Oct 11th 2019

Upcoming Events & Activities

Dear Parents, Students and Friends,
What a big day! A huge thank you to the parents who
provided food for the events and for those who made
tea/coffees on the day which was very much appreciated. Thank you to the teachers who trained the children for their performances. Teachers ensured that
they supported students and leadership which was appreciated.
Special Friends Day
It was so great to see many special friends - grandparents relatives, parents, neighbours of our students, who
look forward to this day as we celebrate their learning
and show off their school. There was so much to show
off this year. Our new buildings are complete.
Most of the school are in new learning spaces as of a
few weeks ago. We had morning tea in style this year!
Book fair was on again in the library. And special
friends had a chance to enjoy our lovely retractable
seating funded by our parent community.
Special Friends took the time to ask about student’s
learning and how they feel about the new facilities.
They toured the landscaped area and the
mounds, and asked
about the ga ga
game, and the eggs
that hatched earlier
this year and are now
our laying hens. There
was so much to talk
about. We appreciate
that our wider school
community show so
much support for our
students, thank you all.
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 14 Oct - 16 Oct 3/4 Camp
 14 Oct - Foundation Rabbits Arrive
 16 Oct - Transition Tea Party
 17 Oct - Japan Tour Information
Evening - 7pm - Library
 18 Oct - Bike Ed 5/6
 22 Oct - 1-1 Laptop Parent Info
Night 6-7pm
 23 Oct - Teeth on Wheels
 23 Oct - Transition Visit the Specialist 9.30 - 10.30am
 25 Oct - Level 2 Sleepover
 28 Oct - Lvl 1 Museum Excursion
 30 Oct - Lvl 2 Museum Excursion
SCHOOL COUNCIL
 14 Oct - PFA Meeting
 15 Oct - SC Committees
 22 Oct - School Council Meeting
HUNGER BUSTER
25 Oct - 1D

15 Nov - 0C

1 Nov - 0A

29 Nov - 3B

8 Nov - 0B

6 Dec - 0D

WORKING BEE
13 Nov - Foundation
10 Nov - Whole School

Then at 2pm there was our Grand Opening – From Principal Laureen Walton.
We welcomed our amazing Sandy East school community represented by:










The most important people – our students who are supported by their teachers, office staff, education support and parents.
Member for Southern Metropolitan Legislative Assembly Mr Enver Erdogan
Member for Sandringham Brad Rosewell and retiring member Murray Thompson
Current and past School Councillors. Lovely to see Geoff McRobinson who made
such a contribution as SC President for many years.
Current and past SC presidents Alida Williams and Belinda Wilson.
Principal Class Colleagues who are always a great support network.
Our school neighbours, Bayside Council (Cr Evans is a Sandy East grandparent too),
Sandringham Lions and Rotary
Ex staff, Assistant Principals, students and parents who have a special connection to
SEPS - it’s great to see your return today.
All friends of Sandy East and our school community.

I have a message from John Lescohier president of SC in 2001 when I was appointed. He
says:
Sandringham East family. I send best wishes and pride at having 2 sons as graduates of
the school. It was heart-warming to see them thrive at SEPS. As a contributor as a School
Councillor I continue to be proud of the vast accomplishments and very gratified that
the staff and parent community continue the fine tradition of excellence – congratulations and well done all.
Thanks John.

We are all here for one reason – to celebrate
the achievement of the building project which
was long overdue and one the community
have fought for, over 18 years! As John points
out great schools are about excellence in
teaching and learning not just buildings – however buildings set the learning spaces for students to thrive.
We are so proud of the building result which is
due to so many people who I would like to recognise now – an outstanding team effort.


We note that Minister Merlino could not attend today but hopefully will visit on October 23rd to see our school.



We wouldn’t be here today without the $7.8 million funding from the current Government advocated by Philip Dalidakis who through his commitment and persistence gained this success for our school.
It was a great day in December 2017 when Philip rang and said Ho Ho Ho – what a
Christmas present!





We are pleased to see Philip’s replacement here today in Mr Enver Erdogan – thank
you for showing your interest in Sandy East.



How fortunate that architect Wayne Stephens and his team from ClarkHopkinsClark
were appointed to design and manage the project. Wayne has so much understanding about how students learn, supported by Liz Kuiper and Olivier Wong. We
love the design and your dedication to achieve a great job.



2 Construct, our builders have done a fantastic build – quality workmanship and
great people to work with- Aaron and Tom are with us today. We appreciate that
they understood the workings of a school. Foreman Ron kept the community updated and fortnightly site meetings with builders and architects was excellent with
communication relayed to community through the newsletter.



The project couldn’t have been so successful without the support and help of Sandringham College who were unbelievable.
They allowed access for concrete trucks, deliveries, cranes and so much more
through their driveway which made it safer for our SEPS students.
The use of classrooms at the college was a lifesaver for us which we so appreciated. Thank you Principal Amy Porter and staff.






It’s hard to remember back but the decanting was an amazing effort led by staff,
then Assistant Principals, Genevieve Casonato, Karen Roberts and Michelle Smith.
With 5 containers on site there was much to store and dare I say a few skips of old
and unwanted items went to new places.



Previous Assistant Principal’s Kendra Parker and Pam Anderson were committed to
achieve better facilities for SEPS and are here with us today along with Kate Hornsby – all instrumental in leading our professional learning about how to use our spaces to benefit students.



The flexibility of students and staff to work in less than ideal situations for 18 months
demonstrated resilience and a belief that we can achieve anything.



The school community funded the retractable seating which you are enjoying today, air conditioning in classrooms, the Audio visual projector in the stadium, the
landscaping, outdoor seating and CCTV cameras to keep the site secure….. almost
$400,000. So much fundraising by so many people over so many years.



Leadership and all staff showed their commitment to SEPS working together on our
common goal – how proud am I to be so blest to lead this team.



And finally there was moving week when all hands were on deck with staff working
so hard to recreate their learning environments, after which a sense of calm, pride
and commitment to learning permeated the whole school community.

A heartfelt thank you to all the wonderful people who together achieved an amazing
legacy for the future students and community of Sandy East.
Belinda Wilson – past School Council President
First of all, I want to say what an honour it is to speak
today, on behalf of all past families, school council
presidents and school council members who have
travelled the long journey we have all travelled in order to have this amazing facility today.
To be honest, I’m very overwhelmed, to see the finished project of something I personally put my heart
and soul into for 8 years. It’s such an incredible feeling.
This has been a long journey. In fact, it started 18
years ago, in 2001 when Laureen was told by the Regional facilities Manager, that half the school should
be bulldozed. It was a school full of old wooden
buildings, a Bristol built after the war and part of the
closed Highett Primary, all glued together.
In 2002/2003 the school council funded their first master plan, which was presented to
the department of Education, with no success.
One of the problems was that Laureen never allowed the school to go to rack and ruin.
We painted, repaired and patched, and from the outside, everything looked ok, however, underneath, everything was falling apart.
In 2010, I decided to take on the role of PFA president and school council member.
“How hard could it be, we will have these plans approved in a year or so” I said to myself. Bridie was in grade 3, Kane was in grade 1 and Ned was starting school in another
year. My kids were going to reap the benefits of all our hard work and enjoy the amazing new facilities. Little did I know what the next 8 years had ahead.

We engaged with the community, had parent meetings, staff workshops, interviewed
the kids, and Wayne, from Clarke Hopkins Clarke presented master plan number two
that was amazing. We meet with Politicians from both sides of politics, we met with Ministers we met with shadow ministers. We passed stage 1 of the planning process, we
passed stage 2, we also passed stage 3 of the planning progress. And just before we
were given the green light to receive funding, the government changed, and we were
back to square one.
In 2014, master plan number 3 began, again, funded by the school council. Thanks
again to Wayne, we made the requirements and presented our plans to the department. Again, we met with both sides of politics, and with an election looming, we embarked on school tours and presentations to any politician who would listen.
The government changed again, and in early 2015, we meet with the then Labor Member for Southern Metro, Philip Dalidakis and shared our story. I remember that meeting
very well. He said to Laureen, Geoff, Gen and I, “Trust me, I’ll get you the money, just
give me some time”.
The words trust me, coming from a politician were taken with a grain of salt, and I think I
walked out of that meeting and said to the group, “we’re no chance!!”.
And so the waiting game began. We missed budget number one, we missed budget
number two, and we missed budget number 3. I think this was the final straw for Laureen
and her faith was too being lost.
Again, we lobbied hard. We emailed, we had meetings at Parliament house and never
gave up on the dream of building this facility.
And then, the phone call I never thought I’d get, on my youngest child Ned’s last week
at Sandy East, I received a call, to say that the money had been approved, and Philip
had kept his promise, Sandy East was getting 7.8 million dollars.
This building was never about individuals, it was about a team of people, lead by Laureen, who had a dream to give our kids the best facilities possible, and I think, even
though it’s been a long journey, our community has achieved that.
Belinda Wilson – past School Council President
Current School Council President – Alida Williams
Thank you to Belinda Wilson for providing that background to this fantastic project. As a former School
Council President and leader of our Facilities SubCommittee, Belinda lobbied alongside Laureen for
many years. So impressed was Minister Deladakis by
her determination and passion that he subsequently
offered her a job in his own team. We thank Belinda
and all those school councillors, staff and parents
who came before us and worked so hard so that our
children could enjoy the fruits of their labour. You
should be very proud of your efforts!

What an exciting time this has been over the last year and a bit. The talking about it
went on for years, planning and replanning seemed like eons, and then in a matter of
weeks it was all systems go. It felt like overnight we were transformed into a construction
site – well managed and safe, and super exciting!
The action was constant! Trucks,
cranes, bulldozers, power tools,
banging, and often some questionable tastes in music. And our children were loving it! I loved that
they had front row seats. No
screening on the fences, the children watched these buildings come
to life. Wayne, Ron and team – you
thought you were just building us
some great buildings, but in actual
fact you were inspiring the next
generation of builders, engineers,
carpenters and architects. You
were also improving your own ball
skills, having to throw about 63000
balls back over the fence over the course of the build. Always learning happening at
Sandy East!
As parents and staff there were a few horrifying mornings as those construction fences
seemed to have a life of their own overnight and encroach further and further into our
children’s territory. For a while there, we definitely got up close and personal with our fellow parents as we jostled along the perimeter at pickup and drop off, sometimes taking
a big breath past the aroma of the portable loos.
But our community embraced the situation. The construction provided endless conversation starters, and the tight spaces encouraged good-humoured banter. Staff and students adapted creatively. Team teaching was at its best in shared spaces, students initiated zoned play areas, and who can forget Mrs van Etten’s Platform Nine and Three
Quarters, and Diagon Alley through the fence to the temporary Art Room next door.
To the staff of Sandy East – you are amazing, and I’m sure all the parents will join me in
saying a huge Thank You. It was a ‘far from ideal’ work environment during this period,
but you made sure it did not affect our children’s learning in any way. We appreciate all
that you do.
On behalf of the School Council, I would particularly like to thank Laureen Walton for her
tenacity and leadership throughout the many years leading up to the allocation of funding, and during the project phase. Laureen will tell you it’s been a team effort and it certainly has, but it has been an enormous undertaking, and her energy and drive throughout the process has been inspiring.
And a special thank you to Laureen’s most avid supporter, Geoff Walton. Geoff has put
endless hours of work into the school over the years, but particularly in this last couple of
years. We so appreciate your dedication and input, Geoff. Thank you!
What a legacy you’ve created, Laureen. And what a sensational result all we’re celebrating today!

But the truth is that I didn’t choose Sandy East for my children because of beautiful buildings. I imagine nobody here who has or has had children at this school did so either. I
imagine that like me, you chose the school because of the learning programs, the happy faces, the connections you could feel between staff and students, the positive and
comfortable environment, or ‘the vibe’.
If you ask the children what they love about Sandy East, they’ll most likely say it’s their
friends, their teachers, the great outdoor spaces for play, Hunger Busters, and the endless special lunch and themed days.
If you ask the staff what they love about Sandy East, they’ll most likely say it’s their colleagues, the teamwork, the professional support and development offered, and top of
the list would be their students and their families.
The essence of Sandy East has always been its incredible sense of community. Built on
an 87 year history, community forms the fabric of school life at Sandy East. And these
beautiful buildings, all shiny, new and exciting, over time, will weave their way into that
SEPS fabric, and in time they’ll be a beautiful backdrop to the really important stuff –
those happy faces and the connections made within their walls. And what a perfect
outcome that will be for our community.
But for now, we will revel in
the excitement and opportunities that these new spaces
bring. We are enormously
thankful to all those people
Laureen has mentioned in
bringing this long-awaited
project to life, and these
lovely buildings add significantly to the pride we have
in our school.
To the students, I say, enjoy
these wonderful spaces.
They are built with you and
many future generations of
students in mind. Look after
them, they are part of your
environment to treasure.
What a perfect example of our school vision: Think, Imagine, Become
Thank you
Alida Williams
School Council President
October 2019

4pm Open House
This was an opportunity for those who couldn’t make the earlier opening to visit. We always appreciate the interest shown by our wider community in our great school. Again
past students, parents, teachers along with many friends showed their support of our
school and its achievements.
Staff News






Simon Hargreaves will be on personal leave from week 3 until the end of the year.
He will be replaced by a new appointee for 2020 so it will be great to work with Alana Maslen this year as well. She will work with the team planning together and Simon’s handover will be detailed and thorough.
Geoff and I will be on leave from October 16th – November 8th, visiting and caring
for our newborn grandson in Shanghai.
Russell Watson will be Acting Principal during this time.
DBT. Unfortunately Zarina has resigned for personal reasons. Mr Watson is liaising
with DBT who are interviewing psychologists at the moment so hopefully our program will continue in the near future.

Safety Messages


The school crossing supervisor on Holloway Road is concerned that students and
parents are not using the school crossing. Talk to your students who use this crossing.
You will notice that the Holloway Crossing has additional space which has been
concreted by Bayside Council to make our access better. Michelle Ferguson led
this initiative, thanks Michelle.



Students and parents also need to use the Bay Road crossing correctly and wait for
the lights and the go ahead from the crossing supervisor there.



The circular drive is NOT to be used for parking – I see cars parked there which is also a safety issue for students moving between cars. Sandringham College have requested that our school community DO NOT use this area for parking.

Duty of care
Teachers are on yard duty before school 15 minutes from the start of school (8.35am
Mondays and 8.45am for the rest of the week) and for 15 minutes after school until
3.45pm. All bikes should be removed prior to locking the bike shed at 3.45pm please.
Please note that there are many students at school prior to the yard duty time who are
unsupervised. Staff have a duty of care when on yard duty. Parents are responsible for
students until the yard duty teacher’s arrival time, 15 minutes prior to school. Classrooms
welcome students in at 10 to 9 to begin their organisation for the day – Unpack diary,
home reading books, homework etc. This is a time to relax in the learning spaces, read a
book and to be ready to start the day of learning.

Demolition of Copleys Site
During the holidays demolition works were completed with air monitoring reports undertaken and sent to the school. The consideration for our school was much appreciated.
2020 Enrolments
Enrolments are NOW due for Foundation 2020, including siblings. We need to ensure adequate facilities and staffing. If you know anyone else in the community that would like a
place at Sandy East please remind them to contact the school office.
Exiting students
We also need to know if you are intending to move house and will attend another
school, or if you have a scholarship to another school, or for any other reason are not returning to SEPS in levels 1-6, 2020.
Monday’s Assemblies
All assemblies from now on will be held in the stadium. Thank you to parents who attend
and support our SEPS students. Congratulations this week – only 5 latecomers – an incredible improvement – well done all.
Sun Smart is here again.
All students are now required to wear their SEPS Sunsmart hat. Students not wearing their
hat will need to play in the shade – no hat, no play!
Lost Property
Thank you to Jane Stewart, Jodie Callaghan and Alysia Coventry who did an amazing
job sorting, washing and delivering lost property to owners.
However I notice the silver lost property bin is already beginning to fill again. Please
make an effort students to check and parents encourage students to find their lost belongings.

FETE update from our Fundraising Team.
HELP – are there any SEPS parents who are electricians?
The Fete team would appreciate the help of an electrician who would be happy to volunteer to test and tag electrical items who could be available on site on Fete Day – November 23rd. Please contact Russell or Laureen if you are a qualified electrician and can
help please?

Foundation SEPS Fair Prizes
Collection Week: Monday 14 Friday 18 October
Theme: Art & Craft Items
With only a few weeks to go
we are now in full fair preparation mode, which means it's
time for all of us to do a small
part to contribute and help
make the fair the success we
are hoping for.
Each year level has been assigned with a theme for donations to be used as prizes for
the school fair and it would
be fantastic if each family
could donate some small
items from $1 - $10 that tie into
your theme. Kmart and many
other retailers have heaps of
inexpensive items that would
be perfect.
Collection Tubs will be provided in your children's classrooms during your allocated
collection week.

Exciting news Teeth on Wheels will be coming to our school for the children’s dental visits.
To make filling out the consent form easier you can complete your Child’s consent form
online by following the link below.
It only takes 5 minutes to complete and by reducing the amount of paper being used
we’re helping the team out by being more environmentally friendly.
https://teethonwheels.com.au/consent-eform
The date of the children’s first dental visit will be Wednesday the 23rd of October 2019 so
please ensure you have your form completed before Monday the 14th of October 2019.
If you have any questions regarding the consent form or your child’s dental appointment
please don’t hesitate to contact the Teeth on Wheels team on (03) 9338 1191.

Reminders for the Coming Weeks
Please see the school calendar on the school website to keep updated of events and
activities at Sandy East.
Quote of the week supports our Play Is The Way Program at SEPS:
“No one can alter the past. But for better or worse the past can alter the present.”

Wilson McCaskill
I hope that our SEPS community enjoys another wonderful week of learning and fun at
SEPS. It’s a huge celebration for our school community with the school buildings opening.
Kind regards,

Laureen Walton

What’s Been Happening at Sandy East This Week?
Foundation
Welcome back to Term 4 and what a week it has been! A huge congratulations to the
Foundation students on their outstanding performances on Thursday for our grand opening. We are so proud of the hard work they all put in this week, learning the song and
dance. They did the school community proud.
This week and next our Foundation students will
be focusing on the ‘er’ as in teacher phoneme, which can be a bit tricky to learn! We
encourage students to practice this sound as
much as possible at home and have discussions about other words with the same sound.
We look forward to a wonderful term with
many exciting things happening.

Level 1/2
We've had rain, clouds and sunny skies for our last 'first week back' of the year. This has
been a key point of discussion as the Level 1 and 2 Students learned about the various
kinds of weather, as part of our Earth Science studies. Living in Melbourne, we are fortunate to experience new conditions each hour.
The students engaged in the first part of their Maths Learning Task, as they became familiar with Australian coins and notes, enjoying games such as 'How Much Money is in
my Pocket?' and activities including coin rubbing.
The Level 1 and 2 students excitedly welcomed special friends into their learning spaces
to share a story and create a collage or drawing. It was evident that being able to work
together was a precious moment for all involved. Donut forget the yummy food!
Next week we will continue to compare and contrast information during Reading, and
create persuasive arguments in Writing.

Congratulations Level 1 and 2 for working so well as you pave your way towards the end
of the year.

What’s Been Happening at Sandy East This Week?
Level 5/6
What a fantastic start to Term 4 this week has been in the Senior Learning Centre! We
have hit the ground running and are enjoying our learning foci-calculating volume, making predictions and inferences as well as economics. The economic focus means the students in Level 6 are gearing up for market day, which is always a fantastic day. Speaking
of gearing up, we are also concluding this year's Bike Ed training with a community ride.
The Upstanders have been summoning all their compassion and creativity to complete
their short films; these films will be screened at the Dendy Brighton theatre later in the
term and are the culmination of admirable commitment and persistence by the students.
As if that isn't an eventful enough week, Thursday's Special Friends and Grand Opening
Ceremony was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate what an amazing year our Sandy
East community has had. We would like to thank and congratulate the School Council,
Mr Watson and particularly Mrs. Walton for the mammoth achievements that all our
new facilities are the result of.

Art News
Senior students have been very engaged creating with patterns, details, and exploring
aboriginal style by using symbols to tell a story with these scratch art masks. What fabulous creations!
Ms Van Etten, Art

Bookings for Father & Child Camp are now open, please click here to book. Greig Nichols, the camp organiser, will be providing more details on activities in the coming
weeks...... book early as limited spots!!!

Click here to view the full article

PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE
Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help successfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids. There are plenty of positive parenting
ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children.
Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why
First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it. Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.
Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website.

Read Michael Grose’s latest article—by clicking the INSIGHTS logo below.

COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES: The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School
do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

The 5th Sandringham Scouts are having a Garage Sale on the Garage sale trail this year.
Ours will be on the Saturday 19th October from 9-1 pm. You can join us by having a table
for $10 at the Scout Hut or by donating items that the Scouts can sell for proceeds.

