School Purpose - Vision & Values: To build an inclusive community where our children are active
learners, critical thinkers and creative explorers.
Think… Imagine… Become
School Values:
1. Care - Care for self and others as well as our physical environment and learning spaces
2. Aspiration - Seek to accomplish something worthy and admirable, try hard, pursue excellence
3. Respect - Treat all others with consideration and regard, respect another person’s point of view
Always Our Best

May 14th 2020
Dear Parents, students and friends,
Well we are on the way out! Following advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the
Victorian Government has announced that students, teachers and support staff can return to face-to-face teaching.

Thank you to all our SEPS community ( students, parents, staff ) for your extraordinary work
and dedication during this period of significant change. While this has been a challenging
and difficult time, it has also provided us with the opportunity to learn new ways of working with our students, our families, our colleagues and our communities. One of the exciting tasks ahead is to work together to ensure what we have learnt is captured, refined
and shared.
Please complete the survey for community that has been developed so that we can
learn and reflect upon the term so far. https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CYQDPQX

Find below a summary of the return to school at SEPS.


Schools will commence a staged return from remote and flexible learning from Tuesday 26 May 2020.



Monday 25 May will be a pupil-free day to enable the planning necessary to ensure
the successful transition back to school for the rest of term 2 and for term 3.



The return to school will take place in two stages.



Stage 1: 25 May – 5 June Students in Foundation, Level 1 and Level 2 will return to
school from Tuesday 26 May with face-to-face teaching from Tuesday 26 May.



Remote and flexible learning will continue for all students in levels 3 to 6 until Tuesday
9 June.



During Stage 1, the existing model of on-site schooling for students who cannot be
supervised at home and vulnerable children will remain in place.
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From Tuesday 26 May, staff teaching all other year levels will continue to provide re-

mote and flexible learning, from school rather than from home.


Stage 2: from 9 June All other year levels, 3-6, will return to school from Tuesday 9
June. All students will be expected to attend school as normal.

Principals, teachers and support staff
From and including Monday 25 May, all teachers and school staff will be expected to
attend work on-site. The only exceptions will be staff who meet the criteria set by the
Victorian Chief Health Officer and outlined below:


aged 70 years and over



aged 65 years and over and have chronic medical conditions



of any age and have a compromised immune system



Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and are aged over 50 with chronic medical
conditions.

Between Tuesday 26 May and 9 June, where teachers returning to school have schoolaged children in Grade 3 to Year 10 for whom at-home arrangements cannot be made,
those children can attend the school at which they are enrolled.

Staggered start and finish times
Where there is any risk of congregation at school entry and exit points, schools must introduce staggered drop-off and pick-up times. More news about these arrangements at
SEPS soon.
Parents must enter the school grounds only when essential. If they do have to be on-site,
they must minimise their time and practice physical distancing.
Enhanced cleaning
Enhanced cleaning in schools will be implemented for the remainder of Term 2 and for
Term 3. This will provide progressive cleaning of high-touch points and other surfaces
throughout the day, requiring an additional six hours of cleaning per day (for an average-sized school).
Voluntary testing for all staff
All school staff will have access to voluntary prioritised coronavirus (COVID-19) testing for
a two-week period. Participation in testing will be entirely voluntary but will be available
for all staff, including those who are asymptomatic.
Physical distancing and hygiene
Even as we return to school, it remains important that physical distancing for adults and
strict hygiene measures continue to be observed.

The following provides a summary of the key advice:


Adjustments should be made to teaching and learning environments, including
maintaining distance of 1.5 metres between adults where possible, maximising air
flow, using outdoor spaces and staggering break times.



In large schools, consideration should be given to holding staff meetings remotely.



Attendance on school sites by non-essential visitors and parents should be limited.



Hygiene requirements including handwashing should continue to be practised.



Any member of staff or student who is unwell must not attend school on-site.

Communication with parents and carers
A letter was sent to all parents and staff on Tuesday of this week.
School operations
A detailed Return to School Operations guide to support the transition back to on-site
schooling and other detailed information specific to Sandy East will be provided shortly
on Compass.
Enrolments 2021
Please enrol siblings who will be in Foundation next year. The school has created an easy
online enrolment form that you can complete using any device and saved as a pdf. If
you would rather print out the form, this can be done too. Once completed simply email
it to the school or drop it in the school letterbox.
We would appreciate our SEPS community spreading the enrolment word to our wider
community of kinder friends and neighbours as our normal communications are difficult
at this time. We still need to manage staffing though for 2021 so please help us if you
can. All enrolment information can be found on our school website http://
sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/enrolments.html
Flexible Friday’s will continue every Friday until May 22nd for F,1,2 and until June 5th for
levels 3-6.

This will be a free choice catch up day for students – no teacher interactions on this day
but there is learning to be done, if chosen, or a day in PJ’s reading and relaxing for both
students and parents!

Sandringham East Primary School Home Learning - Week 6
We would like to begin this week with a big thank you to our students at SEPS who continue to impress us with their resilience, persistence and hard work. We know this transition to remote learning has sometimes been challenging but watching how our students
are embracing these new learning opportunities makes us feel very proud of them.
Thank you also to our parent community who have continued to support the teachers,
the school and their children transition to remote learning.

The good news is that there will be no changes for Weeks 6.

Students will continue to check in daily with their teachers with visits from the Specialist
Teachers:
Foundation and Level 1 at 9am each morning on Webex, unless they are in a Specialist
class.
Level 2 at 9:30 each morning on Webex, unless they are in a Specialist class.
Level 3 – Level 6 at 2:30 each afternoon on MS Teams, unless they are in a Specialist
class.
Focus students will continue:

Foundation – Level 2 meetings at 12 noon on Webex, 4 times a week
Level 3 – Level 6 meetings at 9:30 on MS Teams, 4 times a week

Daily Planners will be uploaded by 6pm the night before:
Foundation – Level 2 on Compass
Level 3 – Level 6 on MS Teams

Students will continue to upload work when requested:
Foundation – Level 2 on Compass
Level 3 – Level 6 on MS Teams
Foundation – Level 6 Specialists on Compass

Katani’s Singing Lessons
Katani has been busy producing some singing lesson videos that your children might enjoy. Please find her 4th video lesson link below. Additional videos can also be accessed
via Katani’s YouTube channel.
Link for "Singing With Katani Lesson #4 Term 2 2020"
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpEPHKRkc30

Story Time with Mr. Mac
Please take a moment to unwind and enjoy a lovely story read by Mr. Mac. The story is
called A Stack of Alpacas, by Matt Cosgrove.
https://youtu.be/DwysEInF7Vo

Mr Marco’s Cooking & Garden
Here is the link to Marco’s new video. In this video you will learn how to make Stuffed
Baked Vegetables. Looks delicious!
https://youtu.be/zTMvmpsh2YM

Infographic to help children calm
down - Engaging in some of these
activities together may help you to
co-regulate with your child, which
supports their calm state, and can
help you feel calm as well.
Sabine Kallisch

SEPS Business Directory
In addition to this website the school has also decided to help our families promote their
businesses in the newsletter. Our SEPS newsletter will be running a classified section. This
will be in the form of your logo and a brief description of what you do or an advert we
can share. Please send through these items via email
to Sandringham.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Attn: Wendy Franks
The strong sense of community is one of SEPS greatest attributes and is needed now
more than ever.

Quote of the week…
“ Let us rise up and be thankful, for if we didn’t learn a lot today, at least we
learned a little, and if we didn’t learn a little, at least we didn’t get sick, and
if we got sick, at least we didn’t die, so let us all be thankful.”
Buddha
Enjoy another week of learning at home – we now know that there is an end coming on
May 26th and June 9th. We are all very excited to be returning to students, parents, colleagues and the school we love.

Kind Regards,

Laureen Walton – Principal

If you or anyone you know needs help:
Lifeline on 13 11 14
Kids Helpline on 1800 551 800
beyondblue on 1300 224 636
MensLine Australia on 1300 789 978
Suicide Call Back Service on 1300 659 467
Headspace on 1800 650 890
QLife on 1800 184 527

Click here to view the whole article.

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help
successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why
First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.

SEPS Business Directory - supporting our local businesses
Never has there been a more important time to support our SEPs community, with so
many local businesses financially affected by COVID-19. The strong sense of community is one of SEPS greatest attributes and is needed now more than ever.

Statewide Advice is a leading provider of tailored financial planning
solutions. Our purpose is to give more Victorians access to
top financial advice in a broad range of areas, including superannuation, investments, personal insurance, retirement
planning, debt/finance, estate planning and more.
General advice discussions are complimentary for SEPS parents and
staff, so get in touch on 03 9576 1332 or email
contact@statewideadvice.com.au

TK Tribe

We design special Friendship Books made in Melbourne for children between 4-10 years old. Our Friendship Books provide a creative and unique way for children to


express themselves and help them to develop their self-identity;



learn social skills and build meaningful connections with their peers and teachers outside the digital
world, especially in challenging times like today;



form and cherish precious and lifelong relationships with their friends;



develop their writing and reading skills;
develop a love for books; and
explore their world with imagination and creativity.




How does it work?
Children share their friendship book with their friends (if not in person maybe via video calls or dropping
the book in their mailbox) and ask them to complete a page with questions about themselves, include a
photo and a drawing. They capture fun facts about themselves, their interests, personal stories and
dreams. Kids who fill out the book practice their writing skills and use their imagination in a fun way.
Once all friends have filled out the friendship book it becomes a personalised, unique keepsake for the
owner.
The Friendship Book gives adults a way to support their children’s learning, connect and share quality
time together and give them a unique gift to treasure for life.
Find out more on www.tktribe.com or follow us on Facebook or Instagram @tk.tribe

