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Dear Parents, Students and Friends,   

 

It is hard to believe that term 1 is at an end next week. 

This is the final newsletter for term 1. Many achieve-

ments have been seen where students are engaged in 

their learning and contributing to school life in a re-

spectful way. There has been a great focus on sustain-

able practices and pride in our school which is pleas-

ing to see. We are preparing for the move into the new 

buildings where we will need to continue caring for the 

new toilets and spaces where all students in the school 

will enjoy the art room, music room, canteen and stadi-

um. The restorative approach is becoming embedded 

in our teaching and respectful relationships. 

 

What creativity we saw with Funky Hair Day! 

Thank you to Lisa Holmes and team ( Level 2 Reps in-

cluding Kerstin Schwartz, Mel Withington, Michelle Kuz-

man, Simone Andrews, Kristen Newton and her daugh-

ters, Mel Widger and her daughter, Kylie Rowland, and 

Jodie Callaghan ) for working hard to ensure students 

lunch orders were managed on the day. 

Upcoming Events & Activities 

 

 29 Mar - Hunger Buster 4C 

 1 Apr - St Johns First Aid in 

Schools 

 5 Apr - End of Term 1 Early 

dismissal at 2:30 - Easter 

Lucky Draw 

 23 Apr - Term 2 Starts 

 25 Apr - ANZAC Day Sau-

sage Sizzle - Bunnings 

Mentone  

 28 Apr - Working Bee Lvl 4 

 29 Apr - PFA Meeting 

 30 Apr - Lvl 3-6 House 

Cross Country 

 30 Apr - SC Committees 

 3 May - CURRICULUM DAY 

 

 



 

The Walkathon prizes will be presented at our final as-

sembly this term which starts at 2.15pm on April 5th. That 

day will also see Easter lucky ticket prizes presented so 

lots of happy families to end the term. If you haven’t re-

turned your Walkathon Sponsorship and Easter Lucky 

tickets please do so ASAP to be in the mix! The fundrais-

ing barometer is on the website, ready to add the results 

after the finalisation of these activities. 

 

School Council Annual General Meeting 

School Council approved the Annual Report documents which will be distributed 

through Compass and uploaded to the school website for viewing by everyone. At 

Sandy East we also collate a School Council Committees report which gives parents a 

clear view of the work that School Council has achieved in 2018.  Congratulations to 

our re-elected School Council President Alida Williams- please see her report below. 

 

REMINDERS ………..Easter Egg Lucky Draw and Easter Buns.   

The children love this Easter event at SEPS which sets the scene for the coming holidays. 

This year we also have an Easter Bun offer from Bakers Delight in Hampton. On Wednes-

day April 3rd the team at Bakers Delight will deliver fresh baked Hot Cross Buns to San-

dringham East PS for the students to take home to their families.  

https://www.trybooking.com/BBNHS 
 

ANZAC Day Bunnings Sausage Sizzle - Volunteers Needed Please 

If you can spare some time please contact Angie Derrick on 0417 

154 370.  

 

https://www.trybooking.com/BBNHS


 

Communication is simply the act of transferring information from one place, person or 

group to another. Every communication involves (at least) one sender, a message and a 

recipient. This may sound simple, but communication is a complex subject. The transmis-

sion of the message from sender to recipient can be affected by a huge range of things. 

These include our emotions, the cultural situation, the medium used to communicate, 

and even our location. The complexity is why good communication skills are considered 

so desirable by employers around the world: accurate, effective and unambiguous com-

munication is actually extremely hard. Effective communication is key. 

For students we are focusing on developing student voice, agency and leadership 

through the learning in our learning spaces. As students become invested in their learning 

they gain an understanding about what effective learning involves. For planning week 

we have seen some levels empower students to become partners in decision making 

about their learning.  We also encourage students to talk about what they are learning 

and reflect. Communication is the key and answering questions with a question explores 

deeper understandings. Learning is also enhanced when students can use their commu-

nication skills to explain to someone else a concept or problem. 

For parents the School Council last year approved our Communication Policy. (see link 

below)  

http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Policy_Communication.pdf 

With the world of social media exploding communication is developing with the chal-

lenge for us to consider what and how we communicate which has positive intent. PFA 

discussed this at the March meeting and requested we include our parent responsibilities 

from our Child Safe document... 

AS PARENTS, WE WILL: 

Model positive behaviour to our child. 

Ensure our child attends school on time, every day the school is open for instruction. 

Take an interest in our child’s school and learning. 

Work with the school to achieve the best outcomes for our child.   

Communicate constructively with the school and use expected processes and protocols 

when raising concerns.   

Support school staff to maintain a safe learning environment for all students. 

Follow the school’s complaints processes if there are complaints. 

Treat all school leaders, staff, students, and other members of the school community with 

respect. 

 

Russell and myself, as well as teachers can always be contacted to share your thoughts 

and offer feedback with solutions. We have been so appreciative of the feedback 

through the current School Review consultation, our current Out of School Hours Care sur-

vey monkey and our canteen consultation last year. 

 “If you are not a part of the solution you are part of the problem. “ 

http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Policy_Communication.pdf


 

Reminders for the Coming Weeks 

Please see the school calendar to keep updated of events and activities at Sandy East.  

 

Quote of the week supports our Play Is The Way Program at SEPS:  

 

“Communication happens even when nothing is being said.”  

Wilson McCaskill 

 

I hope that our SEPS community enjoys another wonderful week of learning and fun at 

SEPS.  

 

 

Principal 

 

School Council News – March 2019 

 

Our School Council AGM was held this week, and it’s always a great opportunity to re-

flect on what has been achieved over the previous year, as well as focusing on the com-

ing year at SEPS.   We were able to easily fill our office bearer positions and welcome 

both Kerryn Kohl and David Brown as new school councillors.  We farewelled our out-

going school councillors, Kellie Haddrick and John Arbuckle, and I’d like to acknowledge 

the rich contribution both John and Kellie have made to School Council and we thank 

them for their service to the school. They both volunteered their time and expertise for a 

number of years and will be missed. 

 

School Council achieved much over 2018 and we’d love you to take a quick look at the 

sub-committee annual reports which highlight the work that has been done.  The 

breadth of work is vast, and whether it’s the glamorous fundraising events like the Studio 

54 night, to the behind the scenes slog of reviewing policies and oversight of finances, all 

areas contribute to the tapestry of our school. 

 

Click here to view the reports 

http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/

School_Council_Committees_Report.pdf (to first update reports on website) 

 

At the AGM we also endorsed the school’s Annual Report which reports on the progress 

of the school over 2018 covering FISO improvement strategies, student achievement, stu-

dent engagement and well-being and financial position. The annual report will be shared 

with you on the website shortly. 

http://sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Community_Calendar.pdf
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/School_Council_Committees_Report.pdf
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/School_Council_Committees_Report.pdf


 

Introducing our 2019 School Council: 

 

 

* Principal and Assistant Principal participate across all sub-committees 

 

 

 

Alida Williams President 

  

Child in Level 3 

Scott Bundy Vice President and leader of Community Partner-

ships sub-committee 

  

Child in Level 1 

Jen Hill Treasurer 

  

Child in Level 6 

David Brown 

  

Assistant Treasurer Child in Level 4 

Michelle Ferguson School Councillor and leader of Facilities Sub-

committee 

  

Child in Level 5 

Kerryn Kohl School Councillor and member of  eLearning sub

-committee 

  

Children in Levels  

Foundation , 3 & 5 

Greg Jennings School Councillor and member of Facilities sub-

committee 

  

Child in Level 1 

Dan Newton School Councillor and member of Community 

Partnerships sub-committee 

  

Children in Levels 2 & 4 

Angie Derrick Community Member and co-leader of Fundrais-

ing sub-committee 

  

Child in Level 2 

Lisa Holmes Community Member and PFA President 

  

Children in Levels 2, 4 & 

6 

Simone Smith Community Member and co-leader of Fundrais-

ing sub-committee 

Children in Levels 1 & 3 

Laureen Walton Executive Officer 

  

Principal 

Russell Watson DET Member 

  

Assistant Principal 

Claire Parsons DET Member and leader of eLearning and mem-

ber of Policy & Planning sub-committee 

Staff 

Jenny Dare DET Member and leader of Policy & Planning Sub

-Committee 

  

Staff 

Cath Campion 

Wendy Franks 

Minute Takers for School Council meetings 

  

Education Support 



School Council brings a diversity of views and experience across the SEPS community, 

and we welcome parent contribution on our sub-committees. In fact, WE NEED YOU!  With 

many of our long-term committee members having moved on, we 

need your expertise and input on our committees.  You are wel-

come to join our monthly sub-committee meetings, whether it be as 

a regular member, or an occasional contributor.  Sub-committees 

are where the real action happens - proposals, discussions, investi-

gations - with recommendations then taken to school council for en-

dorsement.   

 

For an outline of the scope of each sub-committee, please visit 

http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/school-council.html   

If you are interested in participating, just turn up or leave a message at the office for the 

sub-committee leader to get in touch with you.  

 

The sub-committees are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*please watch the newsletter for upcoming dates 

 

And in case you’re wondering what it is that we do…. 

 

What is the function of School Council? 

 overseeing the development of the school’s annual budget and ensuring proper rec-

ords are kept of the school’s financial operation. 

 participating in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan. 

 developing, reviewing and updating policies that reflect the school’s values and sup-

port the school’s broad direction outlined in its strategic plan. 

 raising funds for school related purposes 

 maintaining school grounds and facilities 

 entering into contracts 

 reporting annually to the school community and the Department 

 creating interest in the school in the wider community 

 representing and taking the views of the community into account 

 regulating and facilitating after-hours use of school premises and grounds 

Facilities Meets monthly on a Tuesday at 5.15pm 

Finance Meets monthly on a Friday at 8am 

Fundraising Meets monthly on a Tuesday at 7pm 

Policy and Planning Meets monthly on a Tuesday at 6pm 

eLearning Meets monthly on a Tuesday at 7pm 

Community Partnerships Meets monthly on a Tuesday at 6pm 

PFA (Parents and Friends) Meets monthly on a Monday at 9.15am 

http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/school-council.html


 

School Council does not… 

Manage the school 

Employ ongoing teaching staff  

Represent sectional interests 

Determine class allocations 

Discuss individual issues between teachers and students and/or parents 

Purchase land or buildings 

Enter into hire purchase agreements or obtain credit or loan facilities, unless authorised 

by the Minister 

 

If you’d like to know more about the operations of a School Council, please visit  http://

www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/

schoolcouncils.aspx  

 

As a School Council we endeavour to be inclusive and unbiased and to represent the 

needs of all our stakeholders. We will continue to encourage the active participation and 

engagement of as many parents and friends as possible in whatever capacity you can 

afford.  It is well known that research links positive parental engagement in your child's 

schooling with improved academic achievement, wellbeing and productivity, and we 

encourage you to be involved. You’ll meet some great people too! 

 

We’re looking forward to another busy and exciting year at SEPS! 

 

Alida Williams 

School Council President 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx


What’s Been Happening at Sandy East This Week? 
 

LEVEL Foundation 

This week has been the Foundation student’s first full week of school – well done! We are 

so proud of how well the students are doing at school and the learning they have 

achieved so far.  

We have been practising our lower and upper case letters of the alphabet. We have 

been working on identifying all the letters and knowing the main sound for that letter. 

You can practise your letter identification at home using your take-home packs!  

We had our annual Funky Hair Day on Tuesday! We loved seeing all the different and 

colourful styles to raise money for such an amazing cause. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEVEL 1/2 

The Level 1 and 2 

teachers (and Tommy of 

course!) had such a pro-

ductive Planning Day 

and are extremely excit-

ed about some of the 

excellent learning op-

portunities we are or-

ganising for next term, 

building upon our great 

first term this year. 

 

 
 



LEVEL 3/4 

 

Wow it’s week 9! The level 3 and 4 students have finished their science learning tasks and 

these will be posted on COMPASS at the end of the term. Please take the time to allow 

your children to share these wonderful research tasks with you. This learning task has al-

lowed students to develop many new skills including note taking, summarizing, navi-

gating their laptops and time management.  

Cold writes have been completed and it’s always entertaining for teachers to read the 

creative writing pieces of students. Monster mayhem took over and students wrote nar-

ratives to showcase their writing development.  

A big thank you to our parent helpers who have been supporting our maths fluency 

groups. The four operations (+-/x) have been a main focus, revisiting, consolidating and 

extending students knowledge!  

 

Crazy hair day saw us let our hair down or in some cases up! A fantastic day where we 

saw students creativity and individually shine. Thanks to the JSC for organising! 1 week to 

go and then a very well deserved break to reset!  
 

 

Sports News  

Interschool Sport Schedule  

 

  Week 7 - March 29  

Basketball King Club 

Cricket Holloway 

Softball Sandringham PS 

Volleyball Sandringham PS 

Lacrosse Holloway 

Oztag Holloway 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE 

Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help suc-

cessfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids.  There are plenty of positive parenting 

ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children. 

Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why 

First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it.  Michael’s popular parent-

ing columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.   

 

Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website. 

Read Michael Grose’s latest article—by clicking the INSIGHTS logo below. 

Click here to read the full article 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf


 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES:  The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School 

do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser.  They accept no responsibility for accuracy of in-

formation contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandringhamsoccerclub.org.au/

