Term 4, 2022
Foundation
Newsletter
Level Team
Claire Parsons 0A
Joh Fitness 0B
Kate Foster and Carmen Leal 0C

Welcome to Term 4
Welcome back all of our Foundation families to the last school term
for 2022!

As a teaching team we are very proud of the Foundation
children and urge parents to remember that learning is
developmental, with children learning in different ways and at
different rates and times. It is important to celebrate your child’s
learning achievements, their own individual progress and
learning growth, as children are each on their own trajectory.

Term 4 Dates
3rd Oct – Term 4 begins with
assembly at 9am.
Start your day with a coffee
from our newly launched
coffee van - Brad will serve you
from 8.45am.
Hungers Busters commence on
Friday afternoons again this
term – check weekly newsletter.

The holistic development of each child is supported through a

13th October- Market Day &
SEPS Idol

range of appropriate and challenging learning programs that

26th October- ARTFEST

promote active participation. Learning areas include English,
Mathematics, Investigations, Science and Social & Emotional
Learning. Investigations continues to provide opportunities for
children to practise, learn and develop a myriad of skills. The
learning that occurs during Investigations is reinforced and

1st November- Melbourne CupNo school on this day
4th November - Chesterfield
Farm Excursion

and continuous assessment are used to monitor and support

11th November- Remembrance
Day

student learning.

25th November- Walkathon

Thank you for your support and we look forward to welcoming
you into the classroom during learning times. Please see the sign
up sheets outside your child’s classroom.

9th December- Curriculum DayNo students

Kind Regards

19th December- Class Party
Celebration Day – 10am Jump
Central

revisited in English and Mathematics sessions. Explicit teaching

The Foundation Team

14th December- Meet your 2023
Teacher & Carols Singing

December 20th- Final assembly1pm. Parents welcome.

Walker Learning Approach - Investigations and Educational Research Projects
Investigations sessions continue three mornings a week throughout Term 4. Children will continue to
practise, learn and develop a wide range of skills through their Investigations. Some of these skills
include speaking and listening, thinking, creativity, fine motor, interpersonal skills such as cocreation, sharing and compromising, maths, reading and writing. The learning that occurs during
Investigations is used as a lead in to literacy and numeracy sessions.
Children will also need to continue to develop their fine motor skills which involves them using the
small muscles in the hand to perform precise and refined movements. They need to be able to
manipulate and gain control over a range of materials and tools. Throughout Term 4 we will set up
extra finger gym activities during Investigations to support the development of your child’s fine
motor skills, which will in turn work wonders for their handwriting.
These include:
• Grasping (using a crayon, pencil, glue stick, beater, blocks, using

tongs, tweezers, and squeezing balls
• Manipulating (play dough, kinetic sand, paper, scissors, sewing,

finger plays, clothes pegs, bottles and lids)
• Hand-eye co-ordination (writing, cutting, bead or macaroni

threading, moving a cursor on a computer).

Science
Our Science focus this term is on materials – ‘What is it made of and how is it made?” – we will be
exploring different materials, textures and properties. For example— something squishy, something
wooden, something rough, something natural, something hard, something waterproof, something
fluffy, something smooth, or something plastic… We will be exploring around the classroom and
school during Investigations and during a designated Science session with Wilko on Wednesdays.
Our excursion to Chesterfield Farm will also support and extend our learning of materials.

Health and Personal and Social Skills
In conjunction with our wellbeing programs the Foundation students will
be undertaking a unit on health with a focus on emotional and social
and physical development. Students will explore their own strengths and
achievements and those of others, identifying how these contribute to
personal identity. Alongside strategies they can use when they need help
with a problem or situation, students will learn to recognise situations and opportunities to promote
their own health, safety and wellbeing, with a focus on self-mastery and developing students’ ability
to appreciate and honour the feelings, opinions and motivations of others. As Focus Students,
children will be asked to share their thoughts and feelings and articulate strategies they have used
during Investigations.

Literacy – Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening
In Literacy this term we will continue to look at Narratives and Recounts and will identify how writers
produce texts readers love to read. We will use mentor texts to demonstrate how writers use the 6
Traits of Writing (Ideas, Organisation, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, Voice and Conventions) to
create stories. Our main foci will be on developing writing ideas, identifying and using interesting
and specific topic words and spelling and punctuation.
The 6 Traits of Writing are displayed in each classroom and represented by the below icons.

During Literacy sessions students will be engaged in phonological
awareness and phonics activities using the THRASS chart and some
decodable books. We will continue to develop reading and
comprehension strategies and linking these with our mentor texts. Below
are some activities you can do with your child at home.
• Practising reading, writing and spelling the Golden, Red and Blue words.
• Reading take home books
• Locating words and pictures on the THRASS chart.
• Children telling their grown-ups bed time stories.
• Children creating their own stories using their toys.
• Using Literacy Planet—practising letters, sounds, words.
• Reading ‘take home books’ on Wushka if you have forgotten to

change your books at school.
• Having family time reading a book from Story Box Library.

Mathematics – Number, Measurement, Geometry, Statistics and Probability
In Maths this term we will continue to explore foundational Mathematical concepts and skills. Some
of the skills we will be focussing on will be:

• Recognition of number names, numerals and quantities up 100.
• The base 10 system of numeration– ten 1s equals one 10.
• Recognising and modelling addition and subtraction from any number up to 30.
• Sorting, describing and naming 2D shapes.
In whole-class lessons, students will be learning a series of maths games to support their number
sense/fluency and numeral recognition skills. All mathematical concepts will be explored through
practical, hands-on learning activities and during small focus group sessions.
What you can continue to do at home…
Play some of the maths games we have learned this year with your child and engage in
conversations while doing so, challenge your child to explain their reasoning.
We will continue to use Mathletics to support our teaching and learning.

Restorative Practices and Play Is The Way
At SEPS we use Restorative Practices as it seeks to value and support those involved in incidents so
that they feel empowered to take positive action to address the situation and move forward. ‘It’s
not enough to just say sorry’. Children involved work through restoring the relationship, and seek to
prevent further harm. As with all aspects of social life, we take any issue as a learning opportunity,
which is preferable to handing out a punishment or short-term fixes.
Please make sure you visit Adam Voigt’s Real School’s website for information
http://www.realschools.com.au/
PLAY IS THE WAY is a practical methodology for teaching social and emotional skills using guided
play, classroom activities and an empowering language.
It is a process that gives primary schools a way to develop, improve and entrench the personal and
social capabilities of students.

The PLAY IS THE WAY Complete Program uses:
• a unique program of physically interactive games
• key concepts to guide students through life and learning
• a specific and empowering language to help attain self-mastery
• a philosophy of behaviour education and student self-regulation that fosters independent, self-

motivated, empathetic, life-long learners.
We use these games regularly to develop our students into independent and democratic learners.

Assessment and Reporting
Sandringham East Primary School strives to provide a rich, inclusive, student centred learning
environment to support the holistic development of all children. Research indicates that learning is
developmental; children learn in different ways, at different rates and at different times. At SEPS
student learning is continuously monitored against the Victorian Curriculum F-10 achievement
standards, tailoring learning experiences to address the needs of the child. Teachers make
informed, on-balance judgements, based on evidence gained from a range of formal and informal
assessment tasks and rich learning experiences.
Feedback to students about their learning is an important aspect of maximising student
achievement. It has been described as "the most powerful single moderator that enhances
achievement" (Hattie, 1999). To optimise the effect of student learning feedback contact between
all stakeholders (students, teachers and parents) is imperative.
To support student learning, feedback needs to be:
Constructive - highlighting the strengths and weaknesses of the completed task and information for
future areas of focus. Timely - delivered within a reasonable timeframe to benefit subsequent work.
Meaningful - targeting individual needs and linked to specific assessment criteria.

As well as our Term 2 and Term 4 formal Student Reports, regular constructive feedback during the
semester empowers students to monitor and direct their learning. Student Learning Tasks will be
disseminated to parents utilising COMPASS. Class teachers will upload a nominated student learning
task each term. Additionally parents will be provided with a learning task from each of the specialist
areas over the course of the year. The learning tasks will reflect a child’s performance at a single
point in time.
Learning tasks are:
Level

Semester 1

Semester 2

Foundation

T1

Investigations

T3

Writing (Cold write - narrative)

T2

Science

T4

Maths

T1

Investigations

T3

Science

T2

Writing (Cold write – narrative)

T4

Maths

T1

Science

T3

ERP

T2

Writing (Cold write - narrative)

T4

Maths

T1

Science

T3

ERP

T2

Writing (Cold write - narrative)

T4

Maths

Level 1/2

Level 3/4

Level 5/6

Specialists

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Art

Level 1&2

Foundation

Level 5&6

Level 3&4

LOTE

Level 3&4

Level 5&6

Foundation

Level 1&2

PA

Level 5&6

Level 3&4

Level 1&2

Foundation

PE

Foundation

Level 1&2

Level 3&4

Level 5 & 6

Specialists
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

OA

Art & Japanese

Performing Arts & P.E.

Science

Library

OB

Japanese & Art

P.E. & Performing Arts

Science

Library

OC

P.E. & Performing Arts

Art & Japanese

Science

Library

Japanese:
This term in Japanese, students will continue their learning of Japanese numbers by looking at
higher numbers up to 999! Through topics including classroom objects, colours, animals and
transport, students will learn how to say basic grammar patterns such as: “Do you have XX?”, “I like
XX” and “A is B”. Students will be introduced to more of the Japanese alphabet as we focus on
single-stroke hiragana characters that appear in our new vocabulary. Students will also learn
several new Japanese songs this term to support our learning.
Mackenzie Sensei
Performing Arts:
Our adventures in music and movement continue, as we explore the fundamentals of beat, rhythm,
co-ordinated action and song together. Whole class performances, and having fun with singing,
dancing and percussion will be our major emphases this term. On the narrative performance front
we are barrelling towards the conclusion of our first epic in ‘Jason and the Argonauts’. Don’t
despair though; new adventures await, as we descend into the underworld with Orpheus, and
meet the many fascinating denizens who dwell bellow.
Excelsior! Johannes Scherpenhuizen
Physical Education:
We have another exciting term for Foundations students as we continue to work on various
fundamental movement skills, with a particular focus on catching and throwing within invasion type
games. Throughout the term we will be using modified games of basketball, netball and European
handball to teach game strategies and enable students to practice their skills. Lessons will include
explicit teaching of skills along with the opportunities for students to explore equipment and
movement sequences. Students will be working in small groups to support teamwork, sportsmanship
and sharing. This will support them in being successful when participating in various sports and
recreational activities with others.
Looking forward to a great term. Dave Richardson
Visual Art:
It’s time to celebrate! Get ready for the most exciting term in art as Foundation students focus on
displaying their art as an integral part of art learning in ‘Present and Perform’ and ‘Respond and
Interpret’ within the Victorian Curriculum. This will all come together in our special family event
‘Artfest’ where we display the artworks created during the year, and students have multiple
opportunities to talk about their own art stories. Foundation students will choose their art for display,
look at and be inspired by other students’ creations, discuss art, and respond to different ideas and
artist meanings. The art displays will thus be a provocation for future artworks, along with a sprinkle
of fun activities surrounding Halloween, Christmas, and student choice.
Love Art!

