.

School Council Annual General Meeting 7pm March 24th when all school community is
welcome to hear about our 2019 school year achievements. Please show your interest
and come along to the staffroom.
SEPS Parent Information sessions – YES we will arrange a babysitting movie night for
school aged students.
These speakers are inspirational and integral to our school programs. Please register via
the link below so that you can attend each of the sessions. I promise you won’t be disappointed.
Please RSVP via the link below.
Restorative Practice/ Relationship Building with Adam Voigt March 25 th 7pm
Click here to RSVP.
Video Invitation for Parents - https://youtu.be/_HlkRaIvNew

Play is the way with Wilson McGaskill RE booked for 6.30-8pm on Thursday July 16th.
Booking information to follow.

PFA – Parents & Friends Association
Just a reminder that the PFA AGM is this coming Monday 16th. ALL office bearers positions will be up for election. It will be held in the library following morning assembly. Please remember to bring your $1 PFA membership fee.

Hunger Busters outside the Canteen after school. Snacks for 50 cents
Always check dates in the newsletter and school calendar. Hunger Busters are an afternoon snack for families. They are organised by Class Parents and held by each class
throughout the year on a Friday after school in the canteen area. School Council has approved that the Funds raised are used for our sister schools in Philippines.

Click here to view and download the 2020 calendar for Term 1
Quote of the week supports our Play Is the Way Program at SEPS:
“Every classroom must offer children practice in creating the world in which they want to
live.”
Wilson McCaskill
We are continuing to enjoy a safe and nurturing environment for all our Sandringham students and staff at SEPS and SPS – what a supportive and caring school community!

Kind Regards,

Laureen Walton
Principal

What’s Been Happening at Sandy East This Week?
Level 1 & 2
This week, the Level 1 and 2 students are buzzing with excitement for the upcoming Colour Run! What better way to start the week than with coloured powder covering you
from top to bottom? If you haven’t already, please ensure you provide permission via
COMPASS, for your child to participate, and send them to school on Monday in an old
white shirt.
In Reading, the Level 1 and 2 students have been retelling narratives, focusing on what
happens in each section of a story, the beginning, middle and end. This comprehension
strategy is a great one to use at home, when students are reading to their family and
friends. During Writing, students are spending time looking at each element required to
write an interesting narrative. The Level 1 and 2 students particularly enjoy coming up
with the problem, and then finding a solution.
In Science, the Level 1 and 2 students are developing a greater understanding of
‘growth and change’, as they analyse our chicks each day. The students have enjoyed
discussing the differences between the unhatched eggs, how the chicks looked when
they first hatched, and how they look now. Such a vast difference in just one week.

Level 3 & 4
This week in level 3 and 4 we are using our research and information we gathered last
week to start to think about the things someone would need if they lived in Antarctica or
the desert. They will be analysing and evaluating their choices of which materials, clothing and accessories they have selected. Students will then be assessed on their scientific
understanding, skills, visual presentation and organisation skills. We are looking forward to
sharing these with the class at the end of the week.
On Monday we have the Colour Run. Students are reminded to ensure they wear their
white t-shirt or old clothes to school and remember not to bring their laptops to school on
this day. If you haven’t already done so, please don’t forget to collect your sponsor
money to ensure we can raise as much as possible. We look forward to a fun afternoon
full of colour on Monday!

Level 5/6
Welcome students and parents to Week 7. We are over the half-way mark for Term 1,
and fast approaching the delivery of our Rich Assessment Task. The space has been
buzzing with ideas and campaigns on how to make authentic changes to our community based on our knowledge of civics and citizenship. You might have even had children
come home and question you on what makes you proud to be an Australian Citizen.
Our student’s passion for Australian politics have been inspired by our recent educational tour of our national capital, where students were given the opportunity to participate
in a variety of educational programs with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage
and democracy.
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being
able to visit the national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist
families in meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian Government is contributing
funding of $30 per student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program
towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon completion of the excursion.
Amongst our mini politicians campaigning, we
have had St Johns visit our school and teach our
5/6’s about our Dr. ABCD’s. It was such an empowering experience for our 5/6’s to be equipped with
the skills to save someone’s life. The experience
might have even sparked some student’s passion
to be a paramedic!

Last Friday, while the students were enjoying the
start of their long, long weekend, the SEPS teachers visited Beaumaris North for a Math’s PD with
Michael Minas. The 5/6 team have been inspired
by his knowledge on teaching problem solving,
and have excitedly introduced some problem
solving concepts into our learning with great
feedback from the students, who are enjoying
the chance to challenge each other in maths.

Kind Regards,
Miss Hallowell and the 5/6 Team.

Sport News
Please see below the interschool sports draw.

Last Wednesday, 28 of SEPS strongest swimmers competed against neighbouring schools
at the Seaside District Swimming Carnival at MSAC. Amongst some strong competition,
our students showed great resilience and sportsmanship. Congratulations to all students
on doing so well.
An additional congratulations to place getters: Tara R. – 2nd in 9/10yo backstroke, Cain
J. – 3rd 10yo freestyle and 9/10yo boys 4x50m relay.
Well done all!

Dave Richardson
Physical Education Specialist

Sustainability News
On Thursday the 19th of March, Sandringham East and Sandringham level 6 school leaders will host our first sustainability event of the year:
Nature Day
Students can come dressed in casual clothes for a gold coin donation. Money raised will
be donated to help wildlife effected by the bush fires.
From 2pm to 3pm L6 students will participate in sustainability activities.
Please support this worthwhile cause.

Art News
SEECA-Look what’s happening at lunchtimes in Mr Marco’s garden! Gardening Club is
on every Thursday and all are welcome to join in as part of SEECA- Sandy East extra curricular activities! Thanks Mr Klavac and Ms Cullen for your time and enthusiasm for our
environment

Student accident insurance, ambulance cover arrangements and private property
brought to school.
Schools are reminded that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance
cover for students. Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance/
ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including
the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other transport costs.
In some circumstances, medical or other expenses will be paid by the Department where it is assessed
that it is likely, that the Department is liable for negligent (careless) acts or omissions of its staff or volunteers. More information about the claims process is available below.
Schools can access a whole-of-school policy through the Victorian Managed Insurance Authority (VMIA)
should their School Councils decide to purchase such coverage on behalf of all students.
Whilst not compulsory, the Department does recommend schools take steps to ascertain the views of
school communities on whether or not to purchase a whole-of-school student accident policy or ambulance cover.
Where there is no whole-of-school policy in place, it is the responsibility of parents or guardians to look into
their preferred options in this regard. The Department cannot provide advice to parents or guardians on
the purchase of individual student accident policy or ambulance cover.
Private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and the Department does not
accept any responsibility for any loss or damage.
This can include mobile phones, calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises. As the Department does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools and has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property, students and staff should be discouraged from
bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school.

Actions Required
If there is whole-of-school student accident insurance or ambulance cover in place, principals should remind parents or guardians about existence of such a policy.
If there is no whole-of-school policy, principals should remind parents or guardians that:


parents or guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance, are responsible for
paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other transport costs; and



parents or guardians can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers.

Principals should remind parents or guardians and staff that the Department does not hold insurance for
personal property brought to schools and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property.
Consulting and purchasing a whole-of-school policy
It is not compulsory for schools to purchase whole-of-school policies. It is recommended that the views of
school communities be sought on whether to purchase a whole-of-school student accident policy/
ambulance cover from VMIA, taking into account the lower cost per head of student for whole-of-school
policies compared to individual policies, and whether premium for such a policy should be paid from general funds or obtained through special levies from parents/guardians.

Further information
For more information about the claims process, please see: Negligence Claims Process

Click here to view the full article

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help
successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why
First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.

Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website.

Trybooking.com/BIXLK

COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES: The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School
do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

