May 30th 2019
Upcoming Events & Activities

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,
Important Building News

As you have all seen firsthand the building is progressing well. The next stage is the relocation of the portable
toilets onto the school oval and the removal of the level 3 portable building in order for the landscaping to
be commenced which includes a basketball/netball
court for our students which will be the focus in the next
school holidays. The landscaping around the building
will be an exciting time when we see the light at the
end of the tunnel so to speak! You will currently see
garden beds being boxed in ready for construction.
Once the buildings are officially handed over to the
school the following will be actioned (This could be in
the middle of August – we need to wait until the handover is complete.) Yes we will be moving in once we
have the green light!
Stadium Seating and Audio visual installation
This is when the school community will see the benefit
from fundraising activities as we have funded these
ourselves, and cannot install until the handover.
Stadium hire
School Council are working on the expression of interest for hire of the stadium. Watch for this news in future
newsletters and in the Bayside Leader. Thanks to Greg
Jennings who is leading this on behalf of School Council.
The Out of School Hours Care program will continue to
be run from the current room with the added bonus of
now having the double room totally allocated to the
OSHC program. School Council has resourced the
kitchen which has been approved by Bayside Council
for the OSHC use.
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31 May - 5/6 Winter Dance Sandy College 1.30 - 2.45
(students only)



31 May - Foundation THRASS
Day - 3pm parade in front garden



3 Jun - PFA Meeting



3 Jun - Rippon Lea Estate Excursion 1A & 1B



4 Jun - Rippon Lea Estate Excursion 1C & 1D



4 Jun - SC Committees



6 Jun - Story Time Prep Transition 2-3pm



13 Jun - Asia Day - Free Dress &
Sushi Lunch - Click here to order



26 Jun - 3 Way Student/Parent/
Teacher Conference (Children
dismissed at 12pm)



28 Jun - End of Term 2 - 2.30 Dismissal
HUNGER BUSTER



7 Jun - Hunger Buster 5/6E



14 Jun - Hunger Buster 3A



21 Jun - Hunger Buster 3B

WORKING BEE


2 Jun - Level 3

Level 3 moves
Due to the removal of the portable near the playground 3A & 3C will have a temporary
move to Sandy College who have kindly granted us the use of two classrooms with a toilet close by for use by students. After our building is handed over the level 3 area will be
where Foundation are now and the teachers and students are looking forward to establishing the new level 3 learning environment where they can collaborate and also have
an outdoor area to focus on sustainability which they are excited about.
Levels 4, 5, 6
These classes will move into the new learning space with level 5 / 6 upstairs and level 4
downstairs. Teachers have been researching and working on setting up the learning
space for some time and are so looking forward to their new spaces.
Foundation
The Foundation students and teachers will set up a new Foundation learning area in the
Mod 10 (double storey building next to the coloured playground). This will give them
more space in classrooms and will be a designated Foundation learning area. This decision was made after consultation with teachers, leadership and Foundation Class parents.
Level 1 The 1C and 1D classes currently in the middle of the JLC will move to their own
building which is the Mod 5 (single storey building closest to the chickens). The teachers
have enjoyed their time in the JLC and are reluctant to move but are entitled to their
own learning spaces. They have shown us just how collaboration and working together
really works so well.
1A and 1B classes will remain in their current spaces.
Level 2
All four level 2 learning spaces remain in their current areas.
First Aid and Canteen
The first Aid room and canteen will move into the Stadium building to their designated
spaces.
Specialist teachers will also be on the move when the building is handed over.
The new Art room, Performing Arts / Music room, PE store and specialist teachers office
are all located in the stadium building area.
The Mandarin and Japanese (LOTE) program will move into the Mod 3 classroom ( first
room on the left as you enter from the driveway ).
The staffroom
The staff will move into the new staffroom which is in the new building adjacent to the
existing office, with a resource room for the photocopier, laminator etc.
Please see the classroom assignment map on the following page.

Visit by politician Philip Dalidakis to see our progress.
Philip popped in on Monday and was impressed at the progress made. Seems like yesterday he was digging that first hole! Philip was instrumental in us gaining the funding for our
students.

Congratulations Sandringham College
On Monday Philip Dalidakis visited the college to announce to staff and community that
$500,000 was approved in the current State Budget for Master planning. This is long overdue and we look forward to the future development of our feeder school Sandringham
College.

Student leaders in their lovely new uniform with Philip Dalidakis and Principal of Sandringham College Amy Porter.

School Review
Students, parents, teachers, leadership team and Education Support staff participated in
the School Review consultations. Thank you to everyone for their work and support. We
look forward to the reviewer’s report which will focus our direction for the future of SEPS.

School Council News May 2019
Well our staff and leadership team can now breathe a huge sigh of relief! The arduous School Review process, which occurs every four years, was completed this
week. While we now await the independent reviewer’s formal report, her findings
and comments were presented to the panel today and were very complimentary.

The review was a robust and rigorous process, and I felt privileged to have been
able to participate on the panel as it gave great insight into the wonderful work
done by our leadership and staff at Sandy East. Laureen, Russell and the team
are to be commended on the extensive preparation done prior to the review,
and the presentations done by leading staff were very impressive.
The panel consisted of the reviewer, the Education Department SEIL, the principals of Port Melbourne Primary and Sorrento Primary as our challenge partners,
our leadership and staff, Scott Bundy ( SC Vice President ) and myself. The external parties certainly put our team through their paces; challenging, questioning
and analysing our data, results and professional practice. Our team’s ability to
handle the scrutiny with openness and a willingness to welcome any feedback
that might lead to further improvement was testament to their professionalism
and dedication to their work.
Ultimately, the reviewer and challenge partners were clearly impressed by the
great things we are doing at Sandy East, by our school culture, our holistic approach to education, and our results. They were able to give insights and ideas
into the areas we’ve identified as key opportunities for improvement and growth,
which will be very useful in informing our strategic plan.
Thank you to all the students, parents and staff who participated in the interview
groups through this process.
While the team are breathing a sigh of relief that the review is done, it has clearly
provided energy associated with some new thinking and ideas, and they are
keen to press forward with our continuous improvement focus.
Sandy East….
We should all be proud!
Alida Williams - School Council President

Animal Therapy Policy
Congratulations to Tommy who has passed his test after 5 days of learning at Morwell last
week. We appreciate that Mr Klvac is sharing Tommy with us at school. Therapy dogs will
work with teachers and wellness coordinators in schools, they come to work each day
and become part of the team, working with children with anxiety, anger issues, and to
help young children with their reading and communication skills.
Dogs offer unconditional love and support. They do not judge. They are known to lower
blood pressure and anxiety, giving children the ability to talk. They give permission for children to just be themselves. K9 Support Therapy dogs become a unique part of helping
with:


Empathy



Kindness towards others



Reading



Responsibility



Control



Lowering of instances of anger



Lowering anxiety



Meltdowns



Communication



And much more

This is a pilot program relating directly to Staff and Student Wellbeing and the accompanying policy will be approved by School Council at its next meeting.
Attendance at School
Many of our students have unexplained absences. Letters to remind parents to record
their reasons have been sent out with students. We ask that parents add an attendance
note in Compass for each one OR parents can write the reason down, sign the form and
return it to the office. The Department of Education require this information for their data
and accountability. Keeping accurate attendance data is also a key metric in our
School Review. It’s important that parents attend to this matter as soon as possible. We
would also like to stress the importance of late passes. If a child is late for class and
doesn’t have a late pass, please send them to the office.
We acknowledge there is a lot of sickness at present with students and staff. Twelve staff
are absent today as I write this newsletter!

DBT in schools - Who we are and what we do.
DBT in Schools is a unique service that combines the best of Clinical and Educational Psychology to provide psychology services to children, adolescents, families and schools.
Zarina Seksembaeva is a psychologist that provides help to students with challenges such
as; anxiety, depression, difficulty coping with friendships, grief, trauma, and dealing with
parents separating. As the SEPS Psychologist with DBT in Schools she will focus on helping
student’s build important life skills.
For students with a mental health care plan from their GP there is no cost for this service
to the parent. The sessions are confidential and provide an affordable and convenient
service. If you would like your child to have some sessions with Zarina the DBT in Schools
Psychologist, you should contact the school Principal who can help you engage with this
service.

For more information about DBT in Schools you can visit their website at dbtinschools.com.au
Speech requests
We welcome our speech therapist Helen Eldershaw to SEPS on June 6th.
Teachers will be asked for referrals but parents may also request that their child is included in our speech therapy program by Email to me please ( Walton.laureen.e@edumail.vic.gov.au). The priority will be decided by the speech experts on
a needs basis.
Ga Ga Game
Students are very excited about the Ga Ga game which is currently being constructed
beside the chicken shed. Please note that students must keep away from the workmen
at all times.
Indigenous art Installation
We are about to start working on an indigenous art installation using poles and other materials in one of the outdoor spaces in the new landscape at school. We will be working
with paint, piping /poles and aboriginal-inspired art. If you have experience working with
garden art and outdoor sculpture and you would like to be involved or have access to
useful materials, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with level 4 teacher Simon Hargreaves or Laureen.
Plumbers may have pipe off cuts that are a meter or more high – we would welcome
these please. We also need someone to prime the plastic pipes so that they are ready for
the students to get their creative juices flowing. Please let us know if you can spend some
time doing this pre painting.

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAYS
SEPS staff Term 2 2019
These are approved days when teachers are planning and learning to improve their teaching. The
normal teaching programs will continue with replacement teachers.

DATE

Team/Person

April 29th

Support Sheila Pfeffer

May 21st

Level 4,5,6 teams

May 22nd

Foundation

May 23rd

Level 1 / 2 team

May 31st

Level 3 team

June 3rd

Art Julie Van Etten

June 4th

Support Wendy Arkey

June 6th

PE Jack Rosenblatt

June 11th

PE Dave Richardson

June 12th

Perf Arts Connie Attenucci

June 13th

LOTE Josie Briggs

Lost Property
Has our overflowing lost property box reduced in size yet?
PLEASE if your child has misplaced an item of clothing,
lunchbox, or drink bottle please check that they retrieve it.
Everything that comes to school must be named please.
Reminders for the Coming Weeks
Please see the school calendar on the school website to keep updated of events and
activities at Sandy East.
Quote of the week supports our Play Is The Way Program at SEPS:
“Encourage children to question everything. The truth is not passed on. It is continuously
rediscovered and survives rigorous examination.”
Wilson McCaskill
I hope that our SEPS community enjoys another wonderful week of learning and fun at
SEPS.

Principal

SEPS will be celebrating our Asian Neighbours Day on Thursday 13th June in support of
the Mandarin and Japanese LOTE programs. There will be activities held throughout
the day and students will be encouraged to come to school dressed in an oriental
theme (martial arts, kimono, flag colours etc.)
To add to the experience, a special pre-ordered Sushi Lunch is offered. Please see below for details.

Click here to order.

What’s Been Happening at Sandy East This Week?
Foundation
We had a very exciting visitor this week on Tuesday afternoon. Merv, our lovely school
volunteer, brought in his old car and spoke to the Foundation students about life when
he was at school. We have been learning about the differences between past and present in History this term, and absolutely loved getting a turn to sit in Merv’s car.

Level 1 / 2
Week 6 Investigations has been positively delicious! This week customer’s at Café Yay!
and the Rainbow Café! have been treated to new specials including Mum’s Brownies,
Ellie’s Lemon Meringue Pie, Grandma’s Honey Joys, Homemade Lemonade and Apple
Juice. It is great to see students being so creative with their family recipes, linking with our
current history topic of Personal and Family Histories.

Level 1 and 2 students dove straight into the week, writing their persuasive Cold Write titled ‘The Pet’. Students wrote to persuade their teachers that they should be allowed to
have an animal of their choice in their classroom with them. Congratulations to all students for arguing with their most convincing reasons and to all those who wrote wishing
for a dog as it seems you are in luck! Mr. Klvac’s dog, Tommy, completely by coincidence, passed his dog-exams this week meaning he will now be assisting in and around
the school as the SEPS support dog. Hooray! Or perhaps WOOF! Tommy is a playful yet
incredibly calm furry friend to those who already know him, so you would be barking
mad to not be delighted by the news of his new SEPS role.
In Maths, the Level 1 and 2 students are now starting to delve into the depths of Multiplication. Pre-tests have allowed teachers to identify areas of need so that teaching can
be specific and challenging for learners. Lessons will be focussing still on Number, using a
range of visual examples and stories of multiple groups, before moving onto the wonderful visual of arrays. It would be great if you could start spotting arrays in real life with your
children! Below are some images to prompt your thinking….

Sport News
On a cold and windy May morning, 68 of SEPS finest runners, battled for glory at the 2019
Seaside District Cross Country.
Each race consisted of approximately 96 students across the district and we had numerous students place within the top twenty. The following students placed within the top 10
and go on to the division cross country held at Cornish College next week. Best of luck
to:
Archie M 1st 11yo 3000m
Jasper N 2nd 11yo 3000m
Isla M 4th 10yo 2000m

Riley W 6th 10yo 2000m
Congratulations to the SEPS team for showing such resilience, courage and sportsmanship. You represented yourself and SEPS well and should be as proud of yourselves as we
are of you.
Dave Richardson
Physical Education Specialist

SEPS students at Nationals!!!
This week, Giselle T was selected to be part of the Under 12 girls state hockey team.
Giselle along with her team will be competing in the School Sport Australia championships in Bendigo in August. Below is a photo of Giselle in action!
Also, Matty M has qualified for the state athletics team and will be representing School
Sport Victoria at the School Sport Australia 10-12 Years Track and Field Championships in
Darwin in September.
Congratulations Giselle and Matty, best of luck from all of us at SEPS.
Mr Richardson - PE

MONDO RECYLING DONATION HUB
MONDO MONDAYS@ SEPS

Hello SEPS Families
Thanks to those families who have already supported our Mondo recycling program by
popping unwanted/unused items of clothing, accessories, towels, sheets etc. into our
Mondo bins! Remember this hub is located in front of our library and the circular driveway between us and Sandy Secondary College.
All money raised will go towards our sustainability projects so please keep donating!
We also remind you of Mondo Mondays- bring your donations to your child’s classroom
and our environment captains will pop them in the hub for you.
Thanks for your support.
SEPS Sustainability Team

Click here to read the full article

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting
ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why
First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.
Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website.

Read Michael Grose’s latest article—by clicking the INSIGHTS logo below.

Check out the video below to see first hand what Extend
Squad is all about.
Extend Squad - Fantabulous School Holiday Experience!

COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES: The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School
do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

