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Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

The weather is about to turn to cold and inclement. Please take 

care when dropping off and collecting students. During the 

school day students will be kept inside implementing the inclem-

ent weather policy. Students will need warm clothing and rain-

coats if possible. 

Flu Immunisations 

It’s that time of year when the flu injections are available from 

your local doctor. Most of the staff have had their injection and 

we are hoping for a well-managed flu season with not many sick-

ies so that your students can continue learning with their home 

teachers. 

Of course we want students at school learning and well, so it’s up 

to parents to make the choice whether they will immunise their 

family. 

Snippets that are relevant from our Community Partnerships Policy 

which is endorsed by School Council 

Positive community partnerships greatly enhance the ability of 

schools to provide for the needs of students, and contribute sig-

nificantly to the potential for parents and community groups to 

impact positively on the lives of our young people. 

As a School Council and Leadership team we take our responsi-

bility seriously and thus provide opportunities where we impact on 

the lives of our students. We aim: 

 To develop our school as a focal point of the community, 

with opportunities for both the school and community mem-

bers to gain from mutually beneficial arrangements. 

 To maximise the opportunities in which parents can be ef-

fectively involved in our school. 

 To encourage parent community to organise events that 

they are responsible for and are not necessarily endorsed by 

the school. 

 To encourage and maximise opportunities for parent and 

community involvement. 

 For School Council to also arrange events that are endorsed 

by School Council. 

Susan McClean—Cyber Safety 

Please see below so much food for thought and action by par-

ents. 

We are so fortunate that School Council funded this amazing Pro-

fessional Learning for students, staff and parents. However we 

have some challenges as a School Council ensuring that the 

community take advantage of the very expensive offerings we 

2018 CURRICULUM DAYS 

TBA 

No students at school on these 

pupil-free days 

COMMUNITY MEETINGS 

Sub Committees 6pm May 29 

Fundraising 7pm May 29 

School Council 7pm June 5 

PFA 9.15am May 28 

Policy & Planning 3.30pm May 28 

COMING UP 

 May 12—Bunnings Sausage Siz-

zle—All Day! 

 May 18—History Box—L3 & 4 

 May 18—Walk to School Day 

 May 21—District Cross Country 

 May 21—Parent Evening with 

Adam Voigt 

 May 24—Pyjama Day 

 June 22—School Disco 

CAMPS 

 Aug 6—10, Ski Camp, L6 

(optional camp) 

 Oct 12—Sleepover, L2 

 Nov 29—Dec 3, Woorabinda 

Camp, L4 & 5 

HUNGER BUSTER 3.30—3.45pm 

 May 11—Home Group 56C 

 May 18—Home Group 56D 

 May 25—Home Group 56E 

 June 8—Home Group 3A 

 June 15—Home Group 3B 

 June 22—Home Group 3C 

WORKING BEES 9am—11am 

 June 3—Level 6 

NAPLAN 

 May 15, 16 & 17—Levels 3 & 5 

2018 SCHOOL TERM DATES 

Term 2: 16 Apr—29 Jun, 2.30pm 

Term 3: 16 Jul—21 Sep, 2.30pm 

Term 4: 8 Oct—21 Dec, 1.30pm 

2019 FOUNDATION 

 May 17—Story Time, 2pm—3pm 

 May 22—Parent Information, 7pm 

 June 8—Story Time, 2pm—3pm 



 present for the benefit of our families. 

 Would it make a difference if parents were required to pay? 

 How do we engage the parent community to support these initiatives? 

Some interesting data which we would like feedback on so that we can understand how to further 

engage our community. 

 The Cyber Safety parent session was attended by around 60 parents and 4 staff. However 92 

parents registered on Try booking.  Booking means commitment to attend as we rely on that 

to organise.  Total possible parents that could have attended is around 800 thus 7.5% of par-

ents attended. 

 58 students were registered to attend the movie night and 3 of our teachers volunteered to 

supervise—not a requirement but our teachers do this to support the families at Sandy East. 

ONLY 19 students attended on the night. 

Thank you to our three support teachers who cared for the students—one staff member had an 

hour’s drive home after! 

All level 3—6 students completed a worksheet which is to be discussed at home with parents.  Par-

ents please sign the student’s work sheet and return to class teachers BY Friday May 11 as we 

need to know that all students have discussed the session with you, parents will be contacted to 

return their worksheet if not returned by Friday. 

Do you know that: 

 56% of our level 5 & 6 students, and 24% of level 3 and 4 students at SEPS are on apps that 

they should not be according to their age appropriateness? 

 Inappropriate apps include Fortnight, NQ Vault, KIK, Snapchat, Omegle, Instagram, Musi-

cal.ly, Yubo, Spot a Friend, Meet me, Sarahah, and Melon.  Parents must ask two questions of 

these apps: 

1. What is the app about—the content? 

2. What are the terms and conditions—is this legally 

suitable for my child? 

 Around 90% of students in level 5 & 6 have a phone at 

school—reminder that all phones stay locked in school 

bags and are not to be used at school.  We are fortu-

nate that our students generally respect this require-

ment at school.  Susan McLean’s advice is that no stu-

dent should require a smart phone at school. 

We are also lucky that Susan has made a link with our Clus-

ter Bullystoppers project and made herself available as a 

resource this year as students complete their Cyber safe 

projects. 

News Flash—Adam Voigt Parent Evening not to be missed 

Parent Information Session coming up with Child Care Pizza/Movie night’ for SEPS students 

On May 21 at 7pm parents will have the opportunity to listen to an amazing 

speaker Adam Voigt who is working with us over the next three years em-

bedding the culture of SEPS and working with students and staff. 

What we are doing at SEPS with students is important for ALL parents to 

know.  I look forward to a positive response to this evening on May 21.  To 
this end we are offering a pizza night and movie for students.  Please register 

on Try Booking—$5 for one student or $10 per family (two or more students) 

to be paid when booking. 

Please note:  There is no charge for parents/guardians to attend the evening. 



 You can research ‘Real Schools’ and see what work Adam does to support Sandringham East stu-

dents. 

Please register with TRY booking on the link below for BOTH parents and students.  (NB. There has 

been a change of TryBooking link)—correct link is below: 

 Book here for an evening with Adam Voight:  https://www.trybooking.com/VTWT 

Working Bee 

Level 5 families worked hard and completed an amazing amount of tasks supported by 10 staff 

related attendees. 

 Belinda Wilson came back to finish her tree planting project along the neighbours side fence 

which we are thankful for. 

 Our grass project was all go with grasses on the mound which we left having a good water 

to get them going.  Can you please tell your child/children they are NOT to touch them. 

Leave them alone and they will grow and give us a good play area then.  This is respect for 

our environment. 

 Lisa Holmes (PFA President) and helpers packed away the crockery cupboards ready for 

storing. 

 The Sandy College area was also cleaned where students going to art will be walking 

through the gate near our barbeque when the building site is fenced. 

Play 

Currently several teachers are attending professional learning about how children play and the 

requirements required for a productive and creative play environment.  We have heavily invested 

to ensure students have optimal play opportunities. 

Mark Armitage is the guru from UK and we are enjoying his sessions.  So much so that Genevieve 

and myself will spend Saturday with him at another conference.  Mark will visit Sandy East next 

week and complete a Play Audit looking at how our students are playing and what opportunities 

there are for extending our resources in our play environment. 

Gonski 2.0—Through Growth to Achievement 

The Review to Achieve Educational Excellence in Australian Schools, led by Mr David Gonski AC, 

reported to the Australian Government on 29 March 2018.  The final report Through Growth to 

Achievement contains three identified priorities, 17 findings and 23 recommendations that will in-

form the national agreement on school reform being negotiated between the Australian Govern-

ment and all states and territories in 2018. 

The report acknowledges the achievements of schools and school systems to date, and their on-

going commitment to continuous improvement. The report seeks to build on this effort and identi-

fies three priorities: 

 Deliver at least one years’ growth in learning for every student every year 

 Equip every student to be a creative, connected and engaged learner in a rapidly changing 

world 

Cultivate an adaptive, innovative and continuously improving education system. 

The report makes recommendations across five areas of reform: 

1. Laying the foundations for learning 

2. Equipping every student to grow and succeed in a changing world 

3. Creating, supporting and valuing a profession of expert educators 

4. Empowering and supporting school leaders 

5. Raising and achieving aspirations through innovation and continuous improvement. 

https://www.trybooking.com/VTWT


 Click here for the Fact sheet unpacking the findings and recommendations. 

The full report can be found at: 

https://www.education.gov.au/review-achieve-educational-excellence-australian-schools 

Quote of the week: 

“There are no quotas on kindness.  The world can never have too much.  Yet one 
act of cruelty is immediately one act too many.” 

Wilson McCaskill 
Master Plan Update—$7.8 million 

More news next week after our building meeting on Friday. 

If you have any questions regarding the planning please see Laureen 

Walton. 

Parent Tours for 2019 enrolments. 

Our school community is invited to make an appointment for a tour of the school by ringing the 

school office on 9598 1704. We are looking forward to discussing the programs and curriculum 

that our students at SEPS enjoy. 

Liaison with our many feeder preschools is currently in progress. 

I hope that our SEPS community enjoys another wonderful week of learning and fun at SEPS. 

Regards, 

 

Principal—Sandringham East Primary School 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

Our Term 2 calendar is now available for download.  Please click the icon to 

the right. 

Note Change: 

 Seaside District Cross Country is now May 21 

 School Disco is now June 22 

https://vpa.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c89c90be981ec2caf9edc4cd&id=e26dd4d2c9&e=fc8188da7a
https://vpa.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c89c90be981ec2caf9edc4cd&id=2c397ad8ca&e=fc8188da7a
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Community_Calendar.pdf


 Watch Adam’s Parent Session Invitational Video 

Book with TryBooking—click here! 

https://youtu.be/UPC8ADcfCKg
https://youtu.be/UPC8ADcfCKg
https://youtu.be/UPC8ADcfCKg
https://www.trybooking.com/VTWT


WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT SANDY EAST THIS WEEK? 

LEVEL Foundation 

This week in Foundation, we have been 

working hard on our Numeracy Learning 

Task. 

Parents don’t forget to log into compass 

on Thursday May 24 to see your child’s 

achievements. 

During Numeracy we have also been se-

quencing numbers to and beyond 20!  

The students have been enjoying our 

wellbeing rotations on a Monday and 

Wednesday, where we read a social and 

emotional story, do mindfulness, RRRR 

and Play is The Way! 

This week in 0D we have been reading Jack and the Beanstalk and have made our very own 

beanstalk in our classroom.  We did this by working together to make the stalk, using different 

materials and shades of greens and then with our families we went on an autumn leaf collection 

where we brought in leaves each day to add to the stalk. 

LEVEL 1 & 2 

Well done to all the Level 1 & 2 students who were busy on Monday writing their cold writes! 

These will be uploaded to Compass later in the term as their Term 2 Learning Task! 

In the JLC, we have been working on our knowledge around safe and respectful play. Students 

have been learning about the ‘Zones Of Regulation’ and how to regulate emotions. Regulating 

emotions is an important life-skill, which will help to assist in safe and respectful play. The students 

have been using the zones in the morning and afternoon, as an indication of how they are feel-

ing! 

LEVEL 3 & 4 

The Level 3 and 4’s had a fantastic time on camp. A huge thanks to all teachers and parents 

who attended to make this a memorable and worthwhile experience for our students. Some of 

the highlights included the 18m giant swing, damper making, games room and the visit to 

Healesville Sanctuary. The behaviour of the students was outstanding and they certainly made 

us proud to represent SEPS! Please see the newsletter for some camp reports. 

This week the students have enjoyed exploring and discussing chemical reactions in Science, 

and have demonstrated their inquiry skills by hypothesising, conducting observations, reporting 

and drawing conclusions. In Maths we have been exploring data and continuing to develop our 

repertoire of strategies when problem solving. 

We wish the Level 3’s all the best with NAPLAN for next week. It will put students in good stead in 

the weeks to come as we begin our formal assessment for reporting at the end of term. 

LEVEL 5 & 6 

Cyber Safety 

On Wednesday, 20 of our level 5 students took part in the first bully stoppers event of 2018 along 

with students from Brighton Beach, Beaumaris, Sandringham and Hampton. As part of this fantas-

tic day students listened to cyber safety expert, Susan McLean, who discussed the importance of 

remaining safe online. To support this important message, Susan discussed examples of cyberbul-

lying including how to avoid and report instances, as well as how students can protect them-

selves online. Throughout the sessions, SEPS students worked fantastically with students from sur-

rounding schools in their united stance to promote cyber safety. Empowered with the important 

messages gained throughout Wednesday’s sessions, SEPS level 5 students will design and build 

their very own games that focus on an anti-bullying message. Over the coming months, our Bully 



SPECIALIST IN THE SPOTLIGHT—PERFORMING ARTS! 

 

This week in performing arts our level 1 & 2 students have been busily building their bombastic 

baselines, and cannily crafting their cacophonous compositions.  Out here in Siberia (AKA the 

new Performing Arts room), we’ve been enjoying our new isolated location at the back of the 

oval, by being as loud as we like!  Also we’ve been learning about beat, bars, rhythm, teamwork 

and composition. 

Excelsior 

Mr Scherpenhuizen 

INTERSCHOOL SPORTS—LEVEL 5 & 6 

Please note:  Changes to training schedule 

Soccer   TUESDAYS  8.15aqm—8.45am Holloway Reserve (eastern pitches) 

Netball   TUESDAYS  8.15am—8.45am  School Asphalt 

European Handball TUESDAYS 8 .15am—8.45am  School Oval 

T’Ball    WEDNESDAYS 8.15am—8.45am  School Oval 

Hockey   WEDNESDAYS 8.15am—8.45am  School Asphalt 

AFL    THURSDAYS  3.45pm—4.15pm  School Oval (from May 17) 

Stoppers will work collaboratively using coding and other digital technologies to build their 

games which will be presented at an expo in Term 3. Well done Bully Stoppers! 



CAMPFIRE STORIES FROM ARRABRI 

Last week on Wednesday, the Level Threes and Fours went to Arrabri Lodge in 

Warburton. 

There was a variety of exciting different activities and some of them were: giant 

swing, flying fox, initiative course, sensory trail, ropes course, damper cooking 

and many more. 

The food was extremely good: for dinner on Wednesday night, we had deli-

cious chicken Schnitzel, gravy and veggies. On Thursday night we had chips, 

lasagne, and veggies. 

In the cabins, you could have six eight or twelve people; some people fell 

asleep quicker than others did! 

The giant swing was 18 metres high!  For about 5 seconds it was free fall but af-

ter that, you could feel the harness pick you up and the swinging was enjoya-

ble! 

On Wednesday after dinner, we did fun bush dancing; you could do it with an-

yone who you wanted to. 

By Scarlett and Sophie in 4A 

Camp Arrabri Lodge! Yay! 

Heave! Hoh! We were carrying our luggage across Camp Arrabri’s meeting ar-

ea. After we had to put our luggage next to the back wall, then we went to the 

meeting area to learn some rules about camp. Then the fun begins! A.K.A re-

port. The activities were oh wait, sorry, we forgot to tell you about the activities! 

Well there were ten altogether and that is all you need to know to get a brief 

understanding about busy camp. Now we will tell you what the ten activities 

are: giant swing, flying fox, damper cooking, archery, initiative course, orient-

eering, rock climbing, ropes, mini golf and games. Let the fun and games 

begin! 

On the first day, we did four activities and we will tell you as if you were there! 

Let us start with the giant swing because we know it is everyone’s favourite! 

There were two 18-metre wooden poles and two ropes with some sort of har-

ness. You put on a harness then you had it attached to the harness held up by 

the ropes. People would tug on a rope next to it, then you would start levitating 

in the air. When you got to the top, you would be 18 metres in the air. The per-

son in charge of camp Arrabri will pull a tight rope then you will fall and swing 

side to side just like a normal park swing but faster and longer plus higher. 

Overall, it was a great camp and the best camp food we’ve ever had. 

Written by Fraser and William 4A 

Dazzling Level 3/4 camp! 

Last week level 3/4 went to a phenomenal camp! We drove off to Arrabri 

lodge in Warburton. 

At camp we had 10 astounding activities including the giant swing which went 

18 metres high!, flying fox which is 80 metres long, initiatives which was a lot of 

endless fun, games room including air hockey, table tennis and table soccer! 

Minigolf had 18 holes and the ropes course with a lot of obstacles. For the sen-

sory trail we had to guide a partner through a course, archery we had a com-

petition and at orienteering we had to find 25 tags around the camp! There 

was also a 52 metre rock wall and damper cooking! 

The first night we had bush dancing and a hike! The second night we had our 

Red Faces concert which is a chance for us to perform! 



‘I SEE, I CARE’ UNIT 

Last term the 8 Sustainability Captains were lucky enough 

to go down to Sorrento and take part in an ‘I see, I care’ 

unit. 

We had such an amazing time swimming with Dolphins, 

Manta Rays and Seals. My favourite part was being in the 

water about a metre away from the seals watching them 

with their tails out of the water. 

Interesting fun facts about Dolphins - 

 Dolphins don’t have many natural enemies. humans 

are their main threat. 

 Dolphins are mammals which means they 

need to come to the surface to breathe. 

 Dolphins sleep one half of their brain at a time 

so they are never completely asleep. 

 The Killer Whale (Orca) is a Dolphin. 

 Dolphins have excellent eye sight and can see 

in and out of the water. 

 Dolphins communicate with each other by 

clicking, whistling and other sounds. 

Interesting fun facts about ‘Manta Rays’- 

 Manta Rays don’t have stingers like their distance cousin the ‘Stingray’. 

 Manta Rays need to be constantly moving to stay alive. 

 Manta Rays jump out of the water to eliminate parasites. 

Interesting fun facts about ‘Seals’- 

 Pollution of the ocean or oil spills affect the ongoing survival of our seal colonies. 

 Seals have more blood in their bodies than any other animals (no wonder the sharks eat 

them) 

 They can hold their breath for up to two hours 

It was such a great day and so well organised. Thank you everyone involved for this amazing 

experience! 

What we can all do 

 Don’t over fish our oceans. 

 Stop polluting our waterways. We must keep our water ways clean. 

 Be mindful and caring when sharing their natural habitat. 

 All animals need other animals to live. (Food chain) 

  

 We really need to stop littering and be more careful about what we throw away because 

these wonderful and majestic animals are suffering and endangered of being extinct. 

From Sustainability Captains 

Written by Evie & Orlando 





SEPS FUNDRAISING – TERM 2 

Hi Everyone! 

We had a great start to the year with the 

Walkathon which raised over $18,000! Big 

thanks to teachers, parents and especially 

the students for such an amazing effort. 

We also secured some great prizes within 

the generous community from Sunny King 

SUPS, Giant Bike, Headstart and Knight 

sporting goods.  All these funds will go 

back to the school and assist with the ex-

citing building works and furnishings re-

quired. 

This term we will be 

having the student DIS-

CO. Please save the 

date for Friday June 22, 

it’s an event the stu-

dents look forward 

too. Further details to 

follow in the coming 

weeks. 

We are also in full 

swing with organising 

the parents event 

with this year’s theme 

being STUDIO 54…

think 70s, disco, glitzy and glam! This is an 

event not to be missed so put it in the dia-

ry now, Saturday July 28 at 7pm. 

As part of this event we will running a live 

auction and need your help. We are look-

ing for items that are worth bidding for like 

dining experiences, holidays, artwork, 

commissioned artwork, backstage passes, 

sporting events, golf passes, signed sport-

ing memorabilia etc. If you have any con-

nections and can help us secure some 

great items that would be very much ap-

preciated. Remember, all funds raised go 

back to the school for our children. 

If you can help in anyway please contact 

the office or email us via simo-

nesmith003@gmail.com 

Big thanks! 

The Fundraising Team 

SCHOOL ‘GARAGE’ SALE! 

Large Blue Staffroom Tables—Make 

an offer 

4 x staffroom tables measuring 1.8m x 

1.2m.  Blue.  Some damage, see pho-

tos below. 

mailto:simonesmith003@gmail.com
mailto:simonesmith003@gmail.com


G.A.T.E.WAYS 2018 

Please complete and return this slip to your child’s teacher who will forward to the school’s G.A.T.E.Ways 

coordinator, in order to receive future correspondence. 

Name of Child: _____________________________Home Group: ____________ Teacher: ______________________ 

Name of Parent:  ____________________________________________________________ 

Parent Contact Number:  __________________________Email:  ____________________________________________ 

Parent Signature:  _________________________________________Dated:  ___________________________________ 

Child’s special interests and/or talents: 



Get involved in the School Banking Program 

Sandringham East Primary School is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank School Bank-

ing program to all students. 

School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians to learn about 

money and develop good savings habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver 

account through School Banking earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and re-

deem for exciting rewards. 

The rewards available during 2018 are: 

Twister Power Handball 

Secret Scratch Pad 

Sparkle Glitter Pens 

Glow Light 

Mighty Boom Handball 

Heat Reactor Pencils 

Slushie Maker Cup 

Zoom Flying Disc 

School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives a Regular Savers 

Contribution of $5 for every 10 deposits processed per student as well as an Annual Contri-

bution which is based on the number of students who made at least one School Banking 

deposit in the prior year. 

Getting involved in School Banking is easy! 

All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is a Commonwealth Bank 

Youthsaver account. You can open an account for your child in one of two ways: 

1. Online 

Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver ac-

count. 

2. In branch 

Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification for yourself and your child, like a driv-

er’s licence and birth certificate. 

If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account they can start bank-

ing straight away. They just need to bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day 

using their Dollarmites deposit wallet. 

School Banking day is Thursday. Each week you need to hand in your School Bank Book to 

your Teacher. 

If you would like to know more about School Banking, please ask for a 2018 School Banking 

program information pack from the school office or visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking 



https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/185y863




Extend OSHC at Sandringham East Primary School 

PARENT PORTAL: extend.com.au 

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE 

Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help successfully 

raise confident, happy and resilient kids.  There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove 

the trial and error from raising children. 

Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why First 

Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it.  Michael’s popular parenting columns 

appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.  Click on the Parenting Ideas logo be-

low to visit the full website. 

Read Michael Grose’s latest article—by clicking the INSIGHTS logo below. 

Recap: 

We have had an amazing week at Extend this week. We started by learning and playing the 

game of checkers which tested our problem solving skills. We then created our own doll houses 

and did seasonal Autumn paintings. We draw beautiful portraits using various materials and to 

end the week we created treasure maps. It has been so much fun! 

Bridie and the team at Extend 

Our Extend Superstar is... 

Charles L for being involved in activities and always showing great manners. Well done Charles!! 

Next week’s activities: 

Monday 14th May 

 Friendship necklaces 

Tuesday 15th May 

 Mirror image painting 

Wednesday 16th May 

 Circle animal drawings 

Thursday 17th May  

 Create a dance 

Friday 18th May 

 Origami 

‘Helping children achieve sustained school success’ 

https://extend.com.au/
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf


COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES:  The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School 

do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser.  They accept no responsibility for accuracy of in-

formation contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 



http://www.keyassets.com.au/

