School Purpose - Vision & Values: To build an inclusive community where our children are active
learners, critical thinkers and creative explorers.
Think… Imagine… Become
School Values:
1. Care - Care for self and others as well as our physical environment and learning spaces
2. Aspiration - Seek to accomplish something worthy and admirable, try hard, pursue excellence
3. Respect - Treat all others with consideration and regard, respect another person’s point of view
Always Our Best
March 19th 2020
Dear Parents, students and friends,
It is important to remember that all the teaching and
learning in classrooms is continuing with students at the
heart of everything we do. There may be events cancelled but teachers will continue to creatively plan interesting and creative learning. Planning week this week has
seen all teaching teams working together focussing on
their programs for next term. Keeping everything ticking
along as usual is so important for our students and community.
As you are aware the coronavirus situation is changing
rapidly. We continue to monitor the situation and act on
the advice and direction from the Department of Health
and Human Services and the Department of Education in
our endeavour to make responsible decisions in the best
interest of our school community, and to support the
broader efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19.
In line with Government health advice and our own precautionary measures, please be advised that the following events at SEPS affecting students and parents have
been either postponed, cancelled or changed:

1



Monday assemblies will be over the PA until further
notice



School Council committee meetings this week have
been cancelled



Hungers Busters from this week and until further notice are cancelled

Upcoming Events & Activities

 24 Mar - Funky Hair Day - Gold Coin Donation / No Special Lunch

 25 Mar - Foundation Science Incursion
 26 Mar - Student Wellbeing Workshop
Levels 1C, 1D, 3A, 4A, 4B, 4C

 Easter Lucky Draw will continue on March
27th
HUNGER BUSTERS - Postponed
WORKING BEE
3 May - 5/6 Families - 9 - 11am
SCHOOL COUNCIL - Electronic communication and approval of Annual Report.



School Council Meeting Postponed



School Council Annual General Meeting March 24th cancelled but the Annual Report will
be sent electronically for approval



Nature Day on March 19th postponed



We were hoping to have a drone photo with both SEPS and SPS this has been postponed to
a later date.



Junior School Council Funky Hair Day will go ahead on March 24th but there will be no special lunch offered. Please still bring a gold coin donation.



Parent Information evening with Adam Voigt March 25th is postponed



Fridays for Interschool sport all cancelled



The Easter lucky ticket will continue with all students eligible to put in lucky tickets. Please try
and send eggs that are pre-packaged. For those that are loose Laureen will personally
commit to wiping them with antiseptic wipes.



Final assembly March 27th via PA – students dismissed from classrooms at 2.30pm



Extend Holiday Program has been cancelled due to lack of numbers.



Curriculum Day April 24th will be postponed until a date later in the year.



All local camps (Arrabri, Woorabinda, Ballarat, Ski Camp) are postponed according to DET
guidelines. So far we have rescheduled Arrabri to Dec 2nd to 4th 2020.

For staff the following have been cancelled:


Whole SEPS Staff Meetings



Victorian Sports Awards March 20th



Professional Learning for Numeracy and Literacy



Cluster Meetings postponed



March 19th Victorian Principal Association meeting



Staff work with Adam Voigt March 25th postponed

We will continue to remind students to take sensible precautions including regular hand washing
and we have a protocol in place to ensure that soap dispensers are being refilled after recess.
For the younger students this has also meant educating them through fun activities about how
germs spread and how to wash hands properly and cough and sneeze into your elbow. Hand
sanitiser is available as always to all year levels. A power point presentation was delivered to all
classes by teachers this week with discussions for actions and health care. Keeping students
calm is of course the focus for us.
We will also be maximising outdoor learning opportunities and reminding students to minimise
touching of the face and other students.
Compass information will keep you up to date with DET and Department of Health and Human
Services, it is now more important than ever to have push notifications from Compass set on your
smart phone.

Below is a list of symptoms that are associated with the virus to look out for should a
member of your family become unwell. Many people who contract COVID–19 will suffer
only mild symptoms. We do not wish to raise anxiety levels for anyone in our community
but caution when children are unwell and displaying the symptoms below is paramount.
Please keep children at home if they are feeling unwell.
However early indications are that the elderly and people with pre-existing medical conditions are more at risk of experiencing severe symptoms.
The most common symptoms reported include:
● Fever
● Breathing difficulties such as breathlessness
● Cough
● Sore throat or Runny nose

● Fatigue or tiredness.
Below are the recommendations for reducing risk of COVID-19:
● Wash hands often with soap and running water, for at least 20 seconds. Dry with
paper towel or hand dryer
● Try not to touch your eyes, nose or mouth
● Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. If you don’t
have a tissue cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve or elbow
● Isolate yourself at home if you feel sick. If you take medication ensure you have
adequate supplies

● Phone your GP first if you need medical attention. They will tell you what to do.
● Continue healthy habits: exercise, drink water, get plenty of sleep
● Don't wear a face mask if you are well
● Buy an alcohol-based hand sanitiser with over 60 per cent alcohol
● Get the flu shot (available April)
● Shaking hands is optional!
Guidelines can be found on the Victorian Government website of Better Health Channel –
www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au
Coronavirus has been filling our newsfeeds and media broadcasts, but it’s important to also focus on all of the great things that continue to happen all around us, including here at school.
Colour Run –
Our first ever SEPS Colour Run took place on Monday. All of the children had an amazingly fun,
colourful time. The enormous smiles were a delightful sight. All students ran through an obstacle
course around the oval, cheered on by the rest of the school and a number of spectators who
came to watch the fun. The course for the older students included venturing out to the neighbouring streets. The highlight for many students was the explosion of colour in the middle of the
course in which teachers doused the children in colour (don’t worry, it was coloured non-toxic
corn starch). We heard many stories from children on Tuesday about the colourful baths and
showers they took afterwards to get cleaned up! Thankyou to Angie Derrick and her team of
helpers, and also to Mr Richardson, for making the event possible.

Please finalise your donations whether it be via the online profile page which you set up, or the
hardcopy sponsorship forms. All sponsorship forms with donations need to be brought into school
and handed to their class teacher.
Fundraising projects which the Colour Run will benefit:
School Council are currently working to complete the front yard upgrade with sustainable tanks
and watering for our new turf. Basketball shooting courts are planned and will go to tender soon.
The oval will be the final project, but not for some time, as School Council is currently collating
and reviewing feedback. Thank you for your interest and opinions about the oval which are all
valued.
Chickens
If you have a child in Levels 1 or 2 you will remember that
many eggs arrived a few weeks ago which hatched shortly
after in the classrooms. The chickens are now over two weeks
old! Some were rehomed, including moving in with some SEPS
families, however we still have some at school. They are still a
bit shy, but if you look carefully into the ‘indoors’ area of the
coop you might spot them pecking around and hear their
high-pitched cheeping. Did you know that they will be laying eggs for us in just five months?
Relocation of Sandringham Primary School
The VSBA (Victorian School Building Authority) has started setting up the site on the Bluff Road
Campus of Sandringham College, with fencing and relocatable buildings now on site which will
become Sandy Primary’s new location from Term 2.
Reminder – postponed parent sessions
School Council Annual General Meeting on Tuesday March 24th is postponed, as is Adam Voigt’s
parent evening on Wednesday March 25th.
PFA – Parents & Friends Association
Congratulations to Lisa Holmes on a fantastic time as PFA President. Lisa presented her Annual
Report last Monday which highlighted what a powerhouse our PFA are with so many events and
support of SEPS community. Lisa has been elected as Vice President and will shadow whoever is
interested in the President’s role for this year. The President has an automatic role on School
Council as a community member. If you are interested please see Laureen or Lisa for a chat
about the role.
Quote of the week from Wilson McCaskill - Given the upcoming school holidays and with a number of people in self-isolation or practising social distancing, this week’s quote is a timely one…
“Boredom comes quickly to those who have had little practice at being entertained by the marvels of their own imagination”
We are continuing to enjoy a safe and nurturing environment for all our Sandringham students
and staff at SEPS and SPS – what a supportive and caring school community in these challenging
times!
Kind Regards,
Laureen Walton
Principal

What’s Been Happening at Sandy East This Week?
Level 3 & 4
What a fantastic day we had on Monday at the Colour
Run! The students had a blast enjoying the colour being
sprayed and the activities. We were very thankful for the
sunshine and loved seeing the smiles on the student’s
faces.

We have now completed our Science Learning Task. The teachers spent time assessing and
moderating the work last week. The students look forward to sharing their work with you all when
it is sent home in the final week of term.

Level 5/6
This week the 5/6’s have been busy applying the last
touches to their political campaigns. Students have
done an exceptional job at transferring their
knowledge of civics and citizenship to produce
speeches, artefacts and campaign posters rallying
voters to make meaningful changes at SEPS.
This week students also enjoyed the Colour Run.
Many students went home with excited smiles, and
clothes drenched in colour. Thank-you to the parent
volunteers and teachers who helped organise such
a wonderful afternoon. It has lifted the spirits of many
teachers and students.
Today the 5/6 teachers were busy collaborating on
next term’s learning. We are excited to deliver the
5/6’s another engaging and challenging curriculum!
Miss Hallowell and the 5/6 Team.

Click here to view the full article

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help
successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why
First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.

Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website.

EASTER EGG DONATIONS PLEASE
Following on from the COMPASS you received earlier in the week. We want to assure you that
the Easter Lucky Draw is still going ahead. We want to keep things fun and as normal as possible for the children. However, for us to provide this event we need Easter Egg donations. We
understand that it's not the most important item on your shopping list but it is probably about
the only thing you can buy in the supermarkets at the moment!
So please support this event by donating Easter eggs, Bunnies and hunting eggs. Please NO
small mini eggs. Collection tub is outside the school office.
Thank you for you support.
SEPS PFA Team

Remember lucky tickets are due back MONDAY.
Packaged eggs preferable.
Note: all eggs will be wiped with antiseptic wipes and parents who pack
the prizes will wear gloves, so all will be safe.

COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES: The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School
do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.
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