Nov 14th 2019
It was great to be away with family but also good to
be back with the SEPS community. I’ve come back
at the nitty gritty time of year when we are finalising
staffing and classes. To this end I enclose the structure of our 2020 teaching and learning at SEPS.
Any parents who believe there are educational,
emotional or friendship factors concerning the
placement of their child are encouraged to put in
writing marked ‘Confidential’ for Laureen Walton no
later than Tuesday November 20th or email; walton.laureen.e@edumail.vic.gov.au
NO class requests will be taken into account after
this date.

Upcoming Events & Activities
 31 Oct - 28 Nov - Level 4 Bike Ed
 22 Nov - Foundation Excursion - The
Big Goose


23 Nov - SEPS Seaside
Fair

 28 Nov - Level 6 Market Day
 2 Dec - 11 Dec - Life Ed
 3 Dec - JSC Fundraiser - Fitness Day
 12 Dec - I sea I care Ambassadors
to Rickett’s Point
 12 & 13 Dec - 5/6 Beach Swimming
2020 FOUNDATION TRANSITION
 20 Nov - Meet Your Buddy 2 - 3pm

Classes for 2020
Factors we take into account for establishment of
classes include:

The pedagogy – the way we teach at SEPS in
our learning spaces

Classrooms available on a 1 to 25 ratio (DET requirements) – should be 22 classes but we have
23

P-6 an average of 26 provided that the average class size of 21 is maintained in F-2 – we
have an average of 24 across the school which
always means that the 3-6 classes are larger
than F-2.

We endeavour to provide extra support staff in
the larger classes.

Teachers – SRP (Student Resource Package)
budget based on student enrolment numbers

Our workforce plan for the staff we have at
SEPS which is dependent on our teacher staffing list.

Enrolment numbers – actual children on seats!
1

 27 Nov - Parent Info Night 7pm - Library
 4 Dec - Meet your teacher 9.30 11.00am
SCHOOL COUNCIL
 11 Nov - PFA Meeting
 12 Nov - SC Committee Meetings
 19 Nov - School Council Extraordinary Meeting 7pm
 10 Dec - School Council Meeting /
Dinner - Sandy Yacht Club - 7pm
 12 Dec - PFA Xmas Dinner
HUNGER BUSTER
15 Nov - 0C
29 Nov - 3B
WORKING BEE
Completed for the year.

6 Dec - 0D

Research has consistently shown that after the home environment, it is the quality of
teaching that most directly and powerfully affects the quality of learning outcomes that
students demonstrate.
The key themes of the current ‘The Education State’ include:

The early years are absolutely critical. At SEPS, we ensure teaching support and
1:21 ratios in our junior years reflect this; with additional teaching support where
necessary.

A child’s wellbeing is as important as learning literacy and numeracy. At SEPS, our
focus is on the whole child’s welfare, which is imperative.

Great teaching is more than teaching literacy and numeracy. At SEPS, we build relationships and tailor learning to each child’s interests and social/emotional needs.

All students deserve the same access to a great education. At SEPS, we make sure
that all children receive equity – no child misses out.

Partnerships are vital. At SEPS, we work to develop respectful relationships where
genuine trust and cooperation forms a positive partnership between school and
home.

Students want to be able to see learning and career pathways. At SEPS we inspire
students to follow their passions/interests.

There is a need for consistent measures of student and school performance. At
SEPS we focus on building upon prior knowledge in order to support and challenge
students in their learning.
As educators, we accept responsibility for providing an education which is focused on
the whole child. There is a wide range of ability (approx. 6 years in every class) For example, our NAPLAN achievements show that student’s achievements range over seven
years.








We are differentiating our teaching to cater for this learning in ALL classes through:
Providing a student centred environment based on rich relationships, trust, collaboration, responsibility and participation
Embracing achievement, enterprise and leadership
Valuing creativity and imagination
Encouraging considered problem solving, risk taking and higher order thinking
Embracing student interest through Investigations and Education Research Projects
Developing in students a belief that learning is powerful and valuable – a growth
mindset

Class structures 2020
Foundation to Level 4: All co-educational single level grades

Levels 5 & 6: Five Multi-Grade classes (comprising of a mix of level 5 and 6 students)
The rationale behind creating these 5 / 6 classes is based on the latest commonly accepted educational research findings that no particular structure favours academic performance. Rather, it is the quality of teaching, combined with student interest and engagement that are considered the most important factors in achieving learning outcomes. Multi-age classrooms at the upper primary level have a number of advantages
as they:








Provide more opportunities for leadership and mentoring
Aid in building a sense of community amongst the upper primary levels – the leaders of the school
Provide for a wider range of relationships and social experiences
Ensure differentiation is a focus and each child’s learning needs are met
Challenge a child’s interests and understandings and provide further open ended,
inquiry based learning.

In this type of structure in 5 / 6, the younger children generally aspire to emulate the work
ethic and understandings of the older children, while the older children further develop
their self-confidence through the leadership and mentoring roles that they take on in the
classroom. In life, age stratification does not exist. This structure enables our students to
experience interacting with others - of different age and ability, in order to develop the
whole self. As has happened this year, if there are level specific activities such as Bike Ed,
Market Day, or Graduation student’s move into respective levels to complete these activities.
As professionals, we believe the 2020 structure will benefit all students. Regardless of the
structure, it is the quality and strength of our teachers and the meaningful relationships
they build with your children that remains the primary focus at SEPS.
As always, there will be opportunity for students and parents to have input regarding students who work best together as outlined at the beginning of this newsletter – due by
November 20th.
As is the school’s direction, teachers will work together in professional learning communities as well as (F-6), teams, planning curriculum and programs that accommodate the
needs of our students.
Our modern learning spaces will allow for student interaction, student voice and agency
including collaboration and cooperation with peers.
We look forward to a productive and exciting year of learning for all students at SEPS in
2020.
Predicted Enrolments
There are more parent tours for incoming enrolments and others may decide to move
house and exit from SEPS! So always a moving landscape.

F

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Level 5

4 classes

4 classes

4 classes

3 classes

3 classes

5 classes of 5 / 6 ‘s

Average of 20.4 with a support teacher for 2
days

Level 6

Average of 28 with support teachers to reduce ratios.

Accommodation Our 23 classes will be accommodated in the same learning spaces after our big move when the buildings were handed over. NO more moving – we’re done!

Staffing
With 23 classes our estimated staffing budget includes:


23 full time EFT teachers (some shared classes)



3 Support teachers ( 5 days) - Literacy and Numeracy



2 Learning Specialist Teachers for leadership, coaching, student support as well as
specific projects. Note; Learning Specialists will be released one day each week to
undertake their responsibilities.



Principal and 2 Assistant Principal’s - Russell Watson and Ryan McCulloch



Education support staff - Office, Classrooms, Library, Gardening, Welfare and
Speech



4 Specialist programs

Five classes will have teachers sharing the teaching role which has been successful for us
at SEPS and accommodates those who return to teaching from Family Leave and request part time work.
Staffing - Selection of teachers is now complete and we look forward to welcoming
some new teachers to SEPS who will replace those on leave.
We welcome Megan Ferguson, Dani Pellicori, Sarah Buckingham, Andrew Coutts and
Alana Maslen.
Family leave returnees include: Jana Hain, Lisa Fennessy, Claire Castrillon, Eileen Thompson.
Rhiannon Harris Tudor will be on Family leave along with Michelle Keane and Suzanne
Clarke.
Those on leave or not returning to SEPS for 2020 include Anthony Klvac, Jenny Dare, Aaron Armitage, Tessa Duscher, Connie Antenucci and Robyn Hall.
Johannes Scherpenhuizen returns as Performing Arts teacher next year.
Parents wishing to further discuss any of these aspects please feel free to contact
Laureen Walton – Principal.

Remembrance Day
Our students lead the ceremony in our stadium as we came together to reflect about
the meaning of the day and observe a minute’s silence. At the same time another
group of our students joined the community at Sandringham Station for a ceremony
lead by the Lion’s Club of Sandringham.
Reminders for the Coming Weeks
Please see the school calendar on the school website to keep updated of events and
activities at Sandy East.

VOLUNTEERS - we have many spots to fill and urgently need everyone to
please chip in an hour of their time. Please sign up here:
volunteersignup.org/J9YQM
BAKE STALL - A plate, bag and instructions has been sent home. Please con
tribute to this stall by donating a delicious baked good and dropping it off to
the office on the 22 Nov between 8.45am - 9.30am or 3.00pm - 3.30pm.
FIRST AID - Any first aid qualified people that can give an hour of their time
on the day? Please email sepsfair@gmail.com
Thanks so much,
SEPS Fair Committee

Quote of the week supports our Play Is the Way Program at SEPS:
“Strong friends keep you safe by saying the things you need to hear.”
Wilson McCaskill
I hope that our SEPS community enjoys another wonderful week of learning and fun at
SEPS.
Kind Regards,

Laureen Walton
Principal

FETE update from our Fundraising Team.
Level 5 & 6 SEPS Fair Prizes
Collection Week: Monday 11th – 15th November
Theme: Family Chocolate Blocks
With only a few days to go we are now in full fair preparation mode, which means it's
time for all of us to do a small part to contribute and help make the fair the success we
are hoping for. Each year level has been assigned with a theme for donations to be
used as prizes for the school fair and it would be fantastic if each family could donate
some small items from $1 - $10 that tie into your theme. Kmart and many other retailers
have heaps of inexpensive items that would be perfect. Collection Tubs will be provided
in your children's classrooms during your allocated collection week.

What’s Been Happening at Sandy East This Week?
Foundation
We said our goodbyes to our beautiful bunnies on Friday. We have absolutely loved having them in our classrooms, and learning about living things and what they need to survive. Last week we completed our Term 4 Science learning task, where we built a diorama of our chosen animal’s habitat. It was great to see the Foundation students showcasing their knowledge of living things, and to see their confidence in presenting their dioramas to the class. Look out for your student’s learning task results on Compass.
Have a great week!
Level 1/2
A big congratulations to all the Level 1 and 2 students who auditioned for SEPS Idol. It's
not easy performing in front of a crowd, but you all showed passion and enjoyment as
you performed.
This week the Level 1 and 2 students focused on Recounts in Writing. From discussing
what happened on the weekend, to recounting the sequence of events in a book, the
students have enjoyed working with the 5 W's.
The Level 1 and 2 students have completed
their Mathematics Learning Tasks. They
worked with Financial Maths and various
forms of Measurement, to showcase their SEPS
Green Grocers. Some classes created a role
play with shopkeepers, fresh produce, and
eager customers.
Once again, keep up the awesome work Levels 1 and 2!

Level 3/4
With wind sweeping through the grounds, the Level 3&4 students have shone in a number of areas. Hats off to those students who represented us in the upcoming promotional
video discussing ways in which we work in these innovative spaces. Talking in front of a
camera with a boom mic looming close to your head can be a confronting experience.
Our students spoke with confidence, articulating their views and observations like professionals. TV anchors in the making?!
This week we have begun our final assessments in preparation for report writing and students are working diligently to ensure they are using all of the skills and knowledge they
have amassed this semester.
Please ensure that your child arrives at school with a fully charged laptop as the majority
of our assessments are completed online.
Congratulations to all of those students who participated in the SEPS Idol auditions! The
quality of performances was AMAZING and everyone should be proud of their efforts.
We are all looking forward to the SEPS Seaside Fair on the 23rd of November. Don’t forget
to purchase your unlimited ride wrist band, it’s going to be a super exciting day!
www.sepsseasidefair.com.au

Outdoor Classroom Day

Last Thursday, 7th November, was International Outdoor Classroom Day, which was
greeted, in true Melbourne style, with crazy weather. Despite the rain and wild winds students at Sandy East got to go outside for part of the day and explore and investigate
maths outside our classrooms. Activities included games such as getting into groups of
chosen factors; hands on measuring and hunting for angles; and participating in the
longest jump and recording their distances, to name a few. It was lovely to see our students making connections to the fact that maths is
all around us.
It would be fantastic if parents could
continue to explore
and engage in discussions with their
children about the
many places we
use maths in our everyday lives, e.g. cooking, timetables, speed limits, predicting, rounding, financial budgets, measuring.

Trudy Gau
Numeracy Leader

Remembrance Day

On the 11th of the 11th Eliza, Patrick, Oscar and Tilda went down to Sandringham station
to participate in the Lions Club Remembrance Day ceremony. Each student shared an
original poem reflecting on what Remembrance Day means to them. Thank you Eliza,
Patrick, Oscar and Tilda for representing SEPS in such a positive way.
Enjoy their poems below.
We will remember them
They fought in foreign lands
With courageous hearts and trembling hands
They shed their blood for our freedom

They answered our prayers when we truly needed them
Now the red poppies grow where they once fell.
The stories of their brave sacrifices we must continue to tell
We will remember them
Oscar Holmes
Was it worth it?
Through gunfire and bombshells, we forged unbreakable bonds
Through lost friends and lost homes, we made a better place
For honour and glory, that’s what we used to say
For medals and the family we longed for
We are now home… but at what cost
We mourn our friends and cherish our children
Our time is now gone, lost to the war, was it worth it?
Patrick Wells
They live
Soldiers
Some live among us

Some live only in our hearts
And in our memories
Some will only live in our dreams
And in our imagination
Because they died so that we may live
Tilda Utber

Remember

That dreaded yellow card,
My job of delivery was hard,
I had to break the news,
Tears from people with nothing left to lose
They prayed the guns were going to cease,
Their weary hearts craved peace,
From this hell on earth they begged release,
A new life they wished to lease.
Sadness, aggression, everything violent,
Smokey blasts shellshock – then – silent,
Soldiers from both sides lost in confusion,
Could this just be a terrible illusion?
As the battlefields fell silent all the injured could hear were whimpers of violence.
In the wreckage they lay only to start to rot away.
The trenches of mud filled with blood, the war was finally over.
Our soldier’s weren’t filled with tenacity,
Yet our brothers fought with audacity,
To keep our lives safe and free,
To this day, this still helps me
Lest we forget.
Eliza Hunt

OUR SEPS COFFEE VAN IS GOING GREEN!

Did you know…
It is estimated Australians use 1 billion disposable coffee cups each year.
That's approximately 2,700,000 paper coffee cups thrown out every day!
A bit of a scary thought isn’t it!

In a bid to reduce waste, our lovely SEPS coffee van will soon no longer
serve drinks in disposable cups. Instead, all customers will be served drinks in
ceramic, reusable mugs using an honesty system - either return the cup that
morning or on another day - or else BYO mugs of course. We envisage it will
run a little bit like a ‘cup library’.
The van will also stock a number of the reusable cups with lids that can be
used by students for their delicious hot chocolates. (These will need to be
returned that same morning.)
If you have any old unloved and unused mugs at home, please feel free to
donate them to the van.

Thanks everyone for your support,
From your SEPS Sustainability Team

Click here to view the full article

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting
ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why
First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.
Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website.

Read Michael Grose’s latest article—by clicking the INSIGHTS logo below.

EXTEND NEWSLETTER
What’s Been Happening?
Hello SEPS friends and families!
We’ve had an awesome week at before and after care! This week students have enjoyed engaging in
STEM, well-being and art activities such as creating calming glitter jars, building recycled resource boats,
painting, and participating in a scavenger hunt. These activities saw children demonstrate and further develop their creativity, problem solving, team work, investigative and communication skills.
On Monday we held a scavenger hunt - students enjoyed teaming up with their peers.
On Wednesday we continued our Term 4 Service Project - Health and Wellbeing - by creating calming glitter jars. Students noted that the jars were beautiful and looked like galaxy versions of our oil timers. Reflections and photos of our activities can be found of our Wellbeing Wall, which we hope will be filled with all
our learning by the end of the Term!
On Tuesday students enjoyed doing lots of paintings - we are excited to pin them up on our creation corner and gallery wall!
On Thursday students participating in a STEM construction challenge where they had to use recycled resources to build a boat that could float. Students used their problem solving and investigative skills as they
figured out which materials would float in water and which may sink or break-down. Students also used
their communication and teamwork skills as they worked in small groups and pairs, delegating roles and
responsibilities and collaborating ideas.

During our time outside this week we played lots of group games such as Tiggy, Jailbreak, Number Soccer,
Footy Games, and held a Gaga Ball Tournament.

The Extend Superstar of the week is Faith W…! Faith is the Extend Superstar of the week for confidently and
consistently demonstrating the Extend Expectations and always lending a helping hand to educators. Well
Done Faith!
PS. We all need to remember to bring a spare hat or wear our school hat to After School Care so we can
all be a sun smart crew! You can use your school hat or bring one from home.
Holiday bookings for Summer 2019 are now open! Check out the action-packed timetable at https://
www.extend.com.au/holiday-program/sandringham-east-primary-school
Bethany and the SEPS Crew (:

COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES: The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School
do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

