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Greetings to our SEPS community, 

Needless to say, we have been extremely productive at SEPS. Michelle 

Smith, Russell Watson and I continue to learn of the demands of the po-

sition of Principal and Assistant Principal. The role is never dull; it offers 

new challenges daily. Upon reflection, the greatest reward is definitely 

leading a community; the daily interactions with parents and students 

allow us to realise our ‘why’.  

 

Meanie, our school turtle, is recovering from throat surgery after eating a 

prawn, which got stuck in his 

throat. Meanie is housed in the 

office, under a UV lamp to assist 

her recovery.  

 

Michelle Smith, is our acting veteri-

nary nurse. We are ‘drip feeding 

her’ and administering daily injec-

tions to ensure her recovery before 

Laureen’s return.  

COMMUNITY MEETINGS 

School Council 7.00pm 23 Oct 

School Council 7.00pm 20 Nov 

School Council 7.00pm 11 Dec 

 

COMING UP 

 18 Sept - 1/2 Expo - 3 - 3.30pm 

 19 Sept - 3/4 Expo - 3 - 4.00pm 

 

FOOTY COLOURS DAY 

Thursday 20 September 

Whole School Activity with Special 

Footy Lunch Order - Must Pre-

order by 17 September 

 

CURRICULUM DAY  

Friday, 30 November 

 

CAMPS 

 12 Oct - Level 2 Sleepover 

 29 Nov - 3 Dec, Woorabinda 

Camp, L4 & 5 (optional camp) 

 

HUNGER BUSTER 3.30 - 3.45pm 

 14 Sep - Home Group 1C 

 

TERM 4 HUNGER BUSTER 3.30 - 

3.45pm 

 19 Oct - Home Group 1B 

 

WORKING BEES 9am - 11am 

 Nov 25 - Level 3 

 

2018 SCHOOL TERM DATES 

Term 3: 16 Jul - 21 Sep, 2.30pm 

Term 4: 8 Oct - 21 Dec, 1.30pm 

 

2019 FOUNDATION 

11 Oct, Meet The Specialist Ses-

sion 1 - ART & LOTE - 9.45 - 

10.45am - Library 

 

CURRENT LINKS 

Flexi Schools - Canteen Orders 

https://www.flexischools.com.au/


Last Friday, we had our ‘special dress’ day to raise money for 

our  ‘drought affected’ farmers.  This was a student initiative 

promoted and organised by Audrey and Siena in Year 4. We 

extend our congratulations to the girls for their efforts. The play-

ground was filled with students in ‘costume’; students dressed as 

‘what they wanted to be when they grew up’. Teachers were 

plentiful; there were actors, actresses, AFL players, soccer super-

stars, special pet veterinary surgeons, scientists, nurses, Olympi-

ans and even a world championship wrestler! It was a thrill to 

visit the learning spaces to share in the excitement of the day. 

We had our Foundation Working Bee over the weekend. It was 

a busy morning with 

many of our parents 

and students contrib-

uting their time to en-

sure Sandy East is well 

maintained. We com-

pleted many labour in-

tensive tasks including: 

the painting of the 

bench seats outside Mr 

Marco’s garden and 

around the playground, ‘whipper-snippering’ behind the buildings and water tanks, general sweeping, 

hedge trimming, ‘leaf blowing’, trough cleaning and much more. There was a 19% attendance rate; slight-

ly lower than anticipated. We appreciate all efforts to support our wonderful school. 

We also had a celebration - a mock wedding ceremony (school based dress re-

hearsal) for Miss Griffin, who is getting married to her partner Josh in a couple of 

weeks. Our students were excited to watch Miss Griffin be escorted ‘down the 

aisle’ by Mr Mc Culloch. A particular highlight was the Foundation students’ insist-

ence on ‘sealing the deal with a kiss’.  

There is always a lot to celebrate in a community like ours. Thank you for your con-

tinued support, especially to those parents who greet us with a smile and com-

mend us on doing a great job. 

 

I hope that our SEPS community enjoys a great week of learning and fun.  

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Roberts 

Acting Principal - Sandringham East Primary School 



School Council Update - September 2018 

“If you want to go quickly, go alone. If you want to go far, go together”.   

African Proverb 

I love this proverb and how it relates to community.  We see our community in action in so many ways at 

Sandy East and the collective input is what makes our school a great environment for our children.  Parents 

contribute skills and time in countless ways, staff go the extra mile with their contribution to various projects 

and initiatives, and the children are often seen contributing ‘outside the box’ to enrich their own communi-

ty. 

School Council received a presentation on the new SEPS Cookbook which will be released later this year.  

Mr Marco and a committee of 6 passionate parents, Kathy Williams, Siobhan Boyle, Siobhan Schluter, Amy 

Lewis, Heath Nankervis and Sandra Jenkin, have been working tirelessly on this initiative and the results are 

very impressive.  This is going to be a brilliant Christmas gift plus a great keepsake for students.  The team 

have just launched a sponsorship initiative in order to cover the cost of printing the A4 hard cover publica-

tion, so if you would like to support in a personal or business capacity, please contact them via the school 

office. 

We also appreciate the contribution to our community by Scott Bundy, Foundation parent and School 

Council Vice President.  Scott has provided some fantastic signboards with visuals of our new buildings, so 

we can continually be inspired by what is to come.  You will soon see them within the school grounds, near 

the entrances. 

School Council approved the Japan tour for next year (subject to minimum numbers).  This is a great op-

tional tour for our senior students, and we are happy to be able to offer this well-organised opportunity to 

those interested. The time and effort by staff to organise this initiative, is much appreciated. 

The sub-committees continue to work on their respective areas.  If you have an area of interest, this is a 

great way to contribute to your school community.  Most sub-committees meet after hours to allow greater 

flexibility for working parents, and only require a small time commitment. Please watch the newsletter for 

meeting times and dates, and feel free to join at any time.  Please ask any of the school leadership team or 

School Council members for info. 

The sub-committees are: 

 School Community Partnerships 

 eLearning 

 Facilities 

 Finance 

 Fundraising 

 Policy and Planning 

 Parents & Friends Association (PFA) 

 

On behalf of School Council, I’d like to welcome Russell Watson to SEPS!  Russell seems to be fitting into our 

school community with ease, and we look forward to drawing on his wealth of experience over the coming 

months.  Please say hello when you spot him around the school. 

We’d also like to wish Michelle Smith every success in her new role when she leaves us at the end of the 

term.  Michelle has boundless energy and has given the SEPS community so much over the years, not only 

in the classroom, but in her leadership roles and numerous initiatives which she has driven.  We wish you 

well, Michelle.  You will be missed! 

 

Alida Williams 

School Council President 



What’s Been Happening at Sandy East This Week? 
 

Special Dress Day 

Thank you to all our students and staff who participated in the Farmers Drought Relief Special Dress Day. 

The theme was ’Future Career’ and as you can see we had some very creative costumes/careers...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What’s Been Happening at Sandy East This Week? 
 

LEVEL Foundation 

This week in Foundation the children started their week 

with a full day of specialist classes so that Foundation 

teachers could plan all the exciting events happening in 

Term 4. We are looking forward to sharing all of these 

dates with you in the Term 4 newsletter, which will be 

available to read at the start of next term.  

 

In spelling this week our focus is /ch/ as in ‘chair’. Our 

reporters and photographers have been exploring the 

Foundation area to find /ch/ things such as ‘Charli’, 

‘chip’, and ‘lunch’. During Investigations on Tuesday we 

also enjoyed moving out into the front yard to enjoy the 

sunshine, with areas such as the sandpit, big blocks and 

tents being utilised in the spring weather. We spent some 

time outside during mindfulness as well, with children 

completing an activity about the objects in nature we 

can hear, see and smell when we sit quietly.  

 

We will be completing a science project using recycled 

materials next week so if you have any cardboard box-

es or other recyclable materials at home, please send 

them to school with your child! Enjoy your last week of 

Term 3 Foundation families! 

 

LEVEL 1 & 2 
 

Level 1 and 2 students are powering through to the end of term!  

 

Students are enjoying having the regular timetable back and sharing recess and lunchtimes with all stu-

dents at SEPS.  

 

Level 1 and 2 teachers were out of the classroom on Tuesday and busy planning the learning for term 4... 

Some very exciting learning tasks in the term ahead.  

 

Wednesday, the sun was out for our very own level 1 teacher Jessi-

ca Griffin to have her SEPS Wedding!! Best of luck for your actual Big 

Day over the holidays Miss Griffin.  

 

Cyber Safety Week has had us discuss they ways we can be using 

technology sensibly and safely. There have been some interesting 

and insightful discussions in our classes. Make sure you check out 

these two websites: 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/ 

http://www.cybersafetysolutions.com.au/parents/ 

 

Have a fantastic weekend and enjoy the sunshine.  

 

 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/
http://www.cybersafetysolutions.com.au/parents/


 

LEVEL 3 & 4 

This week level 3 & 4 teachers have been planning for term 4 – we can’t believe we only have one term 

remaining, for 2018!!  

During literacy, students have created their own unique reading & writing goals. Also, students have been 

analysing different recounts - so they are able to understand what good recounts look like. During spelling 

we’re still focused on spelling rules for switching singular words into plurals. Meanwhile, in Maths, the level 3 

students have been revising their knowledge of time, with level 4 students working on their fraction 

knowledge.  

Students are well and truly on the home stretch for their ERP’s, the Expo’s will take place next week (Week 

10) on Wednesday, between 3.00-4.00pm. The students are bursting with excitement to share all of their 

hard work!! So come along and enjoy learning about their Geography projects.  

Some of the girls from 4B (Sienna C, Audrey & Willow) were involved with the Farmer Buster recently. The 

girls have put together some writing to share how it all came about.  

Great stuff girls!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We really wanted to help the Aussie farmers through the drought around 

Australia. At first, we didn’t have any money, then about a week later we 

raised $120.25! We thought we should raise more money so we told some-

one about it. Next, we asked Mrs Gau to have an appointment with Mrs 

Walton and asked if we could do a fundraiser. Mrs Walton said we can do a 

farmers buster after school on the 7th of September.  

 

We raised $414.60 at the farmer buster.  

 



LEVEL 5 & 6 - Athletics Carnival 

 

On Tuesday, some of the year 4, 5 and 6’s went to the athletics carnival to compete in 18 types of sport/

athletics. They are split into six types of age groups - both girls and boys ages 9,10, 11, 12 and 13. There 

were ten different events which were;  Shot Put, Discus, Triple Jump, Long Jump, Hurdles, 100 meter sprint 

as well as 200m, 800m, and 1500m, Relay and High Jump. High Jump was postponed until the next day 

due to high winds. Taj Q-W got first place in discus and is going to regionals. Archie M also got second in 

1500 meter sprint and is going to regionals. Many thanks to everyone else who got through to regionals. 

   

The WIZ  

On Monday 10th of September our grade 5/6’s went 

to Sandy College to watch a wonderful perfor-

mance called The WIZ! It is based on a very success-

ful movie and book known as The Wizard of Oz. The 

only difference is there were some slight adjustments 

from the movie. It was preformed by the grade 11’s 

and 12’s. It went for three to four hours of constant 

singing, dancing and pure musical talent!  

Even during the break, most of the audience were 

craving the final ending, even though most of the 

audience had seen The Wizard of Oz they would 

happily sit through it again! 

 

Careers Day 

On Friday the 7th of September our school had Careers Day which meant that we had to dress up as our 

future careers. People dressed as doctors, superheroes, footy players etc. Even most of the teachers 

jumped on the career day train as some dressed as witches and others prepared for their retired years 

and much more. At each dress day, the preps parade in a circle and show off their future careers.  

 

Play Is The Way 

In our school this is what we use to understand how people feel. Our five rules of PITW (Play Is The Way) 

are: 

1. Be the master of your feelings, which means instead of doing what you feel, think before you act.  

2. Treat others as you would like to be treated, understand how others feel, seek to understand to give 

help. 

3. Have reasons for the things you say and do. If you don’t have a reason for what you say or do, it 

may not be the right decision.  

4. It takes great strength to be sensible. It is easier to be bad than good but being good makes a bet-

ter you.  

5. Be brave – participate to make progress. Step into the unknown to grow into a bigger person and to 

extend your knowledge. 

We use these in our everyday lives at SEPS. 

By Oscar C, Will C, Leo G and Tyler S 



Oval Design - Recess / Lunch Timetable 

 

As Sandy East will be moving back 

to a school-wide timetable. A 

group of 5/6D boys have been 

tasked with making this move 

work.  

A current issue with the whole 

school sharing a single oval is the 

potential for games to get con-

gested and arguments and injuries 

may happen. 

 

Their action plan, is to section off 

the oval using colour coded witch-

es hats to identify specific sport 

zones. In finalising this design, the 

boys conducted a survey with the 

entire school and used the data to 

best represent how the students 

wanted to use this space.  

Thank you Mr T for your help in this process!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sustainability Captains 

Last week the grade 6 sustainability captains made their way on public transport to St Kilda Town Hall for 

the Sustainable Schools Festival. This was a festival celebrating all of the ways that schools around Mel-

bourne are making their learning spaces and practices more sustainable.  

 

The sustainability captains participated in a range of activities from learning how to create a paper bin 

liner using origami, making friendship bracelets out of recycled sweaters, to learning what to feed worms 

to keep them healthy and happy.  

 

They then led a ‘rubbish relay’, teaching other children about where their rubbish needs to go – whether 

landfill, soft plastics or recyclables.  This rubbish relay resulted in Sandringham East Primary School being 

awarded the ‘Waste Warriors’ award, and a brand new 160L compost bin for our garden!  

Congratulations SEPS and sustainability captains, keep up the good work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



The SEPS Fundraising team is placing a call out for volunteers to assist with the 2019 SEPS Seaside Fair. SEPS 

is a positive, inclusive school community that welcomes the contributions of all. We are a community that 

benefits from myriad of skills and expertise so please jump on board to help steer this major fundraising 

event. More details regarding the fair will be provided next term, so grab your board, chill out waiting for 

the waves and get ready for the ride!  





Thanks from the SEPS Sustainability Team! 

 

Thanks to the wonderful SEPS community for supporting our 

nude food initiative. We have seen a marked improvement 

in the number of students with wrapper-free lunches.  

At our recent athletics carnival and other level excursions, 

we were pleasantly surprised to see so few packaged 

foods. Win -win! A win for our environment and a win for our 

students’ health! Keep up the good work everyone! 

 

On another note, thanks to those families supporting our Mondo bin unwanted goods 

drive. We have had a couple of bin collections already which means $$$ for our school 

and less items going to land fill!  

Our bins are located just outside our library on the grass area on Holloway Road. 

 

 

 

Please remember that unused/unwanted items can be popped in the bin including- 

clothing, toys, linens, handbags, shoes.  

 

Supporting the Mondo drive promotes sustainable behaviour for our future generations 

and raises much needed awareness on our throw-away fast-fashion lifestyle. All money 

raised will help with our school’s sustainable efforts such as our future indigenous garden 

tree planting. 

 

Keep up the good work everyone and thanks again. 

From your very grateful SEPS Sustainability Teacher and Student Teams 



Please Note: 

Online orders for canteen can be placed through Fleixschools—click here. 

https://www.flexischools.com.au/


Extend OSHC at Sandringham East Primary School 

PARENT PORTAL: extend.com.au 

 

 

 

Recap: 

We had a lovely week enjoying Spring. We spent a lot of time outside enjoying the warmer weather. When 

we were inside we made beautiful creations from hama beads, we built extraordinary 3-D creations and 

used recycled cardboard to make beaches. 

 

Our Extend Superstar is… Alicia C for embracing all activities and delighting us with her creativity. 

 

Next week’s activities: 

 

Monday 17 September        Thursday 20 September 

Making grass heads / baseball / fruit salad / ball games  Making ice cream / Making your favourite 

           book character 

Tuesday 18th September       Friday 21 September 

Making books / Dodgeball / Number soccer    Mosaic / Tessellations / Simpsons / What’s 

           the time Mr Wolf?  

Wednesday 19 September 

Charcoal and pastel drawings / Tennis   

 

 

Examples of our student’s beautiful creations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember the following: 

We are collecting plastic bottles to use during the holiday program for a very exciting activity!! 

 

BOOKINGS ARE OPEN FOR OUR SPRING HOLIDAY PROGRAM. DON’T MISS OUT! 

Bookings: extend.com.au 

https://extend.com.au/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Yw3otFZgEs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Yw3otFZgEs&feature=youtu.be
https://extend.com.au/parents/find-holiday-program/


PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE 

Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help suc-

cessfully raise confident, happy and resilient kids.  There are plenty of positive parenting 

ideas to remove the trial and error from raising children. 

Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why 

First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change it.  Michael’s popular parent-

ing columns appear in newspapers and magazines across Australia.   

 

Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full website. 

Read Michael Grose’s latest article—by clicking the INSIGHTS logo below. 

Click here to read the full article 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf
file:///C:/Users/09821833/Downloads/insight-find-your-tribe.pdf


COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES:  The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School 

do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser.  They accept no responsibility for accuracy of in-

formation contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

 



SANDRINGHAM COLLEGE THEATRE NEEDS AIR CONDITIONING  

and  

Your Pick My Project Vote  

  

At Sandringham College we are very proud of our association with Community partners who use our thea-

tre facilities and to that end we want to provide the best facilities that we can for you.  

  

As part of Pick My Project we have the opportunity to secure the funds through the State government to 

install air conditioning suitable for a professional theatre. For those who have sat through a sweltering, sum-

mer performance as an audience member we can only imagine how hot it is for cast and crew under the 

hot stage lights. Let’s improve this for all.  

  

Please spare a moment of your time and go to the Pick My Project website and place a vote for 

“Sandringham College Community Theatre air conditioning”. https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/ 

https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/rounds/pick-my-project/ideas/sandringham-college-community-theatre

-air-conditioning 

  

Voting closes Monday 17 September 5pm. So vote now before it’s too late. Don’t leave it until the last day 

as the website traffic will be high and you may not be able to log in.  

  

Anyone who lives within 5 km radius of the College can vote who is 16 years or older.  

  

We would love to be successful in securing these funds to make improvements to a venue that you use as 

part of the Bayside community.  

 

Please Help Us - VOTE NOW! 
Click the image below to vote. 

 
 

https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/
https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/rounds/pick-my-project/ideas/sandringham-college-community-theatre-air-conditioning
https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/rounds/pick-my-project/ideas/sandringham-college-community-theatre-air-conditioning
https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/rounds/pick-my-project/ideas/sandringham-college-community-theatre-air-conditioning


 

 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 










