November 2nd 2017

Community Meetings
SCHOOL VISION
To build a community that empowers, challenges and inspires learners to foster their
creativity and talents, developing the skills to fulfil their dreams in an ever-changing
world.
...THINK...IMAGINE...BECOME...

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,
We have had a very interesting and fun time recently at SEPS being
on the Channel 10 news, the level 2 sleepover, Level 6 students visiting
John Monash Science, Level 3 at Wilko’s presentation at Sandringham College, classes in the Life Ed Van, Level 5 students presenting
their amazing film to the network and our 2018 Foundation students
and parents becoming familiar with their new school.
You can view the Level 5 Bully Stoppers Video here

PFA 9.15am
Nov 13
Facilities 5.15pm
Nov 14
Community School Partnerships 6pm
Nov 14
Fundraising 7pm
Nov 14
eLearning 3pm
Nov 16
Finance 8am
Nov 17
Policy & Planning 3.45pm
Nov 20
School Council 7pm
Nov 21

Channel 10 Weather report
What an exciting afternoon with many of our students returning to
school to meet Mike Larkin to be part of the weather report. Mike interacted with both students and parents in a fun way and everyone
enjoyed his sense of humour. Thanks Mr Mac for organising this for us.

Foundation 2018
Meet the Teachers & Your
2018 Buddy
Nov 21, 2pm—3pm
Parent Information Evening
(children do not attend)
Nov 29, 7pm—8pm
Meet Your 2018 Teacher
Dec 5, 9.05am—10.30am
Christmas Carols
Wednesday December 6

STEMTASTIC breakfast. See attached flyer.
Dr Hamish Innes-Brown and Dr Sophie Payne will attend the breakfast
presentation on Thursday 23rd Nov 2017 commencing at 8:00
(SPEAKING TO THE COMMUNITY) and at 9:00 they will speak with the
level 5 & 6 STUDENTS.
Look forward to all interested staff, family, friends and community
booking for this inaugural event.

Successful Grant from Bendigo Bank.
We have been awarded $2000 for our Go Play training for level 5 students to implement next year
which supports our Resilience Program. We will need to add around $1000 as well but a great contribution from Bendigo Bank. We are training all level 5 students which involves two days training for two
groups of level 5’s.
2018 Planning
Class structures 2018
Foundation to Level 4: All co-educational single level grades
Levels 5 & 6: All Multi-Grade classes (comprising of a mix of Grade 5 and 6 students)
There will be 5 classes in total of 5 / 6 students
3 x co-educational multi-grade classes and 2 x boys only multi-grade classes
The rationale behind creating these 5 / 6 classes is based on the latest commonly accepted educational research findings that no particular structure favours academic performance. Rather, it is the
quality of teaching, combined with student interest and engagement that are considered the most
important factors in achieving learning outcomes.
Multi-age classrooms at the upper primary level have a number of advantages as they:
Provide more opportunities for leadership and mentoring
Aid in building a sense of community amongst the upper primary levels – the leaders of the
school
Provide for a wider range of relationships and social experiences
Ensure differentiation is a focus and each child’s learning needs are met
Challenge a child’s interests and understandings and provide further open ended, enquiry
based learning.
In this type of structure, the younger children generally aspire to emulate the work ethic and understandings of the older children, while the older children tend to further develop their self-confidence
through the leadership and mentoring roles that they take on in the classroom.
In life, age stratification does not exist. This structure enables our students to experience interacting
with others - of different age and ability, in order to develop the whole self.
As has happened this year, if there are level specific activities such as Bike Ed (level 5) or Market Day
(Level 6), students move into respective levels to complete these activities.
We are fortunate that the boys’ only classes will be in the three classrooms along the staffroom corridor, giving them additional space for engaging smaller groups. The girls will also benefit from a gender balanced classroom.
As professionals, we believe the 2018 structure will benefit all students. Regardless of the structure, it is
the quality and strength of our teachers and the meaningful relationships they build with your children
that remains the primary focus at SEPS.
As always, there will be opportunity for students and parents to have input regarding students that
work best together. The newsletter will advise when this feedback is due.
As is the school’s direction, teachers will (as always) work together in all teams (F-6), planning curriculum and programs that accommodate the needs of our students.
Our modern learning spaces allow for student interaction and collaboration. Students and staff have
offered extensive feedback that responds positively to this year’s learning spaces.
We look forward to a productive and exciting year of learning for all students at SEPS in 2018.
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Predicted Enrolments 2018
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26.2
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Numbers are current but there are more parent tours for incoming enrolments and others may decide to move house and exit from SEPS! So always a moving landscape.
Classes 2018
Please see attached link explaining the teaching at SEPS across the school.
“Classes for 2018”
Any parents who believe that there are educational, emotional or friendship factors concerning the
placement of your child that the class teacher is not aware of, can put it in writing marked
‘Confidential’ for Laureen Walton no later than November 13th or email
walton.laureen.e@edumail.vic.gov.au
NO class requests will be taken into account after this date.

If your family is moving house, your child has a scholarship or there is any other reason they will not
return in 2018, we need to know ASAP please.
Accommodation
With the new Mod 10 we will have enough classrooms for 23 classes.
Staffing
With 23 classes staffing budget is very tight this year and includes:
23 full time EFT teachers ( some shared classes)
2 Literacy and Numeracy Support teachers
1 EAL Support Teacher ( English as Additional Language )
2 Leading Teachers out of classroom for whole school leadership, coaching, student support
as well as specific projects ( UMNOS, Respectful Relationships, Resilience )
Prin and AP
Education support staff in office, library, gardening, student support
4 specialists teachers
Three classes will have teachers sharing the teaching role which has been successful for us at SEPS
and accommodates those who return to teaching from Family Leave and request part time work.
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STEAM Challenge
On Friday the 27th we as grade 5’s took on the leadership role to run the STEAM challenge. All grade
5’s taught a class in groups of two or three and students had to make the tallest tower only using,
25 pieces of spaghetti and 1 meter of tape but the challenge was the tower had to be strong
enough to hold a marshmallow on the top. Some people surprised us with how high their tower
was, like some grade ones whose tower was really tall, one was even 68cm! The whole school had
so much fun and everybody learned something new.
We enjoyed being given the role of being the teacher we look forward to doing it again in the future. Most people said that they loved the grade 5’s teaching the STEAM challenge and other people said ‘the grade 5’s mad it much more fun’. Thanks to Alex and Georgie for this report.
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SEPS Production Report
School Council has recognised the amazing work that Mr Scherpenhuizen put into the school production which was certainly one of a kind!
His goal was to use any surplus funds for the new Performing Arts building once the Master Plan is
completed. Johannes’s wish list included: Retractable seating bay, upgrade of old instruments, Lighting and sound Alex Rig, Tarquet floor roll, and Stage blocks. This list will not all be funded but when
we get our Performing Arts room Johannes will look at a priority list.
There was a surplus this year mainly because of all the time that Johannes spent with the children
due to his hands on drama focus. There was no copyright required as the students created the original text themselves. CRT release as in previous years was not feasible. His focus was to allow for minimal disruption to other staff wherever possible. Johannes built many pieces himself, he recycled from
previous years and was VERY frugal as he has been used to a shoestring budget at previous schools.
So a big thank you to Mr Scherpenhuizen for such a commitment and focus on the future needs at
SEPS.

I hope that our SEPS community enjoys another wonderful week of learning and fun.

Laureen Walton
Principal—Sandringham East Primary School
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Keep Up to Date with current events by clicking on the Calendar
icon to the right.
Term 4 Calendar now available!
Please note changes/additions:
November 10th: Remembrance Day Assembly 2.45pm
November 29th: Parent Helpers Morning Tea 10.40am
December 19th: Level 5/6 End of Year Celebration (was Dec 19th)
December 20th: Levels 1-6 2018 Meet your Teacher classes

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT SANDY EAST THIS WEEK?

Foundation
The Foundation students have been hard at work in week 4. They have been consolidating and expanding their knowledge and showing us just how much they have learnt.
In Maths, we have been looking at the relationship between addition and subtraction along with our
place value focus. In Reading, the students have been continuing to improve both their fluency and
comprehension skills. In Writing, we have been learning to write information reports. The students are
also enjoying learning all about different animal classifications and their habitats in Science. Next
week, the students are really excited to put some of their knowledge to use when we have our Zoo
Comes to You incursion. It promises to be lots of educational fun!
Just another reminder that all students will need to bring a labelled (name & class) shoebox or a box
of similar size and strength to school by next week. We will be using these for students to create a
model habitat diorama as part of their Term 4 Learning Task. If anybody works in a shoe store or has
extras, they’d be much appreciated.
Foundation Team

Level 1 & 2
The Level 1 and 2 team welcomed Harold the Giraffe and Channel 10 news to school this week as
the students learnt about making good friends and what goes on behind the scenes of a TV programme. Harold was his usual informative self, entertaining the students with stories and even making
an appearance on the news with them.
The maths task continues this week with the students looking at the ways we use money and how to
create a healthy lunch for a budget. In writing, we have been having great fun learning to write a
procedure on how to babysit a grandpa, so parents they are ready for you to have a well-earned
night off! In reading we have been looking at creating mental images to help with their reading and
they have shown that they have wonderful imaginations.
We hope you have enjoyed your week.

Thanks from the Level 1 and 2 Team
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Level 3 & 4
What we are learning By: Connie
In writing, we are focussing on biographies. We made two biographies - one on a person you know
and another on a sports person. We have all chosen sports people to write about.
In science, we are looking at force (push and pull). When the Grade 3s went to visit Wilko we used
balloons and made origami to learn about forces. Unfortunately, two balloons popped while we
were inside!
In P.E, we are doing lacrosse and it is fun. Some classes will be playing lacrosse matches in the next
couple of weeks! I like playing lacrosse because it is fun to throw the ball to people.
Wilko Science Museum By: Angeline
On Tuesday October 31, the Level 3 students went to Sandringham College to see a space presentation by the lovely year 10s. They set up a museum based on questions we had asked them at the
end of term 3, 2017. Some of the questions were:
How hot is the sun?
What is a star?
Why is it so dark at night?
Do aliens exist?
We received a book and wrote about 4 presentations which we visited. There were about 14
presentations. Some presentations had candy (two had Mars bars!) and some didn’t.
One presentation was about why Pluto is no longer a planet. Another one told us that it is dark at
night because the sun is on the other side of the earth and the moon is facing us at that time of day.
Most people went around in pairs to see the posters. It was more fun with a partner because we
could talk about each presentation.
Level 3 and 4 Team

Level 5 & 6
Cooking
This week in cooking, level 5/6C made delicious vegetarian pasta. Using freshly picked greens from
our SEPS garden, the students were split into houses and challenged to make a beautiful Neapolitan
sauce to serve with pasta and crispy kale chips. The kale chips were made by drizzling kale leaves
with olive oil and putting them in the oven for 10 minutes. Level 5/6C did a brilliant job of finely
chopping the onions, tomatoes, silverbeet, as well as carrots. The end results were mouth-watering,
but the winners of the challenge were Sturt (Judged by Mr Marco). It is safe to say that students’ efforts were outstanding.
By Mitta
Cont.
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John Monash Science School
This week in level 6 some students were selected to go to Monash University’s John Monash Science
School to explore and discover Science inside and out. The students were put into groups and each
group had to make a windmill capable of lifting a cup with weights up to a table. Making it was very
challenging for most teams, but after many adjustments, teams began to make more progress with
their designs. They considered the blade formations, e.g. how they formed it with curves and bends of
the cardboard. Later on in the day the students went to a presentation from the fellow students of the
John Monash Science School telling the children about forms of marine biology, filling the student’s
brains with knowledge. Thank you John Monash.
By Oliver T

Life Ed
Once again, the Life Ed Van has taken place at SEPS. Across these last two weeks Life Ed has been
teaching students about their bodies and life experiences not to mention taking a look at Harold! This
playful giraffe has visited S.E.P.S many times over the years. We have been learning things like, how
your bodies work, how to take care of them, and what and not to eat and drink. S.E.P.S students all
enjoyed their hundred minutes with Harold the giraffe and learning about their bodies. The level 5 and
6s have been learning about alcohol and how it travels through our bodies, how we get rid of it, what
amount of alcohol we are allowed to consume to be able to drive etc. Facts that we already knew
and just learnt were all fascinating to us and we were intrigued by how interactive everything was. All
of S.E.P.S is excited for next year to learn a whole new topic.
By Evie

STEAM Challenge
Over the past few weeks, and in the coming weeks, Levels 5 and 6 have created and competed in
STEAM Challenges. Generally these are tasks to challenge you and a few friends in a group to compete with other groups. Our most recent one was very frustrating, but awesome when you finally got
it done. It was created by Level 5s and called the Marshmallow Challenge. Participants were given
raw spaghetti straws, a metre of tape, a time limit, and a marshmallow. The goal was to create the
tallest structure with the marshmallow on top without falling. The spaghetti could be broken, but not
taped back together with the original piece, and other rules applied that varied the difficulty. It was a
task to expand the students’ thinking, to create structures, and to work with teammates. And even
after it was done, your team had to self asses themselves on a given rubric, on the following:
Co-Operation
Listening to Others’ Ideas
To Work Productively
And the Overall Height
There is definitely going to be more like this sooner or later, so stay tuned to learn more about what we
do here in the Senior School.
Ollie C
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Physical Education
There has been a lot going on across PE and sport this term for all grades.
Level's 5 & 6 have commenced their Sport Education sessions and House Sports competition on a
Friday morning with modified European Handball.
Level 3-6 Run Club on Tuesdays 1-1.25 where we track students distances across the term.
Whole school ALF community clinics
Foundation gymnastics, focussing on balance, shapes and safety
Looking forward to a fun and productive rest of term.
Dave Richardson - PE Teacher

Art
Thanks to all the wonderful families who have donated boxes and other junk material for our construction zone this year. We now have enough supplies so please do not send any more until 2018.
Your support for our art program has meant that not only do your children get to create and use
their imagination in art, but also learn a valuable lesson in recycling, up cycling and looking after
our world!
Thanks again- Julie Van Etten, Visual Art.

Sandy East Extra Curricula Activities
Chess Club
Last Friday these awesome chess kids had great success at the Victorian inter-school chess semifinals held at Mercillin College in Bulleen. The team consisted of Chey , Ethan , Owen , Millie and
Anthony . All played really well in a tough competition and missed out on going through to the
grand final by only 3 points. An improved result
on last year and they should be super proud of
themselves.
Well done team!
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2018 Parent Buddy Program
In 2018 the SEPS Parent Buddy Program will be running again. This is a great way to assist new families to our school community settle in and feel welcome. If you would like to be a part of this program please complete and return the form below. We encourage everyone to get involved.
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PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help successfully raise
confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial
and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why First Borns Rule
the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia. Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website.
Read Michael Grose’s latest article—‘Managing Christmas Chaos as a Sole Parent’ by clicking the INSIGHTS logo below.

COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES: The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School do not
endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

FOSTER CARERS NEEDED
If you have thought about foster care, please get in touch and ask the questions you have
always wanted to.
Ring:

Key Assets 1800 932 237 or 1800 WE CARE

Email:

info@keyassets.com.au

Web:

canifoster.com.au or keyassets.com.au

What will happen: Interested families would receive a brochure, information and no pressure!
For flyers/poster or other information, including a Key Assets representative to visit and talk to your
community, please call or email to discuss how you can help.
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