November 9th 2017

Community Meetings
SCHOOL VISION
To build a community that empowers, challenges and inspires learners to foster their
creativity and talents, developing the skills to fulfil their dreams in an ever-changing
world.
...THINK...IMAGINE...BECOME...

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,
Sad loss for SEPS as Von Singleton is retiring next year.
A HUGE loss is Vonnie from the office. She has been an integral part of
Sandy East for 20 years. She was an amazing Library technician until
we saw an option for her to move into the office. Von has been an
outstanding marketing person ( unbeknown to her ) and so often we
have had positive and glowing comments particularly from new parents complementing on the reception that they have experienced at
SEPS. As a staff team member Von is always considerate of others
and thinks ahead. Her bright and friendly personality and work with us
all will be sorely missed. We wish her all the best particularly with her
devotion to her grandson and I’m sure there will be more adventurous travels as well as socializing with family and friends. Von has so
many talents and will certainly find lots to occupy her in the years
ahead. The staff and parent community will certainly miss Von’s positivity and personally I will miss Von dearly – her devotion, loyalty and
selflessness is something very special.
The Bully stoppers video was launched last week to the Beachside
cluster – and feedback is fantastic – well done all. We invite all
parents to open the link below and celebrate the amazing talents of
our students and staff. The message is very powerful and I encourage
you to discuss the film with your children.
You can view the Level 5 Bully Stoppers Video here

2018 Education Contributions information will be

released on Compass tomorrow
Friday 10th November
Learning Walks
Students may have come home and commented about the visitors
of teachers to their classrooms. Our SEPS teachers have been observing the learning of students in each level which is a great professional

PFA 9.15am
Nov 13
Facilities 5.15pm
Nov 14
Community School Partnerships 6pm
Nov 14
Fundraising 7pm
Nov 14
eLearning 3pm
Nov 16
Finance 8am
Nov 17
Policy & Planning 3.45pm
Nov 20
School Council 7pm
Nov 21

Foundation 2018
Meet the Teachers & Your
2018 Buddy
Nov 21, 2pm—3pm
Parent Information Evening
(children do not attend)
Nov 29, 7pm—8pm
Meet Your 2018 Teacher
Dec 5, 9.05am—10.30am
Christmas Carols
Wednesday December 6

development experience. It has been wonderful to see engaged focused children who know their
learning goals and can confidently talk about their learning.
Yesterday the Level teachers completed a Learning Walk through the Foundation area during Investigations. We saw students engaged in a wide range of experiences and each child was able to explain how their investigation was linked to the learning intentions for this week. The Learning Walk
team engaged with students who were writing stories, labelling pictures, reading books, designing
and creating animals and buildings, exploring dramatic play experiences, practising their spelling, skip
counting by 2s, solving addition and subtraction equations and enjoying their learning. We also saw
students using a range of speaking and listening skills and our Play is the Way strategies.
During our debrief teachers raised the comment about how it would also be beneficial for parents to
observe student’s learning. Some parents may remember that we did this in previous years and we
are happy to again offer this opportunity.
Parents must complete the booking form below and drop it into the office, so that we can balance
the number on any particular Investigations tour, and you will be notified of your tour date.
Please make several choices of dates that suits you.
Parent Name

Email address

Mobile

Mark dates below that suit for your parent tour. NO toddlers please. Adults only.
Parents please meet in staffroom at 9am on your notified tour day for a briefing.
Choose all possible dates that suit you by highlighting those suitable below
Tuesday 9am

Foundation Nov 14th

Foundation Nov 28th

Tuesday 9am

Level 1 & 2 Nov 21st

Level 1 & 2 Nov 28th

Wednesday 9am

Foundation Nov 29th

Foundation Dec 6th

Thursday 9am

Level 1 & 2 Nov 16th

Level 1 & 2 Nov 23rd

Remembrance Day
Mrs Smith will support several students at the Lions Club Ceremony at Sandringham Station at 11am
on 11th November. All are welcome to attend this ceremony.
Our own SEPS ceremony will be this Friday afternoon at 2.45pm with parents welcome to attend.
Great efforts from 4A
Thursday the 16th of November (at lunch time) marks the day that representatives from 4A will receive
buzz cuts (1-4) in an effort to raise money for research into prostate cancer. Prostate cancer is the
second most common cancer in men worldwide and as a class we are attempting to raise $500 for
research. We are already, as I write, above the $1000 mark due to the generosity of the SEPS
community. We have even received donations from Ireland. So if you are inclined to help us with this
important fundraising you can simply donate at https://mobro.co/sepsbuzzcuts .
Research supporting Independent Reading
Last Monday the UMNOS team attended a day of learning with Di Snowball – the guru on literacy
teaching. Enclosed below some interesting snippets about the importance of reading.
2

Multiple research studies provide important information about factors that influence students’ reading development. Research supports Independent Reading as a means to increase comprehension, vocabulary, fluency and background knowledge. The amount of time a student spends reading
independently is directly related to his/her reading gains. The amount of time students
spend in independent reading is the best predictor of reading achievement and also the best predictor of the amount of gain in reading achievement made by students. Students who spend time
reading independently also tend to score higher on all subject area achievement tests.
SEPS students “Drop Everything And Read” – DEAR . I often visit classrooms and see students enjoying reading. One student commented that it’s great to read as it also helps us with or writing!
To best support students, books need to be readily available through home and classroom collections and school libraries. Classroom libraries give students immediate access, a factor likely to increase the amount of voluntary reading students do both in school and at home. Key factors that
consistently differentiate between students with high reading achievement scores and low reading
achievement scores focus on access and availability of books: large school libraries, large classroom libraries, regular book borrowing, frequent independent reading and frequent reading aloud
by teachers. The same factors influence the likelihood of students enjoying reading and doing lots
of voluntary reading.
The types of texts available (both print and digital) are as important as easy access. Classroom libraries have library books, student-written books, magazines, newspapers, brochures, pamphlets
and other environmental print of interest to the students; content area classrooms have factual
and fiction books, magazines, journals and newspapers relevant to the topics of study. Home can
also provide this wide range of reading materials to support and encourage students.
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STEMTASTIC breakfast. See attached flyer(page 9)
Dr Hamish Innes-Brown and Dr Sophie Payne will attend the breakfast presentation on Thursday 23rd Nov 2017 commencing at 8:00 (SPEAKING TO THE COMMUNITY) and at 9:00 they will speak with the level 5 & 6 STUDENTS.
Look forward to all interested staff, family, friends and community booking for this inaugural event.

Play Training
Play training for level 5 students, to be implemented next year, supports our Resilience Program. We
appreciate the contribution from Bendigo Bank. We are training all level 5 students which involves
two days training for two groups of level 5’s.
Class structures 2018
Foundation to Level 4 will all be co-educational single level grades
Levels 5 & 6: will be all Multi-Grade classes (comprising of a mix of Grade 5 and 6 students)
There will be 5 classes in total of 5 / 6 students consisting of 3 co-educational multi-grade classes
and 2 x boys only multi-grade classes
As professionals, we believe the 2018 structure will benefit all students. Regardless of the structure, it
is the quality and strength of our teachers and the meaningful relationships they build with your children that remains the primary focus at SEPS.
As always, there is now opportunity for students and parents to have input regarding students that
work best together. Any parents who believe that there are educational, emotional or friendship
factors concerning the placement of your child that the class teacher is not aware of, can put it in
writing marked ‘Confidential’ for Laureen Walton no later than November 13th or email walton.laureen.e@edumail.vic.gov.au
NO class requests will be taken into account after this date.
If your family is moving house, your child has a scholarship or there is any other reason they will not
return in 2018, we need to know ASAP please.
COMPASS Term 4 Learning Task timeline
Week 8 – F-6 Learning Tasks

Friday December 1- Learning task visible to parents

Week 9 - Specialist Learning Tasks

Friday December 8 - Learning task visible to parents

I hope that our SEPS community enjoys another wonderful week of learning and fun.

Laureen Walton
Principal—Sandringham East Primary School
COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Keep Up to Date with current events by clicking on the Calendar icon to
the right.
Please note changes/additions:
December 5th: PFA Dinner—Brown Cow 7pm - RSVP 24/11/17
December 19th: Level 5/6 End of Year Celebration (was Dec 20th)
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TENDY AWARD WINNERS THIS WEEK!
We congratulate the superstars of 2D on your wonderful team effort for
attendance! Keep up the Good Work!

2D

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT SANDY EAST THIS WEEK?

Foundation
The Foundation students had a wonderful visit from some very special animal friends this week when
they participated in the Wild Action, Zoo Comes to You incursion. They were able to get up close and
personal with some of the animals we have been learning about in our Science unit in this hands on
experience. It is safe to say that they loved every second of it! The highlight for each child was the opportunity for them to each hold and handle one of the animals – even the teachers got in on the
action.
Back in the classroom, the students have been working hard on consolidating their understanding of
place value and addition/subtraction in Maths. They have also been writing some amazing information reports on the animals they are learning about and showing
us their amazing reading skills. We are very proud to see how much
the students have grown.
The students will begin working on their Science Learning Tasks next
week so if you have not done so, please send in a named shoebox
ASAP.
Foundation Team
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Level 1 & 2
A warm welcome from the Grade 1 and 2 teachers in week 5. This week is a short week due to the race
that stops the nation. On Monday we had some great fun investigating the Melbourne Cup day designing our own jockey silks, having a horse race and working out prize money.
We are continuing to improve our knowledge on procedure writing and the students enjoyed creating
a musical instrument. Our maths is focusing on calendars and being able to identify the correct day.
We wish you a wonderful week ahead.
Grade 1 and 2 team

Level 3 & 4
Life Education – By: Olivia
The Grade 3 and 4 Life Education was about medicine and helping Harold with his job at the pharmacy
because he did not know anything about it. We learnt about different sickness people can get. Furthermore, we learnt how certain medicine (like Nurofen) work.
My lovely sister is in Grade One and their life education experience was about friendship. There was a
silver sparkly box and they had to sit in a circle. Then they opened it and there was a mirror showing
their reflection. They learned that it is important to show respect to yourself and other people.
I hope you enjoyed reading my little part of the newsletter this week.
Biographies & VCOP- By: Sienna C
Throughout the last couple of weeks the Level 3 and 4 students have been learning how to write interesting biographies. We learnt that writing information on a person’s early life or using rhetorical questions
can interest the reader. An example of a rhetorical question could be ‘do you know who the most famous female tennis player is?’
We are also learning about how to use VCOP in our writing. I find WOW words are important to use in
writing pieces because they make the reader interested in your story. Some of my favourite WOW words
are: gloomy, furious, bitter and despairing.
Health- By: Daisy
In health, we are learning about keeping our bodies healthy through a balanced diet and exercise.
Some of Daisy’s health tips:
-You need to have two different fruits each day and have at least five vegetables.
-On your plate, it is a good idea to have 1/3 of your plate filled with fruits and vegetables, 1/3 of the
plate with protein and 1/3 with grains.
-You also need to have a big drink of water multiple times a day.
-It is also important to exercise multiple times a week if you can.
-You need to keep your mental thoughts healthy (by thinking of helpful thoughts and keeping your
brain active).
-Avoid junk food (limit the amount the junk food you eat).
-Get fresh air every now and then.
Level 3 and 4 team
6

Level 5 & 6
Market Day
The Level Sixes will soon be holding Market Day at SEPS on November 30th. There will be posters put up
in the school to advertise some students’ stalls. So keep an eye out! And also, there will be SEPS Idol in
which students will perform an act in front of the school and may win 1st, 2nd or 3rd (there may be
special mentions). Start thinking of your SEPS Idol act, as auditions will take place in the next couple of
weeks.
By Kai
Transition
Last week the Grade 6s where interviewed by a high school teacher called Anita.
She spoke about all the changes from primary and just how big High School can be. Many questions
were asked by the Grade 6s and they were all answered. Anita’s goal was to reassure the Grade 6s
about the transition and that is exactly what she did. It was a very enjoyable time.
By Adam
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Art
Can you believe our Artsfest was a whole year ago? We are very excited to have purchased lots
of wonderful new items for our art room from the money raised, and 4B are here to show off some
of our special purchases.
Many of these are big ticket items which are making life in the art room easier and more fun. These
include a giant guillotine, a paper slicer, a polystyrene cutter, a large laminator, lots of wonderful
picture story books for art provocations, and some large sets of Derwent Artist Pencils. Thanks again
everyone for your support of our art program.
Julie Van Etten,
Visual Art.
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2018 Parent Buddy Program
In 2018 the SEPS Parent Buddy Program will be running again. This is a great way to assist new families to our school community settle in and feel welcome. If you would like to be a part of this program please complete and return the form below. We encourage everyone to get involved.
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Extend OSHC at Sandringham East Primary School

Recap:
During the last week we got very creative and played lots of team sports. We made pictures with coloured salt
that had the effect of ice. We then made our own friendship bracelets and slime stress balls. We finished the
week off becoming chefs and making some yummy honey joys. They were delicious!
Caitlin and the team at Extend
Our Extend Superstar is...
Phoebe C. for being a great team member at Extend and helping others out. Keep the up the good work!
Next week’s activities:
Monday 13th November
Origami
Tuesday 14th November
Painting
Wednesday 15th November
Plate masks
Thursday 16th November
Finger knitting
Friday 17th November
Pom pom making
PARENT PORTAL: extend.com.au
Share Kindness Project
We have some exciting news, during the month of November all Extend services across Australia will participate in the Share Kindness Project.
The Share Kindness Project encourages children, their families and the school community to perform acts of
kindness. It is based on individual, family-based and also community-based acts of kindness (proven with a
photos).
'Kindness Credits' are raised according to the below scale:
INDIVIDUAL acts = 1 kindness credit
FAMILY-based acts = 5 kindness credits
COMMUNITY-based acts = 10 kindness credits
The Extend program that raises the most Kindness Credits (measured against service attendances) will win
$1000 towards their chosen charity!
If you are carrying out any of the above, please take photos and send them to the service email so your service can receive kindness credits.
For more information visit Extend' s website: extend.com.au
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PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help successfully raise
confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial
and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why First Borns Rule
the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia. Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website.
Read Michael Grose’s latest article—‘How much is too much to tell our kids?’ by clicking the INSIGHTS
logo below.

COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES: The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School do not
endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

15

16

17

