Term 4, 2022
Level 5&6 Newsletter
Level Team
5A – Michael Herron, 5B – Kate
Hallowell, 5C – Tessa Duscher,
5D – Sean Daley, 6A - Jacqui
Perdriau, 6B- Rhiannon Harris-Tudor
(M, Th & F) and Trudy Gau (Tu & W),
6C – Owen Davies
Education support: Kathy Bowles,
Melissa Bonello, Julie Laurent
Welcome to Term 4
We wish to extend a very warm welcome back to all our SEPS senior families to Term 4,
and we commend all the hard work and resilience displayed by our wonderful SEPS
community. We are so proud of how our students have managed their learning with
the support of parents!
There are many celebrations to reflect on from Term 3. Students worked extremely hard
on their Business & Economics units, culminating in the level 5 students completing their
‘Upcycled Unit’, and level 6 students submitting their business plans for ‘Market Day’.
Also, congratulations to all the level 5 students who received their Naplan results via
mail, you should all be extremely proud of your achievements.
There were several other exciting learning opportunities over the term, including:
VHAP and Master Class sessions, Gateways, Math Olympiad, Australian Math Competition,
Athletics Carnival, level 5/6 Electives, Book Week, Science Week, Debating, Poetry and
much more! Towards the end of Term 3, all classes placed a major emphasis on well-being
and respectful relationships, to enable students to create positive cohort cultures. Teachers
were extremely proud of the way in which students engaged with all of their learning
throughout Term 3.
Moving forward, term 4 promises to be one
action-packed term, with a range of rich and
rewarding learning experiences planned.
Students will be participating in house sports,
this will involve students competing against
other houses, across a range of modified
sports. This will conclude with finals in week 6.
There will be a strong emphasis on math and
literacy skills, and a fun and exciting ERP,
building on students’ knowledge of analysing
and collecting data. Of course, the level 6 students will run their Market Day stalls in week 2

and start their much-anticipated Graduation preparation. Level 5 students will be
engaging in a leadership unit to help prepare them for their roles next year. In addition,
they will start designing special letters for their buddies for 2022, introducing themselves and
welcoming them to SEPS, before they meet later in the term. We are looking forward to
another positive term and sharing our students’ successes and journey with you along the
way.

Term 4 Key Dates:
Monday 3rd October

Friday 11th November

Term 4 commences

5B Hunger Busters

Tuesday 4th & Wed 5th October

Friday 18th November

Protective Behaviours (L5)

5C Hunger Busters

Monday 10th – Wednesday 12th October

Thursday 24th November

Waratah Beach Camp (L5)

Transition Meet the Buddies (L5)

Tuesday 11th October

Friday 25th November

Protective Behaviours (L6)

SEPS Walkathon

Thursday 27th October

5D Hunger Busters

Market Day

Friday 9th December

Friday 14th October

Curriculum Day

6A Hunger Busters

Sunday 11th December

Thursday 20th October

Whole School Working Bee

MCG Excursion

Monday 12th December

Friday 21st October

Sandringham College Transition Day

6B Hunger Busters

Tuesday 13th December

Wednesday 26th October

State-wide Year 7 Transition Day/SEPS

ArtFest/Upstanders Launch (L5)

Carols Online

Thursday 27th October

Thursday 15th December

Under the Sea Dress Up

DreamCity Excursion (L5)

Friday 28th October

Graduation (L6)

6C Hunger Busters

Monday 19th December

Tuesday 1st November

Party Day

Melbourne Cup Day

Tuesday 20th December

Friday 4th November

Last Day. Final Assembly 1:15pm

5A Hunger Busters

1:30pm dismissal

Walker Learning Approach - Educational Research Projects
Level 5/6 students will embark on an Inquiry unit which exposes them to hands-on learning
experiences. Lessons will focus on:
•

measuring & analysing health data

•

conducting fitness tests

•

being a public health expert and analysing
how exercise effects the human body.

At the end of this unit, students will complete a
Learning Task that challenges them to analyse data and represent data in different ways

Literacy – Reading, Writing and Speaking and
Listening
Over the first 2 weeks, students will continue to engage in
poetry writing.
From weeks 3-7, we will revise the structure and language of
recounts to set students up for success with their week 7 Cold
Write.
For the remainder of the term, students will be analysing and dissecting a film called
‘Hugo’. This will be part of a media unit which looks at the techniques used in film to
engage the audience. This is a crime mystery that embeds themes of trust, loyalty, morals,
and ethics. Students will use ideas and writing techniques gleaned from the text, to
enhance their own writing structure and language choices. In addition, students will apply
reading strategies explored over the previous two terms to help examine the text in further
detail. There will be a strong focus on how authors use language to influence readers, with
a particular emphasis on creating tension through characterization and setting. We will
continue to focus on
student’s capacity to
collect, analyse and
apply a range of rich
vocabulary in their
writing. Students will be
developing their
understanding of words
by deconstructing words
into their phonemes,
morphemes and
researching their etymology and orthography. Students will continue to be exposed to rich
vocabulary, adding new words into their vocabulary books.

Students will be given opportunities to apply their newly acquired vocabulary to a range of
tasks, including weekly writing sessions, encouraging students to check in on their writing
goals and prioritising peer feedback sessions to improve writing skills. Students will be
exposed to a range of fiction and non-fiction texts through our class novels, literacy circles
and carefully chosen texts linked to our inquiry topics, Health.

Mathematics – Number, Measurement, Geometry, Statistics and Probability
In numeracy we are focusing on the three core strands of Number, Geometry &
Measurement and Statistics and Probability. Students will be placed into clinic groups
which cater to their point of need. Students will also be exposed to open-ended problemsolving sessions each week. Students will also be given opportunities to apply their number
knowledge to a range of real-life projects, increasing engagement, that incorporate key
numeracy concepts from the Victorian Curriculum.
Number/ Algebra
•

Problem Solving

•

Division

•

Fractions

•

Decimals

•

Percentages

Geometry & Measurement
•

Units of measurement and Conversion

•

Scales

•

Angles

•

Elapsed time/interpreting timetables

•

Connect three-dimensional objects with their nets

•

Construct prisms & pyramids

Statistics & Probability
•

Analysing Data Mode, Mean, Median and Range

•

Basic Graphs Calculating expected probabilities using fractions and percentages

•

Different graphs – Pictographs, Scatterplots

•

Creating Stem and leaf

•

Mean, Median and Mode using Steam and Leaf

Student’s individual needs will be supported through classwork and the program Essential
Assessment, where students are provided with an individual learning plan. They will receive
needs-based tasks, specific groupings, number talks, Mathletics, problem-solving and
open-ended tasks to support their mathematical growth.

Other Level Specific Information
Homework Learning
Homework is given to students via a homework
matrix linked to literacy, numeracy and our
learning intentions and topics taught from the
fortnight. Students are to select 5/8 activities from
the grid per 10-day cycle, selecting the best fit for
them. The work is to be continued to be
completed in their home learning journals. Homework matrices will be handed out on a
Monday and collected by the teacher on the following Wednesday. This is not to be an
onerous task where students and families struggle, simply a refresher, reminder, and ability
to develop their time management and independence before moving onto secondary
school. On top of this, students can use Mathletics, Essential Assessment, writer’s notebook,
and personal books to read which they can borrow from the library or class library for extra
homework.
If you have any additional queries regarding homework, please see your classroom
teacher.

Home-school communication
Our building doors will open at 9:00am every morning and learning will begin soon after, so
it is important all students are arriving at school on time each day. Parents are encouraged
to communicate with teachers through your child’s diary or leaving a message with the
office to pass on. Teachers check student’s diaries daily and will respond via the diary or a
personal phone call. Please note that we are not available on Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday afternoons due to meeting commitments. The school also communicates via
our weekly newsletter and COMPASS. Be sure to download the COMPASS app as this is
where all permission slips are uploaded, and permission is given for excursions. Our
wonderful office staff are always happy to help with the app or any questions you have.
Please note: no paper permission slips will be sent home and all excursions require Compass
permission.

General expectations
•

All students are expected to wear full school uniform, (only yellow, green or black
headbands or ribbons).

•

There is NO teacher on yard duty before 8.45 in the morning so students should not
be in the school grounds prior to this time unless there is agreed upon interschool
sport training.

•

Please ensure a note is sent to school explaining all absences or noted via Compass.

•

School assemblies will take place on a Monday morning at 9:00am. Please be
punctual for Monday morning assemblies.

•

School concludes at 3:30pm every weekday.

•

Students are not permitted in classrooms without a teacher.

•

Students need to observe class and school rules and protocols.

•

Bottles of water only are permitted in the classroom. A daily fruit break is scheduled
each morning. Only pieces of fresh fruit or vegetable are to be eaten.

•

We encourage all students to have a ‘Nude Food’ lunch box - no wrappers to be
brought to school please.

•

Please return medical/permission forms to your home room teachers or via Compass.

•

Head lice can be a problem so please keep checking your child’s hair and
remember to tie up long hair.

Specialist Timetable
Class

P. E

Visual Arts

LOTE

Tuesday

Performing
Arts
Tuesday

5A

Monday

Monday

5B

Monday

Tuesday

Tuesday

Monday

5C
5D

Monday
Tuesday

Monday
Monday

Tuesday
Monday

Tuesday
Tuesday

6A
6B
6C

Monday
Monday
Tuesday

Monday
Monday
Tuesday

Tuesday
Tuesday
Monday

Tuesday
Tuesday
Monday

Restorative Practices and Play Is The Way
At SEPS we use Restorative Practices as it seeks to value and support those involved in incidents so
that they feel empowered to take positive action to address the situation and move forward. ‘It’s
not enough to just say sorry’. Children involved work through restoring the relationship and seek to
prevent further harm. As with all aspects of social life, we take any issue as a learning opportunity,
which is preferable to handing out a punishment or short-term fixes.
Please make sure you visit Adam Voigt’s Real School’s website for information
http://www.realschools.com.au/
PLAY IS THE WAY is a practical methodology for teaching social and emotional skills using guided
play, classroom activities and an empowering language.
It is a process that gives primary schools a way to develop, improve and entrench the personal and
social capabilities of students.

The PLAY IS THE WAY Complete Program uses:
• a unique program of physically interactive games
• key concepts to guide students through life and learning
• a specific and empowering language to help attain self-mastery
• a philosophy of behaviour education and student self-regulation that fosters independent, self-

motivated, empathetic, life-long learners.
We use these games regularly to develop our students into independent and democratic learners.

Assessment and Reporting
Sandringham East Primary School strives to provide a rich, inclusive, student-centred learning
environment to support the holistic development of all children. Research indicates that learning is
developmental; children learn in different ways, at different rates and at different times. At SEPS
student learning is continuously monitored against the Victorian Curriculum F-10 achievement
standards, tailoring learning experiences to address the needs of the child. Teachers make
informed, on-balance judgements, based on evidence gained from a range of formal and informal
assessment tasks and rich learning experiences.
Feedback to students about their learning is an important aspect of maximising student
achievement. It has been described as "the most powerful single moderator that enhances
achievement" (Hattie, 1999). To optimise the effect of student learning feedback contact between
all stakeholders (students, teachers, and parents) is imperative.
To support student learning, feedback needs to be:
Constructive - highlighting the strengths and weaknesses of the completed task and information for
future areas of focus. Timely - delivered within a reasonable timeframe to benefit subsequent work.
Meaningful - targeting individual needs and linked to specific assessment criteria.

As well as our Term 2 and Term 4 formal Student Reports, regular constructive feedback during the
semester empowers students to monitor and direct their learning. Student Learning Tasks will be
disseminated to parents utilising COMPASS. Class teachers will upload a nominated student learning
task each term. Additionally, parents will be provided with a learning task from each of the
specialist areas over the course of the year. The learning tasks will reflect a child’s performance at a
single point in time.
Learning tasks are:
Level

Semester 1

Semester 2

Foundation

T1

Investigations

T3

Writing (Cold write - narrative)

T2

Science

T4

Maths

T1

Investigations

T3

Science

T2

Writing (Cold write – narrative)

T4

Maths

T1

Science

T3

ERP

T2

Writing (Cold write - narrative)

T4

Maths

T1

Science

T3

ERP

T2

Writing (Cold write - narrative)

T4

Maths

Level 1/2

Level 3/4

Level 5/6

Specialists

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Art

Level 1&2

Foundation

Level 5&6

Level 3&4

LOTE

Level 3&4

Level 5&6

Foundation

Level 1&2

PA

Level 5&6

Level 3&4

Level 1&2

Foundation

PE

Foundation

Level 1&2

Level 3&4

Level 5 & 6

Specialists
Japanese:

This term, the focus for Japanese lessons will be on understanding how to ask
and answer the questions: “Where did you go” and “How was it?” Students will
be learning place names and adjectives to describe these places and
become more familiar with using past tense. Students will be revising hiragana
characters (Japanese alphabet) as they begin to translate chunks of text from
Japanese to English. Repetition of new grammar patterns and vocabulary will
be carried out in various ways including card games, physical games, songs,
videos, role plays, flashcard visuals, and writing and speaking drills. Students will
have access to online revision games to supplement their class learning.
Mackenzie Sensei

Performing Arts:

Welcome back to another exciting term of Performing Arts at SEPS. Term 4 sees
us continuing our unit on Music, with a focus on lyrics and musical parody. Just
like in Term 3, students will have further opportunities to create their own works,
both original and derivative, with the goal of eventual in-class performance.
Narratively, we will conclude our yearlong exploration of William Shakespeare’s
‘Hamlet’, and its famous, eloquent, but deeply flawed protagonist.
Excelsior! Mr Scherpenhuizen

Physical Education: We have an exciting term for Level 5&6 students with a focus on increasing
movement, student choice and well-being. Level 5&6 students will be
participating in a Sport Education program throughout the term. Sport
Education mimics the community sport model and gives students the
opportunity to participate in various areas of sport. For example: player, coach,
referee, and reporter. Students will work inclusively through the negotiation of
roles and responsibilities, assess their team’s skills, and create coaching sessions
against these. The invasion game of European handball will facilitate this
program, as it is a very inclusive, active game that enables students to work in
small-sided teams while implementing specific game strategies and skills.
Looking forward to a great term.
Dave Richardson
Visual Art:

It’s time to celebrate! Get ready for the most exciting term in art as Level 5 and
6 students focus on displaying their art as an integral part of art learning in
‘Present and Perform’ and ‘Respond and Interpret’ within the Victorian
Curriculum. This will all come together in our special family event ‘Artfest’ where
we display the artworks created during the year, and students have multiple
opportunities to talk about their own art stories.
Level 5 and 6 students will choose their art for display, name, and frame it, look
at and be inspired by other students’ creations, discuss art, and respond to
different ideas and artist meanings. The art displays will thus be a provocation
for future artworks, along with a sprinkle of fun activities surrounding Halloween,
Christmas, and student choice.
Love Art! Julie Van Etten

